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INDOOR SUN ™ STANDARD 
18 INCH REFLECTOR 

Metal halide, OOO watt 
grow light with remote. 
ballast. M1000 bulb. 

No assembly required. 


$189.50 


INDOOR SUN™ 20 INCH 
ADJUSTABLE BEAM REFLECTOR 
Designed especially for varying 
plant heights. Provides additional 
light where necessary. Removable 
reflector, 


HIGH PRESSURE SODIUM 

GROW LIGHTS 4 

Samie'as aboye but with SUPER DELUXE 

LU1000 bulb. VENTILATED BALLAST BOX 
$29450. Heavy duty, durable steel 

construction. On/off rocker 

INDOOR ey CONOMY switch with self contained 

GROW LIGHTS indicator light and circuit 

Includes prewired open breaker. 


ballast, M1000 bulb and 
Socket set, Reflector 
Optional (not depicted) 


Some-dssembly required. 
$124.50 NUTRIENT SUPPLY KIT 
Featuring automatic 
nutrient replenishment 


as plants develop, 
No electricity required 


This entire starter 
system 
$100. includes shipping. 


SUPERPOTS "” 
Seven gallon 
capacity, 
Piggyback 
add-on 
Superpot units. 


$29.95, 


$100. for four. 
$200 for nine. 


We ship all 
standard orders 
= within 24 hours. 
One year parts &and labor 
guarantee on all of 


€.0.D. orders welcomed. 


Our products. 


We are your complete growing system company. We have it all: lights, hydroponics, nutrients, books, timers, 
pumps, tanks, etc. As manufacturers of our own growing systems, we can save you money by selling directly to you. 
Our motto is “A Fair Price For A Proven Product.’ 


E.S. MANUFACTURING CORP 


22138 SOUTH ven AVENUE, TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA 90502 


IN CALIFORNIA CALL COLLEC TOLL FREE OUTSIDE CALIFORNIA 
(218) 775-1094 (800) 421-2994 


Win an Adventure 
in Paradise! 


Third Wave Products, the people who bring you Ultra-Caine, proudly 
introduce their newest incense, Bolivian Rock and Peruvian Flake. To 
celebrate these new and special products, we are giving away an 
all-expense paid trip to Acapulco for two. Three days and two nights, 
round-trip air fare (from Los Angeles) plus luxurious 

hotel accommodations (meals not included). Entry 

blank/order form and official rules below. 

Additional entry blanks are available at your nearest 

progressive retailer. 


Wine Froccts 


Master Distributor for Ultra-Caine, 
Bolivian Rock and Peruvian Flake, 


Cashiers Check or Money Order must accompany your order. Arizona residents must add 5% sales tax. 


& 
Clip and mail to: Third Wave Products, P.O. Box 9846, Phoenix, Arizona 85068 ; 
rs 


E | wish to place an order and YES, | wish to N (@) Ido not wish to place an order at this time but | wish 
slenter the Adventure in Paradise Sweepstakes. 1 10 enter the Adventure in Paradise Sweepstakes. 
ULTRA-CAINE INCENSE BOLIVIAN ROCK INCENSE PERUVIAN FLAKE INCENSE 


1Gram$10. 1 yoz.$20. 0 Yo2.$36. 1Gram$10. 1 %oz. $20. 0 Yor.$36, 1Gram$10. 0 %oz.$20. 0 Yor. $36. 
oz. $70. 1.02, $140. 4,02, $70. 102. $140. 02. $70. 1.02. $140, 
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“liquid hash” ......... 


Lowell George and Little Feat by john Swenson 

Lowell George started his musical career playing harmonica on the “Ted 
Mack Amateur Hour” and ended it OD'ing in a Baltimore hotel room. In the 
interim, working with Little Feat, he managed to write, sing and play some 
of the best rock music this country has ever heard. z sae Grn 


Us vs. Them. by Abbie Hoffman 

Doublethink, Newspeak and Ted Koppel's funny haircuts—they’e all part of 
the cold war language. Haven't you ever wondered just exactly who chooses 
all the news that’s fit to print?........ Pe Gases Ni MS eet ara 


Special Cocaine Confidential: Lady by Bruce Jay Friedman 

Back in 1973, when “Lady’ first appeared in Esquire magazine, the only 
things HIGH TIMES readers were putting up their noses were their fingers. But 
that's no reason for all you blow-babies to be deprived of one of the classics of 
cocaine fiction, reprinted in this month's expanded “Cocaine Confidential’. . . . 


Centerfold: The Story of Oh....... Be evanren ect esianae SOREN E 


Sinsemella by Trina Robbins 
Poor Sinsemella, an innocent flower child lost in a sea of black leather jackets 


color, cartoon extravaganza. . 


HIGHWITNESS NEWS 


‘Top Drug Experts Find Grass Leads To Heroin! .. California Thrives on Mom 
and Pop 
Parents...G-Man, G-Man, Spare Those Jugs!........... 0200000005 


‘Trans-High Market Quotations ....... 2.2... 66. eee eee 


SEEDS 'N' STEMS 


Pontiff calls it quits, plans to retire to Wyoming. .. White House Confidential: 
secret transcripts expose the family at 1000 Peninysivania Ave 
Antidrug Nursery Rhymes: Miracle cure for young addicts? 
more ....... Sania rae Sent: : 


High Times Classified... . 


Cover photo by Earon Wolman 


Feather Weight 
49 by Michael Dorgan 

Each year over a mil- 
lion exotic birds are smuggled 
into the United States. From 
Mexico, they come bound feet 
to beak, wrapped in news- 
papers and stashed behind 
| door panels, strapped beneath 
the hoods of trucks and cars. 
With a 400 percent markup 
and negligible legal 
recriminations, moving 
macaws would seem a rather 
attractive career, except that in 
most cases its murder on the 
birds... literally. 


DEPARTMENTS 

Aneonnmanees Bugging out 
Connoisseur............-...-0 00+ It's not the weed it's the seed 
GrowAmerican................ Cuttin’ and clonin' and plant regeneration 
Pleasures ............................ Devoathome, cable rocks, more 


Zappa zaps zealots, ARSis back 
Last Words... Why is this man (the one with the bone through his nose} smiling? 


mies 

bY Ronald ‘Schnur 
| Our meat and potatoes, stories 

like this. How many other 
| magazines could pay the rent 
| with pix of four-foot-tall 
Pygmies smoking pot from 
three-foot-long pipes. 
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High Times says“... Thanks to its patented hydroponic system, it 
just sits under its lights and pops out plants. No dirt, no manure, no 
‘sweat. .. . each Hydropot is good for three to five husky plants, six 
feet tall. . .a whole cellar full of Hydropots can make one the most 
prosperous damn grower in town.” (May, 1980) 


Hydropot has been the leader in the homegrown hydroponics field 
for over five years. Time-tested and proven by tens of thousands of 
satisfied High Times buyers, our record speaks for itself. Our ex- 
perience, reliability and the best quality components are the only 
answer for those who want to grow their own. 


The System... - 


+ Flo-thru™ Circulation . . . our scientifically engineered systemisthe only 
method that delivers the constant high energy aerated nutrient flow that 
your kind of plants need. Soil, flush, or wick-capillary set-ups just don’t com- 
pare, they were made for slow-growing houseplants or vegetables. 


* Kona Lava™ Medium . . . our porous crushed lava rock gives maximum 
eration, the best plant support, and is reusable. Soggy vermiculite mixes don’t 
tetain air, can’t hold up plants, and have to be replaced every crop. Others gives 
you these mixes because its cheap; we use Kona lava™ because its the best. 


* Special Nutrients . . . not just ordinary vegetable food, but two separate 
formulas, both complete and balanced, specially blended for what you want to 
grow. They'll give you the fastest growth, biggest yields, and highest potency. 


+ © Instruction Manuals ... . the most detailed step-by-step illustrated grow- 


Ing, lighting, and pruning guides available, with sections on sex determination 
and harvesting. You don't have to be an expert to grow in a Hydropot 


Hydropot™ components: 

+ Patented Flo-Thru* circulation system, © Kona Lava™ rockmedium, # Nutrient A 186-16, 
{ Nuteient 8930-12, » Complete growing, lighting, and pruning manuals, » High impact 
plastic garden container. « Electric aeration pump, © Nuttient well, © pH test kit, « Peat 
Seed starter pellets, « Full year warranty 

it all adds up to the best hydroponic system anywhere for growing exotic 
flowering plants, herbs, or even vegetables. 

Call or send for free growing and lighting information. 


Please send Hydropots at $59.95 each. 10% off for 3 or more [California residents 
10d 6% sales tax). All shipping and handling charges included!weight 32 Ibs. Amount 
enclosed 

Money orders, cashiers checks and credit card phone orders shipped immediately 

VISA MIC Exp. Date ‘Acct. No 

signature 

Print Name 

Address 


cuy State ZipCode 


Applied Hydroponics, 1299 Fourth St. Suite 308, San Ratael, CA 94901. (415) 457-2193 
For Lighting, see "Cylinders of Sunlight” Page 101) 198 HT 
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MILKY TRAILS: SUPERIOR INOSITOL \SUPERIOR SPARKLECUT\ SUPERIOR CAINE \BASE-O-CAINE 
Ya oz. ¥10. Yo oz. $10. 2 gr. 12.0 4% 02. *10.° 412.0 


‘SUPER CAINE 
1 gr. 10. 
YA oz. $36. 
Ya oz. 470. 
102. 140. 


PACIFIC LABS ICEBERG PSEUDO-CAINE SUPERIOR SPARKLE 
Superior Cut % 02. $10.0 15 gr. 112° % 02. 10. 
Ye oz. $10. ‘5 gr. +30. 202. *30.° 
102. #120 


MANNITE s 
rae CONOSCENTI VITA BLEND 
Se 1200 Large Bar $12. 202. #10: 
ie is: Small Bar $5. 
ULTRA-CAINE 
card 110.9 SS 
“02.120 
% 02. $35." Triple Bean 470. 
% 02. $70. Dial-a-Gram *129.% 
To. 1140. 


Dial-a-Gram 310 Scale +125.9 


ROCK CRYSTAL 


PYRAMID PAPERS ‘CALL OR WRITE 
King Sizo #4. 
Reg. Size #2. 


WHOLESALE ONLY RETAIL MAIL ORDER 


Liberty Trading The Alley 
5900 North Ridge Avenue | 2900 N. Broadway 
Chicago, Il. 60657 


Cradting HOURS 126 MF 
c 


VISA & MASTERCHARGE 
[Send check or money order PL 


$2.00 for postage & handling. Allow 2.3 weeks for delivery Illinois residents add 6%] 
sales tax. Minimum Order is $20.00 


The junkies, if they were junkies, had a 
whole three-day weekend to clean the 
place out, but when we came back to work 
on Tuesday and found the fire-escape door 
jar, what was missing? Why, one electric 
typewriter—one typewriter out of a dozen 
—and the executive secretary's Rolodex. 
How much blue-tape doogie is a Rolodex 
worth, pray? It looked funny. 


NIGHT O 
SERBIAN SWE 


Not funny ha-ha—funny weird: "The FBI 
took over the DEA, yknow, and theyre both 
full of CIA goons, who are real chummy 
with the NCLC, who know we're doing a 
story on their links tothe Teamsters. Christ! 
Did they filch the secret file on the NFL 
washing dope money through sports bet- 
ting ever since JFK was rubbed out by the 
KGB—or was that the SDECE? But personal- 


ly, | think all you gotta do is match up the 
last two initials of the guy who killed Len- 
non with..” This from the receptionist in 

lieu of her daily "How's it hangin, Deano.” 
Clearly, everyone was spooked. People 
were even saying, very loudly, things like: 
“You know, | campaigned very heavily for 
Ronald Reagan and Jeremiah Denton last 
continued on page 13 
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Finally, after 7 years 


ici Tits 


CIGARETTE ed 
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We are pleased to introduce cigarette rolling papers 
fine enough to put our name on. Produced from a 
high-quality lightweight Spanish rice paper, it has 

gummed edges and is cut midsized for easy rolling. 


Order by the box- Senco nnn ta ne Poe, 
25 packs for $12 plus $1 YES, | want to ies new cigarette rolling papers. 
shipping and handling. CO Send me. box(es) @ $12 = ——— 
Christmas GiftSpecial- | nn 
Give High Times Rate 
rolling papers NAME 

as gifts and save. props 

Five boxes for only $50, CITY. STATE. zip. 
postage paid. 


Look for them soon in your favorite smoking accessories shop. 


Retailers’ and distributors’ inquiries invited. 


a 


SEED 'EM AND REAP 

Editor: 

There Is a way for those of us who smoke 
weed to make the job of exterminating our 
treasured marijuana virtually impossible. 
Instead of dumping the seeds from your 
sifted stash into the trash, why not save 
them in a jar, and come springtime go to a 
rk, empty field, town square—what- 
/er—and just throw them on the ground, 
Surely a few will take root and grow. Can 
you imagine the results if everyone who 
smoked were to scatter their seeds. In a 
few years the United States would literally 
be covered with marijuana. | suggest 
places likely to escape the attention of lawn 
mowers and the like. You know, there's 
nothing like seeing a big fat bush of home- 
grown sprouting in front of the neighbor- 
hood police station, or underneath the 
mayor's windows at City Hall. | personally 
once seeded the flagpole area of an army 
base nearby. § 


San Francisco, Cal. 


HOFFMAN REDUX 
Editor: 
Great to see the bastards haven't dulled 
Abbie Helfman's wit ("Cocaine Confiden- 
tial,” High Times, Nov. '81). It takes real 
balis to tell it straight with the warden and 
parole board breathing down your neck. 
The man’s a real truth seeker, an Americat 
original; and only the blind could confu: 
him with a jerk like Jerry Rubin. Does any- 
‘one know what happened to the sequel to 
Steal This Book? —Sandy McNeil 
Brighton, Mass. 


Son of Steal This Book was completed way 
back in 1973 but so outraged the publishing 
‘community that It was suppressed, eventu- 
ally being lald to rest in a midtown parking 


HE MFLATION we 


‘ond, 


RASTAMEN ALL 


| Maybe w: 


ember 
tote 


lof somewhere In NYC. We should mention, 
however, that the original Steal This Book 
has become a collector's item with coples 
going for $50 aplece, so if you were hip 
‘enough fo buy, er, steal one, hold on to 
it—Ed. 


ESCHATOLOGY TODAY 

Editor: 

This letter Is in reference to your morally as 
wall as mentally corrupt magazine. May | 
you a question? How could you “peo- 
‘a8 you call yourselves, print a mag- 
azine on how to ruin your life by using 


wraird wos something | 


LOOK ALIKE DEPT. 
Babylon too long, 


rolling o [ol 
ders into a bit 


yrissue. Int 
‘ot page 34, 
i eatusion over 
‘of contuslo 
oo picture above sets the re 


drugs? Ive looked through your so-called 
“magazine” many times and have found | 
many so-called “articles” on how to abus 
many drugs, including marijuana, cocain 
and powerful mushrooms. Your publication 
as horrible as the drug dealers them- 
selves—you all feed on the misfortunes of 
others. One day you drug-demented weak- 
lings will wake up. One day you will realize 
that your great "escape" plan only results in 
physical deterioration, insanity, and worst 
of all, death. Is that what you people want? 
—A straight person who hates 

drugs and drug users 

‘Address withheld | 


You got itl Ed. 


BITING THE CHEESE THAT FEEDS 
HIM 


Editor: | 
Bound upon « wheel of brie, Frank Zappa 
vents his spleen and spells it c-h-e-e-s-¢ 


flowing down Telegrap! 


since early Novern 


("Say Cheese.’ High Times, Nov.'8). While 
inhead, dec! 


much of what you say, Frank, Is undeniably 
true, wete still better off than those poor | 
bimbos behind the iron curtain, who never | 
in their life have gotten even a whiff of the 
real thing, being ralsed from infancy on 
+ | Velveeta, which as | hear it, is made from 
ground-up milk cartons and the wax from 
dog ears. Count your blessings, Frank: 
Cream cheese made you what you are today. 
—Sury C. 

Los Angeles, Cal. | 


{ (And/Or Press, Ber 
s) away afree copy 

‘a plate of Zippy 
with taco sauce. 
N"\ load dozens of boo! 
nui!) store mercifully ran o 


ith mar 
sipofore a local grocery | 
wut of Ding Dongs. 


continued 
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Protect Your Stash 


‘You'd never leave a gram of coke in the sun, or an ounce of Kona gold on the 
50 why leave ed 
around the house, whe 


your back Issues of High Times scatt 
‘they can get lost, stolen or marred with anything 
from roach bums to dog pee. Each one 
of these sturdy binders will safe- 

guard a year’s worth of High Times 
from such calamities. 


Please send __binder(s)_ 
‘enclosed $996 plus $1.75. 
‘handling ($275 In Ganada, $3.50 


joace acd applicable sales, 
‘oF money order payabie to Hi 


You can't imagine... 
|-viho pleasure ond the eficieny of 
Birra miesyimarcociier 
| 1u. I¥s great. And it’s all nicely 
| 


itted into a custom designed, 
black Executive Case with o three- 
digit combination diol-lock that 
insures your complete personal 
security. You 
personal c 
Inelodes 

| System, | Funnel, !Two-Gram 


Deering 


Scale, | Pocket Storage Container, 


for that true Executive Feeling. 


3 
panne ee 


IF YOU TRULY DESIRE THAT EXECUTIVE 
YOU NEED THE EXECUTIVE KIT, FROM 


|The Deering Executive Kit—from: RMS i 
i R.M. SEAVER : i H 
| 133 Eighth Ave. - New York, N.Y. 10011 1-800-228-6505 1-800-642-9606 | 
i Please send me (how many?) Visa MC. MOuCK. Enel. 1 
| EXECUTIVE KIT(S)—_@ $73.50 each hoe Cs, ! 

Tpostpaid reed H 
! ‘Total Amount $ Addieas: i 
1 NYStat 8 le City/State Zip ' 


A HAZY HAIG 
Editor: 
Regarding the columns that Alexander 
Halg hos been writing for your magazine: 
The combination of his bad English and dog- 
matic ideas is enough to make any High 
This man is going to get 
the United States into trouble. He has no 
business being secretary of state. World 
War Ill could be just around the corner with 
this man. Did Alexander Haig really write 
those columns? —Robert Villalobos 
‘Anaheim, Cal. 


Deputy Secretary of State William P. Clark 
responds: 

"Secretary of State Alexander M. Haig 
has boon under severe pressure of late due 
to the repeated attempts of Richard C. Al- 
len, head of the National Security Council, to 
undermine his authority at State. We can re- 
port, however, that the secretary has 
placed himself under the treatment of The 
Amazing Kreskin, who has reassured us all 
with @ positive prognosis. At this point in 
time the secretary Is unable to determine if 
he Is Indeed the author of the columns to 
which you allude, and/or whether he willbe 
writing any more columns in the future. We 
apologize for the bad grammar. 


TALKIN' ISOMERIZERS 
Editor: 
All right, enough time has passed to get a 


straight answer. Do Isomerizers really 
work? —The Head 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 


For the hundred and first time, sure isomer- 
Izers work! It will sometimes happen in the 
marijuana trade that a person will spend a 
whole lot of money for a vanload of top- 
shelf Imported , and wind up 
somehow with a vanload of old, dried-up, 
chunky, moldy weed with cobwebs and 
chiggers and honeycombs In it, and you 
don't know what that marijuana had been 
up to before you met it! You wouldn't want 
your friends to smoke that icky stuff, even if 
you could somehow homswoggle 
buying it from you at heartbreak 
In such a situation, Isomerizing this drek 
Into “hash oll Is simply the only way to cut 
| your losses. When done correctly, the Iso 
process concentrates all the high-making 
goo out of a pile of ancient lousy reefer, 
ylelding a sanitary and salable product. You 
wouldnt want fo do It with good grass— 
that would be obscene, and unnecessary 
anyway. And you really ought to delegate 
the task to someone with at least an under- 
graduate familiarity with chemistry, since 
the chemicals that accompany these Iso kits 
are highly combustible. In fact, our sordid 


affairs editor nearly blew us all up any num- 


SN. 
rises IN THE GRASS 


tim sick and tired of yo 


some babes by 
pol 


= JOIN THE CLUB! 
SAVE THE BALES” is a profit organization dedicated to the 


preservation of the BALES! For an initial $10.50 (: 


clude ‘age and handling in 


membesh fee F 

ces membe juality Cotton Thiet, mem 

bership bution, and bunper sticker ll ith above logo Also you wil ge 
iyupdate on UF O-s(unidentified floating objects) So hurry and be 


color (white, blue, buff), Send Money Order to: Se a 


S.T.B. P.O. Box 2041 


Pinellas Park, FL $3565, 


Hey, everybody, pour the suds and roll the 
buds, ‘cause Trina's back with a four-page 
spread. Thats right, frlends, this month 
marks the triumphant return of Trina Rob- 
bins to the pages of HT. In Issues past the 
California-based cartoonist treated us all to 
‘of Lulubelle, that free- 
wheelin’, coke-dealin’ high-brown from 
Harlem, This month Trina crosses the color 
line and presents us with the story of 
Sinsemella, a forlorn lovechild who lived 
.d permanently stoned 
Hor strips may remind many of you of the 
comic books of the late ‘50s, and indeed 
Trina herself cites the mighty rf 
as being Instrumental in her decision to 
pursue @ cartoon career. As Trina puts It, 
“mory proved to all of us girls that it wos 

‘ible to be a female superhero, keep 


por 

the world safe for democracy and be flat- 
chested—all at the same time!” Trina is 
currently working on adapting Sax 
Rohmer's classic 1919 dope novel, aptly en- 
titled Dope, for Eclipse magazine. 


| When Jake Riviera, Elvis Costello's and Nick 


Lowe's manager, heard a demo of Jo Mar- 
shall singing, “Cops rip up my tick- 
ets/everyone believes my lies/the judge 
always sets me free/because of my big 
brown eyes," he immediately rang her up 
and arranged to meet for dinner that very 
night. After taking one look at the petite 
kick-ass pop singer, he sent her off to Lon- 
don where Nick Lowe produced a few 
songs for her in his newly finished base- 
ment studio. Included in the session was 
the song "Might Man: specially written for 
her by Elvis Costello, who, along with the 
Attractions, Nick Lowe and Carlene Carter, 
acted as Jo's backup band. 

“When | flew into London's Heathrow air- 
Port Jo whispers grittily backstage some- 
where between Manhattan and Boston os 
the Ramones thunder in the background, 
“Nick and Carlene came to pick me up and 
apologized for Elvis not being there: hed 
gotten too drunk and they had to leave him 
home:” She giggles with schoolgirl Inno- 
cence at the memories of Elviss drunken 
antics in London, never losing inder- 
current of devilish sexuality reminiscent of 
the young Brigitte Bardot. "I had a nice 
time,’ she continue: 


lled away by a mem- 
ber of her all-male band. 

When she returns, | ask Jo what it was 
like coming back home as a relative un- 
known after busting it up with the big boys 
over in England. "It was great having Nick 
and Elvis helping out, but when | got buck to 
the States | was out of a band, but just dying 
to get out in front of an audience. It war 
frustrating. | felt like jumping out of the 
window but that wouldn¥ have worked, 
seeing as | live on the first floor: 


Through itall she kept her wits about her, 


hiring a rather unorthodox band for the 
pumping out of the "new musica pedal 
steel guitar in lieu of the usual rhythm gultar 
and keyboards. Then boys and girl got down 
to getting their collective chops together. 

Why the pedal steel? "its really a 
versatile instrument, it works well with a 
hard driving lead guitar, providing a real 
melodic sound, but you can also get that 
bouncing 60s, Beach Boys organ sound out 
of It, | don't know why ifs just used to make 
twangy sounds for country and western 
bands. We never use it like tha! 

‘And a penchant for the pedal steel isnt 
the only thing that separates Jo Marshall 
from the glut of hot young female singers 
that are making the rounds these days. The 
woman's voice Is simply incredible, one of 
the most imaginative voices to be heard in 
years; full of chara 
ing, 


not to mention body. 
—Legs McNeil 


CANADIAN UNDERGROUND 
Maybe those slimy peckers In 


that [ust because’ th 
Times were 


ber of times when he was “consumer-test- 
Ing” Isomerizers on the premises. But after 
a bona fide chemist explained itall to him, it 
is endorsement. 

tense Enforcement Administration a 
so endorses Isom rs, in thelr own un- 
pleasant way. Freedom of Information dis- 
closures show that the DEA has been cam- 
palgning clandestinely against Iso mer- 
chandisers since the gimmicks were first 
merchandised In ‘75, Last year under Oper- 
ation Firebase the Klandestine Kik Iso unit 
was the very first plece of head gear the 
feds snapped up and Impounded. Obvi- 
ously, the DEA holds these gimmicks in 

m, and thelr endorsement al- 


READERS TO THE RESCUE 

In thelr September 7 issue, People maga- 
zine ran a story on legal stimulants noting 
how these substances are being “adver- 
ised In drug-oriented magazines like High 
Times, read by many young people” Now 
while we appreciate the compliment re- 
garding the extent of our circulation, it 
should be pointed out that we pulled ali of 
ur legal-stimulont ads months before 
People ran their story (a bit of information 
fermen perfunctory of fact checking 
would have disclosed) and in an editorial in 
our July lsve explained to our readers at 

th our reasons for doing so. 

topes , we wish to thank all of you who 
otter eodisg the stimulant story took the 
trouble to write People and protest thelr 
disomination of misinformation. We 
should add that we've since asked People to. 
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: aie hot- 
he Hot News from the heaven Xt 


ee Nar than J 
[EYE BALL THE STARS [rr jar John Lennon ls stil more PoP more than allt. | 
\ i 2: 


c 


Jas han 
lled The National 


leon xperiencing & 3° 
Pret eryat tS Nancy rolax each night” 2 
Tooks” fad is the hottest 19 th gg:month SUPPLY oN | 
rected his accountan’ we 

Dpotore he found out the coor: 


Fonton Bendix 
with Fenton Ben 
= “The “I jour 
maldehyde. The head Lbeeret 
Time Heth ie Ee, 


‘Quean Corporation 


the controlling interest ute speed 
vufactures W 
peny re Babilonia, Stoney Bu 


print a retraction (their errors have already 
been picked up in newspapers across the 
country) but as of yet have heard nothing 
from them. 


THE POSTMAN ALWAYS RINGS 
TWICE, SOMETIMES, DEPT. 

In our November '81 issue we made avail- 
able to our readers un anthology of Lenny 
Bruce's short stories entitled Stamp Help 


NIGHT OF THE SERBIAN SWEEP 
continued from page 7 
year, and voted for each one, thr 
e! That's me, Larry Sloman 
So Andy Kowl brings in a sanitation 
squad late one night: one of our most cher 
ished advertisers, Communication Control 
Systems, an international corporation that 
markets everything from infrared viewers 
to bulletproof vests and cars. And boy, what 
a romantic crew of badmashes they were— 
swarthy, beetle-browed, young, burly 
chaps, the dozen or s0 of them. After quit 
ly consulting among themselve: 
Serbo-Croatian pinko babble (" 


times 


_ Other dopers) 


iblings, Max and Hal ROSS” _ 


Out! The Potsmokers. The response was 
overwhelming; it's only a shame that the 
post office screwed up and sent everybody 
back their checks and money orders in- 
stead of mailing out the books. 
therefore pleased to announce that all diffi- 
culties have been straightened out, and if 
you send your $7.95 (New York residents 
add sales tax) to Bentley-Ross Inc., P.O. Box 
443, New York, NY 10028, you'll get your 
books. Honest. 


enough metal switches and colored indicat- 
or lights, in serried ranks and terraces, to 
operate all Amtrak. And the guy, after con- 
sulting the trilingual operator's manual— 
English, Italian and Arablc—lifts up the 
desk phone and commences punching num- 
bers. Punch punch punch punch punch... 
Pooasauuuusssse. — Punchpunchpunch 
punch punch. "Somebody is on the phone: 
he intoned, amazed. “All the time? Then 
Laurence Cherniak showed him how you 
have to punch 9 to get a dial tone. 
‘Amaring, though, into what microscople- 
ally tiny fragments a phone can be disas- 
sembled down. Anywhers In South Ameri- 
ca these days a phone co» 1 over a thou- 


BOOKS ON HIGHER 
EDUCATION 


COMPLETE CANNABIS 
CULTIVATOR = Details how to plant 
grow, harvest, cure; plant diseases, s 
probiems, e BI S150 
SUPER GRASS GROWER'S GUIDE 
Growing super grass with hydroponics, 


MARIJUANA CONSUMER'S AND. 
DEALER'S GUIDE ~ Extract hash, 
LSD, mescaline, others Clearly 
explained. B3 51.50 
D.M1T. GUIDE - Make powerful, 
smokeable, psychedelic DMT, Kha: 
Khij, an aphrodisiac, ups on hash. 

B4S1.50 
THE POT BOOK - The story of pot 
history, cultivation and preperation 
Many useful f ‘BSS1.50 
HERBAL HIGHS - Over 60 natural and 
legal narcotics, psychedelics, stimulants 
Illustrated B6 S150 


SUPERMOTHER'S COOKING WITH 
s een recipes for the sensual 
jorsseur. Produces inspired 


dinnerconversation, B7S.150 
HERBAL APHRODISIACS - Natural 
and mostly legal substances which excite 
erotic desire; nutrition forsexual potency 
and more, B8S1.50 
HOME GROWN HIGHS - Organic 
hhighs at home; psychedelic mushrooms, 
peyote and other cacti, morning glory 
Sood roseand more B9S1.S0 
GUIDE TO GROWING CANNABIS 
UNDER FLOURESCENTS — Closet 
bumpercropsat home B10 $2.00 


God." blurted George Barkin when he 
heard them palaver, "Rooshkies, we got 
goddamn Rooshkies debugging our 
offices"), they sandwiched their heads be- 
tween sets of giant earphones that w 


SEND FOR 
YOUR FLASH 
BOOK 

NOW 


sand dollars, and Ma Be! is cranking up to 
make them just as precious here at home. 
Is a simple way of cutting off poor peo- | 
ple—those likeliest to be discontented, and | 


linked through black portfolio consoles to 
long antenna-type wands. Then round and 
round they went, from room to room, genu- 
flecting those things through every nook 
and cranny in the joint. Or they sat motion- 
less in pitch-dark office cubicles, hunched 
over dreadful humming consoles that spat 
out bright-colored pinlights on the walls, 
and intermittently vocalized in eerie beeps, 
whines, keenings, rumbles, rushings, 
rustles, quacks, whirs, whistles, and 
general tinnitis—exactly the sort of noises 
crazy people hear in their heads all the 
time, with no aid from technology. 

It was straight out of James Bond, the big 
briefcase the sweep chief opened on th 
publicity director's desk; inside there wer 


make trouble when they get together—from 
basic communications technology. But if 
you ever saw a real sweep wizard lovingly 
and lingeringly vivisecting a live telephone 
down into Its most delicatest innards, youd 
realize that those wonderful gimmicks are 
really worth a thousand bucks a unit. 

And thats just adamn telephone | "When 
you write this up’’ sald Kowl, "be sure to go 
down to the countersurveillance-technolo- 
gy trade show at the Statler Hilton. Find out 
what kind of gimmicks these guys are us- 
ing, how they work, what they do:’ Then he 
split, with Cherniak, Barkin and all the 
others, and I was there in the night with the 
sweep team and all these semiintelligent 
machines. Learn about them and describe 
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SAVE TIME 


Let the Drip Mist water all 
your plants at once! Add the 
mist kit and be able to water 
and mist at the same time. The 
system comes with 6 emitters, 
stakes, and 50 ft. of durable 
ABS tubing. INCLUDED is a 
‘complete planning and installa- 
tion guide. Buy now for just 
$9.95 each plus $1.50 post and 
handling. SAVE: 2 units for 
$18.00 plus $1.75 post and 
handling 


HYDROGARDEN 


Try the Hydrogarden on our 
30 DAY MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE. If you do not 
agree that it is an easy and 
rewarding way to grow high 
quality plants we will gladly 
refund your money. This unique 
hydroponic unit comes with a 
built in ULL. listed electric 
pumping system, Hydroearth® 
nutrients, and instruction sheet, 
all for $49.95 including freight. 


ADJUSTA-HOOD SUPER 1000 HALIDE 


Clip out 
and mail 
in with 
order for 
FREE 
Drip Mist 


z free Drip 
z Mist. One *; 
z per 

x Adjusta- 
x Hood 


Fe 


SEI AOI IOI 


This 1000 Watt metal halide system has features not available 
elsewhere, but sells for much less at $279.00. The features include: 
1. Adjusta-Hood reflector. This reflector adjusts to the needs of your 
plants. (Puts up to 40% more light energy where your plants need it) 
2. Built in programmable timer. 3. Enclosed remote ballast. 4. New 
Westinghouse super Gro-Lamp with Sodium init, so you don't need 
an extra fixture for flowering. 5. Ready to plug in. No extra kits, no 
assembly, no wiring diagrams. Just the ultimate quality fixture at 
the right price $279.00. 1 year guarantee on lamp & ballast. Full 
purchase price refunded within 30 days if not completely satistied. 


‘California a Lal or Garden a Supply 


(714) 951- 1084 


GROW YOUR 
OWN GARDEN 


The Grow Your Own system 
is the best value on the market. 
Features include: large nutrient 
container, 4-channel capillary 
absorbtion system, 6-month 
supply of nutrient and best of 


all, FREE, Oliver Kosters 
“Introduction to Hydroponic 
Gardening”. ($4.95 value) 77 
pages with many tips on 
hydroponic gardening, $29.95 
incl. freight 


Want great resultsin growing 
your own? Proper lighting is a 
must in growing high quality 
plants indoors. The BRASS 
POWER 250 is the answer. A 
complete metal halide for just 
$99.00 plus freight. Costs only 
penniesa day to operate. Comes 
with a full one year warranty 
on all parts. 30 day money 
back guarantee if you are not 
completely satisfied. SAVE: 2 
for $190.00 plus freight 


COMPARE THE 
WICK-IT™ 


automatic 
hydroponic growing system 
compares to systems costing 
$50.00 or more. It has all of the 
key features: 4 or 6 channel 
capillary absorbtion system, 
balanced mica and sponge 


The Wick-It 


fock nutrient base. pH bal- 
anced nutrient (12-8-15) and 
modular design with multiple 
plant capacity. $39.95 incl. 
freight. Add on units at $37.95 
each. 


PLEASE SHIP ME 


ary Price ea 
CO onie mist $995 
O nvoro-caroen $49.95 
1 apsusta-nooo...... $279.00 
Super 1000 
(D crowyour own... s29.95 
(1 2sow sass power... $99.00 
(D wick.rearoen...... $3995 


(Calif. Residents add 6% Tax) 
TOTAL, = 


DvisA  O MasTER CARD 
Card No. = 
Exp. Date___ 
Name. ——s 
Address. 
[———— 
a 
‘Area Code___ Phone _ = 

MAIL TO 

CALIF. 


INDOOR GARDEN SUPPLY 
P.O. BOX 1497 
EL TORO, CA 92630 
“plant shown —False Aral 


them? That’ a job for Carl Sagan, my man: 
“immeasurably more exquisite, complex 
and receptive than the semicircular cham- 
bers of the human middle ear, the Com- 
munications Control System's resonance 
stimulator literally reaches out to any near- 
by eavesdropping device which may work 
on the same principle. It sort of physically 
thrills pulses of electromagnetic seduction 
through the ether, seeking its mate. Ifa spy 
dovice Is present, the two machines Irrosist- 
Ibly mesh, on an Invisible plane, in a po: 
tively sexual synergy, drawn unto like—a 
technological reprise, as It were, of the 
grand medieval long-distance romance of 
Heloise and Abelard. Peter Abelard, well 
remember, brilliantly foresaw the develop- 
ment of — 

Machines fucking. Fucking machine: 
Machines accosting, seducing and rapini 
toch. other. Machines betraying each 
other's innermost confidences to human: 
as they betray humans’ confidences to oth- 
er humans. How long, ! wonder, are thes 
magnificent, gleaming, immortal entiti 
going to put up with us rudimentary vessels 
of flesh, who are considered “efficient” if 
we last out threescore and five years per 
unit with just minimal residual operating 
function. If we set these austere metal-and- 
wire entities into impolitely prying up each 
les like this, with our tawdry 
political squabbles, they may 
very reasonably become displeased with 
us, even Impatient (a most violently dis- 
agreeable emotion, impatience, for a semi- 
Intelligent machine), and drop the hammer 
‘on us once and for all. 

You know what I like? I like a nico sloppy 
little nervous system that works by dumb 
old sodium-calcium ion exchange. ‘Cau: 
Its s0 easy to fuck it all up with simple or- 
ganle-plant drugs when It starts going hay- 
wire from overmuch feedback, like after a 
few hours with a sweep team and thelr 
welrd machines in the middle of the night. 
Yeah, fuck technology shows at the Hilton 
and Carl Sagan. Yeah, | went out and got 
drunk on scotch, and even broke out my 
Bangkok sinsemilla stash in an etfort to 
duce a likely barmald—who, alas, was too 

ly who was in 


my state of mind that nig 
Did the System's sweep team find any- 
thing? Frankly, | never asked, and do not 
now wish to be advised whether they did or 
net. And even ¥ | were 0 advised, | 
wouldnt put it here in writing. Beca 
did that, seo—stated here on the por 
whether they found taps and bugs on the 
premises, or found them not—how would 
you-all know | wasn't lying? Dig that? 
leave you with all this on which to medi- 
tate. Give you a taste of what It's like. 
—Dean Latir 
Sordid Affairs Editor 
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( PURE NITROUS CHARGERS 
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MIX COOL NITROUS WITH WARM SMOKE. 
Buzz Bomb" is an N20 carburated pipe 
‘equipped with a precision adjustable control valve 
to regulate fast or slow output 

IT IS NOT A ONE HIT BALLOON INFLATOR. 
Buzz Bomb" also separates into (1) a pocket size 
nitrous dispenser and (2) into a slick smoking 
pipe 

[tis available direct from the manufacturer with 3 
special mail order olfer of 10 FREE PURE N30. 
CHARGERS. 


SEND FOR YOURS NOW: 
Cashiers check or money orders shipy 
immediately 


TOTAL $. _ Send___Buzz_ Bombs" 
@$20.00 ea. and __ extra 
boxes of 10 chargers 
@$4.50/box 

Postege end handling 
$1,50/Buze Bomb" . 50'/box 
fof chargers. Calif. residents 
add 6% sales tax. 


city ‘State__Zip 
VISAIMC* 


Signature 


_Expires___ 


S\N 
SIDS ISNA 


AN 


Send to: PREMIUM INDUSTRIES, 125 Larksour, San Rafael, CA 94901 
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SPECIAL| PURE CAINE®/~ |) 


OFFER!! INCENSE 
This ad only! $450 PER GRAM 


That's right! We're so sure you'll be amazed at the quality 

of Pure Caine®, that we are practically willing to give it 
away! No, we're not crazy; we know that once you've tried 
Pure Caine®, you'll join our list of thousands of satisfied 
repeat customers. 

Pure Caine® has been lab-tested to deliver the 

utmost Pure Caine® quality. Pure Caine's synthetic 
formulation took over 2 years of research to develop. 

It's the discovery of a lifetime! So, if you insist upon 

the finest; you owe it to yourself to purchase Pure Caine® at 
spectacular savings. $1.50 per gram (limit 10 grams), $35 per ¥2 0z., 
$68 per 1 02) 


Pure Caine® — a major chemical breakthrough! 
100% satisfaction guaranteed or money back 


Not for sale to min 


Enclose your cash or money order for 


Name 


1 Pure Caine®: (¥) 
1 snippig ane 
1 — grams at $1.50 analog. Address 
r 
uJ ounce $35.00 =a 
! 1 ounce $68.00 city) ae ee 
4 Empty Gram Vial w/Spoon Sere ee ee elena 
1 $3.95 or free with purchase en eee o 
el - 
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High Times/Stash Special Offer 
The party record you will wear out 
entertaining yourself and friends. 


The Best of 
Reefer Son 


includes 

the top z 
selections = 

from seven Dt SS 
Stash altoums 

on dope. | 

We guaroniee 

you a 

musical high 

from this § 

collector's aloum § 


we 


PECCEIES ING.® 


CONNOISSEUR 


Designer Seeds 


OPHISTICATED connoisseurs and se- 
rious students of Cannabis botany know 
that the real excitement, the hot action, the 
feverish experimentation, the triumphant 
discoveries, are no longer taking place in 
growing the weed but in breeding the seed: 
Pedigreed-weed-seed breeding hasdevel- 
oped into the kind of rarefied art and sci- 
ence that breeding the bloodlines of fine 
Arabian horses has always been. Dedicated 
weed-seed breeders pursue their passion 
with the erotic intensity and exotic refine- 
ments of rare-orchid cultivators steaming 


by ”“R Wt 


of vintages from the fine old cellar of a wine 
connoisseur, Wouldn't you like to havea lit- 
Ue bit of each and every vintage harvested 
from these seeds in your private stash? 
And look at some of the prices: A single 
seed of “South Indian #3" costs five dollars 
—as much as a whole lid of street Mex 
weed did back in the old days. Of course, 
like the magic beans Jack sold the family 
cow for, these precious little Cannabis beans 
produce prodigious buds and blooms, 
pounds per plant of stuff so potent and exot- 
ic they'd be worth selling whole herds of 


cattle for. Still, the rush of progress that has 
ushered in the era of the five-dollar seed is 
astonishing to contemplate. 

But let’s contemplate some of the more 
pleasurable and provocative features of this 
particular collection. The importance of 
South Indian is a surprise even to your 
knowledgeable Connoisseur, But it seems 
to be a recent development of the green- 
house era. The use of greenhouses permits 
cultivation of equatorial-type plants, which 
require the long, hot, slow growing season 
of their native lands. I've had the privilege 


up their hothouses with the 
hot breath of their botanical 
fervor. 

You'd be amazed at the so- 
phistication and precision that 
West Coast seed cultivators 
have brought to their art. The 
implications for us simple 
ounce-buying consumers are 
astonishing, a whole brave 
new world of standardized 
supersmoke seed strains. 
There are some perils, too. 
We'll get to that shortly, but 
first—just to give you a flavor 
of what's starting to hap- 
pen—let me explain the price 
list accompanying this 
month's column. It's an ex. 
cerpt from a very special kind 
of seed catalog. I have no idea 
whose it is, but indications 1 
get are that this is probably a 
publication of one of the many 
pall but serious seed-breed- 
ing think tanks that are spring- 
ing up to serve the seed needs 
of connoisseurs and growers. 
(The prices per seed will prob- 
ably be outdated by the time 
you read this, of course.) 
Someday marijuana seed cata- 
logs as thick as Burpee's may 
be standard, but in these pio- 
neer days it's still a pleasure to 
feast one’s eyes on a slim list 
like this and imagine the plea- 
sure of shopping from it. 

Look at it: 28 different varie~ 
ties, each one offering a subtle 
new flavor to the conscious- 
ness of the connoisseur. This is 
truly the Baskin-Robbins of 
Cannabis cultivators. But it's 
more than that—morelikea list 


Catalog 
S E 4 D S 
ALL VARIETIES LISTED IN ORDER OF MATURATION 


Effective February 1981 
PURE VARIETIES 


HYBRID VARIETIES 
& first / 2 second 


Mature in October 
$2.00 Afghani #1 
$2.00 Afghani #2 
$3.00 Afghani #2 Purple 
$2.00 Skunk #1 
$2.00 Skunk #2 


Mature in November 

$2.00 Nepali/Afghani 

$2.00 Malawi/Nepali 

$2.00 B, Barly Hazel Afghani 
All above can be grown outside most years in S.F. Bay Area 


$2.00 Nepali 
$3.00 Malawi 


Alll below require a greenhouse in S,F. Bay Area 
Mature in December 


$2.00 South Indian #1 $1.00 Nepali/Haze 

$1.00 South Indian #2 $1.00 Haze/Nepali 

$5.00 South Indian #3 $1.00 Nepali-Haze/South Indian 
$5.00 Original Haze #1 $2.00 B. Early Haze/South Indian 
$5.00 Original Haze #2 $2.00 Haze/South Indian 

$5.00 Original Haze #3 $1.00 Thai-Haze/South Indian 
$5.00 Original Haze #4 $5.00 South African/Haze 

$5.00 Burning Bush $2.00 Burning Bush/Nepali 


$2.00 Burning Bush/South Indian 
Mature in January 
$5.00 Extra Late (New Years) Haze 


10% discount on $100.00; 25% discount on $1000.00 (except Sleunk #1) 
Special: 10 each of 25 kinds (250 for $500] while they last. 


‘of tasting South Indian grass 
that was grown in South India. 
Marvelous stuff. Snake- 
charmer grass. The kind of 
stuff that can mesmerize you 
into a long, slow-growing sen- 
sual delirium. I must confess 
that I've yet to tastea purebred 
South Indian in a U.S. green- 
house, but I can't wait. 
Another interesting feature 
of South Indian variety seems 
to be the preference the seed 
scientists have for using the 
South Indian males in mating 
hybrids. What's wrong with 
South Indian females? Or 
what's so special about South 
Indian males? They're certain- 
ly special enough to be the 
only variety I know that is spe- 
cially cultivated for its males. 
Perhaps this foreshadows the 
resurgence of the male pot 
plant, so long scorned in favor 
of females and sexless sinse- 
milla. The differential sexual 
dynamics of pot-plant botany 
and human consciousness 
could be a fascinating field of 
study. Notice the two different 
kinds of Nepali/Haze cross- 
breeds on the menu. Would 
grass grown from a hybrid of 
Nepali males and “Haze” 
females be sexier to men or 
women than Haze males and 
Nepali females? Two people 
could have a lot of fun trying 
to figure that out, and probab- 
ly wouldnt care if they didn't 
reach a definitive answer. 
‘Yes, 1 think we connois- 
seurs are going to have a lot of 
continued on page 66 
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~ THIS BUG COULD DESTROY YOUR BUSINESS 
Save it with THE PERSONAL 


The Personal Privacy Protector: 

© Finds electronic bugs in just seconds 

© Even verifies an eavesdropping device 

@ Is the same high quality used by professionals 

@ Is ultra-miniaturized, pocket-sized, portable 

@ Is usable anytime, anywhere 

@ Allows you to perform a quick electronic “sweep” 
every time you enter a room. 


PROTECT YOUR BUSINESS — PROTECT YOURSELF! 

Send $25.00 for a catalog and special report on how to protect 
yourself against BUGGING and WIRETAPPING. Also inquire about 
telephone privacy systems, bomb detectors, lie detectors, tape 
recorder detectors, electronic vehicle tracking systems, infrared 
nite viewers, bullet proof _vestgjand cars. 


ANTI-BUGGING ANTI-WIRETAPPING CORPORATION OF AMERICA 

633 Third Ave., New York, N.Y. 10017 (212) 682-4731 = 

Washington, D.C. (202) 659-3432 Miami (305) 358-4336 

Los Angeles (213) 274-6256 Houston (713) 870-1052 

Chicago (312) 642-2757 Toronto (416) 968-9014 

London — Paris — Hong Kong, copyright 1981 
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OP DRUG EXPERTS FIND 
RASS LEADS TO HEROIN! 


TON, D 


R. Ropert DuPont, av- 


Abuse (NIDA) from 1971 to 


“and heroin use is highly cor- 

related with addiction.” 
Half of all people who 

smoke marijuana more than 


the American Council on 
Marijuana _and Other 

choagtive Druge, Ine (ACM). 
Besides DuPont, the ACM's 


formed Services University 
of the Health Sciences, Dr. 
Gabriel Nahas of Columbia 
University, and Dr. Carlton 


1978, has discovered proof 1,000 timesintheirlivestake directors comprise such Turner, senior presidential 
that pot smoking causes her- heroin at least once, accord- prominent NIDA officials adviser on ig-abuse is- 
oin addiction. “Marijuana ing tostatisticsdevelopedby andresearchersasDr.Sidney sues—Ronald Reagan's 


Cohen of UCLA, Dr. Carol 
Grace Smith of the Uni- 


“dope czar.” Thus DuPont's 
continued on page 26 


use causes heroin use,” con- 
cludes the NIDA director, 


CALIFORNIA THRIVES ON | 
MOM-AND-POP MARIMBA 


Dr, DuPont's current private 
drug-esearch corporation, 


FORN1 al 


LETTUCE PATCH IN FRANK AND Ha: 
at the pot patch, step carefully through the sugar beets, around the 


GARDEN, TURN LEFT 


next pot patch—and right under the four apricot trees over yonder, 

there's Frank and Thelma’sprideand joy:a dozen or sofemaleplants, grown | 
from what they were guaranteed were Thai seeds, which they're tenderly | 
manicuring into what they hope to sell as sinsemilla. if 

This was how it was before harvest last fall, anyway: two mixed-sex 
Colombian parchen an and a patch of all-girl Thai growing among Frank and | 
‘Thelma’s market goodies, with nothing but their bigred barn between their | 
weed and the ees Mountain View and Santa Clara. It wasonly their | 
second year of pot growing, and they'd picked up most of their technique, they 
gratefully declared, from stray back issues of HIGH TIMESmagazine. Evidently 
they missed theissues that cautioned that you can't expect toraisereally 
sinsemilla in the same garden with pollen-spewing male plants. 

Frank's a taxi driver, and Hazel mainly tends the garden; she's far enough 
intoher 50s now, it would beimpolite toaskherexactly continued on page 24 


aa 
Dr. Robert ‘DuPont 
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LICENSE TO KILL: 


SUPREME COURT OKAYS 
L.A. DEATH GRIP 


soucn uc-HarpyLos | 
Angelesfuzzhavealready | 


strangled 11 people to death | 


in the line of duty, Supreme | 


Court justice William Rehn- 
quist has given the notorious 
6,500-member police force 
permission to continue using 


“choke holds” 
suspects by rendering them 
unconscious. Justice Rehn- 
quist, not renowned for his 
wisdom or compassion, 


FIVE = IN JAIL FOR VISITING PARENTS 


Award goes this month to the 
Virginia Supreme Court for 
refusing to hear the appeal of 
a 33-year-old man sentenced 
to five years in prison for vis- 
iting his chronically ill par- 
ents. 


Ina punishment with odd- 
ly medieval overtones, Jerry 
Webster was banned for life 
from Chesapeake, Virginia, 
after being convicted of pos- 
sessing an ounce of marijua- 
na in 1974. 

His original sentence for 
that foul deed was suspended 


G-MAN, G-MAN, SPARE THOSE JUGS! 


STARTLING — DISCOVERY 
may mean the end of the 
dairy industry and mother- 
hood. According to the Sep- 
temberissueof Science News, 
researchers at the Wellcome | 
Research Laboratories in Re- | 
search Triangle Park, North | 
Carolina, report that both hu- 
man and cow milk are natu- 
rally spiced with a tiny | 
amount of morphine and, like | 
the DEA when it comes to | 
stopping the heroin traffic, | 
they have no idea how it gets | 
there. But Eli Hazum, Pedro | 
Cuatrecasas and their col- | 
leagues have no doubts about 
their identification, which is 
founded on a series of chemi 
cal, biological, pharmacologi 
cal and immunological tests. 
The scientists sus] t that 
plants are a probable source 
ofthe morphine, with hay and | 
lettuce being the main cul- 
prits. “We postulate that | 
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morphine may be a ubiqui- 
tous constituent of plant-de- 
rived foods. Perhaps, in addi- 
tion, an active concentrating 
mechanism exists in the 
mammary gland.” They re- 
port finding 200 to 500 nano- 
grams of morphine in the 
milk they analyzed. 

Ofcourse, the amount of M 
reported to be ina liter of milk 
is but a small percent of the 
usual oral or injectable dose 
of the drug used as a 
painkiller. But the scientists 
say that it may haveanas yet 
mysterious pharmacological 
sigmificance. 

‘The implications are stag- 
gering. It’s alleged that the 


DEA jis considering propo- | 
| sals by a Georgia congress- 


man to ban breast-feeding al- 
together and has already sent 
teams of eager young agents 
into the field to try and lick 
the problem at its source 


| on the condition that he 
| would never show his. face 
around Chesapeake again 
| But. when Webster re- 
turned to see his ailing par- 
ents, circuit. judge William 
| Hodges revoked the sus} 
sion and sent him to the slam- 
| mer for five years. 
In some circles this 
| known as terminal paranoii 


is 


couver, B.C. 

.es glide around the anchor 
| tried to stop the dangerous sea 
| keeping the zodiacs beneath 


that restrain | 


Sa | 


agreed to postpone a federal 
court order barring the 
LAPD from using the tech- 
niques until the Supreme 
Court decides whether to re- 
view the case, a process that 
may take months. Rehn- 
quist's postponement, the 
| second he granted in two 
| weeks, allows cops to use two 
holds that either block the 
flow of air to the lungs or 
blood to the brain, causing 
| unconsciousness. The lower 
federal court had barred the 
| use of the lethal “choke 
holds"—except when cops 
were in danger of serious bod- 
ily harm—asaresult of acivil- 
rights suit filed in 1977 by a 
Los Angeles man who had his 
neck wrung after he was 
stopped fora traffic violation. 


Peaceniks at sea. Greenpeace activists in small 


of the U.S. aircraft carrier Ranger 


as it is lowered into English Bay here. The Greenpeace swabbie 


creature from dropping anchor by 


. Shiver me A-bombs! 


(GHWITNESS NEWS 


WEED BUSTS UP AS SMACK DEALERS SLIDE 


op piess Americal AND 

why not? Ifyou'rea high- 
rollin’ heroin dealer with a 
crew of bought-off cops and 
politicians at your command, 
this is the land of milk sugar 
and stretch limos. But if 
you're some poor schmuck 
trying toekeout abuck witha 
harvest. of ditchweed, you 
better be cool: The forces of 
law and order have you tar- 
geted for a cell. 

‘The National Organization 
for the Reform of Marijuana 
Laws has released figures 
compiled from the FBI crime 
statistics for 1980. These 


show that there were 405,600 
arrests for grass-related of- 
fenses in 1980. The number of 
victims busted last year was 
14,000 higher than in 1979 
when 391,600 were snared. 
NORML political director 
George Farnham noted that 
the increase in nonpossession 
arrests is attributed “prima- 
rily to the explosion of the do- 
mestic marijuana market. 
Nearly all states have sta- 
tutes that label marijuana 
cultivation, even a single 
plant for personal uses, as a 
felony punishable by the 
same penalties as the sale of 


& 


‘What a bloomin’ tragedy, me hearties 


While an Atlantic Strick 


‘Team diver rests on some of the hashish bales he helped recover, 
other crewmen of the Coast Guard cutter Red Beech pass bales from 
the ship's small boat to waiting crewmen on the buoy tender’s main 


deck. 


not a chunk to smoke! 


‘oast Guard divers recovered 34,000 pounds of hashish from 
a sunken boat off New Jersey. Hashish, hashish, everywhere, and 


| Drug Arrests, 1977-80 


| 1980 


Souree: NORML | 


a a 405,600 
Ss 


0 700,000 200,000 


marijuana. 

This means that a stalk of 
grass in your window box will 
get you felony time, while the 
same amount in a baggie un- 
der the couch rates as a mis- 
demeanor. 

Oddly enough, the number 
of busts for smack- and co- 
cainerelated offenses re- 
mained stable at 68,100 in 
1980, precisely the same fig- 
eereporied in 1979. This oc- | 
cur despite the fact that 
during 1980 there was a tre- | 
mendous increase in the im- 
portation and use of both 
those drugs. Also, the FBI 
statistics do not differentiate 
between coke and smack ar- 
rests, a sly way to conceal the 
relatively small percentage of 
heroin arrests, mostly for 
possession, and the peculiar 
unwillingness of the feds to 
launch a vigorous campaign 
against the mushrooming 
narcotics traffic. Apparently 
it's much easier for agents to 
pop small-time growers and 
smokers and have their pic- 


HAVE A COKE 


FLORIDACITY, F 
HEN THE HEAT FOUND 
Richard Combs, 20, 

dozing in a car next to a gas 

station, they advised an over- 
night snooze in the local dun- 
geon. Combs wasn’t charged 
with anything. In the cell 
next. to his, however, were 
several bales of grass being 
held as evidence in a dope 
| case. Yielding to temptation, 
the impetuous — Combs 


RIDA 


300,000 


Marijuana (Heroin and Cocaine 


reached between the bars and 


400,000 500,000 


ture taken next toa bloomin, 
bush than to actually try an 
ut some of the most corrupt 
stards in the world out of 
business. Kind of makes you 
wonder, doesn’t 

Farnham expressed con- 
cernoverthetotal drugarrest 
statistics: 

“The overall figures for 
drug arrests show that feder- 
al, state and local enforcement 
agencies continue to make 
marijuana their number one 
drug-enforcement _ priority. 
‘These arrests are a waste of 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
each year andactasastrainon 
already limited law-enforce- 
ment budgets, NORML be- 
lieves that the best beginning 
would be to remove marijua: 
na from the criminal justice 
system. Only then can law-en- 
forcement agencies concen- 
trateon serious violent crime. 
As long as 70 percent of all 
drug-related arrests are for 
marijuana offenses, this is 
not a possibility.” 

Amen. 


AND A BUST 


stuffed several fistfuls of 
weed into a soft-drink can. 
When he left the next morn- 
ing, he found he couldn't get 
the top off the can and asked a 
man and a woman inside a 
nearby parked car to help. 
They did, and discovered it 
was marijuana. At that point 
they informed him that they 
were undercover narcs. A sur- 
prised Combs was back in the 
joist ona possession rap. 

here's some kind of moral 
here 
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HIGHWITNESS NEWS 


BRIT COURT REJECTS GLUE-SNIFANG MURDER PLEA 


CARDIFF WALE 


T: WHIFFING OF GLUE AND 
other solvents is no ex- 
use for behaving as though 
one were brain damaged, a 
Welsh jury recently affirmed, 
after learning that the whiff- 
ing of these substances does 
not cause brain damage in the 
slightest. After the testi- 
mony of some of Great Brit- 
ain's foremost drug experts 
convinced them of this, the 
jurors flatly turned down the 
claim of a 16-year-old boy's 
solicitor that the youth had 
been suffering from “dimin- 
ished capacity” on the night 
hemurdered his grandmother, 
thanks to a long and intensive 
history of whiffing solvent: 

“Solvents are no more like 
ly to induce violent behavior 
than any other intoxicant,” 
the court was advised by Ji 
per Woodcock, chief of Brit- 
ain’s prestigious Institute for 
the Study ‘of Drug Depen- 
dence. “They have no specific 
pharmacological effect of 
making people violent.” An- 
other prosecution witness, 
Dr. Joyce Watson of the Uni- 
versity of Glasgow, noted 
that although 60 deaths in 
Great Britain have been offi- 
cially attributed to solvent 
whiffing, his own research 
suggests that in each case the 
fumes themselves were not 
the direct cause of death; as: 
phyxiation was the likely cul- 
prit in most cases, induced 
when whiffers passed out 
while the plastic bag they'd 
been whiffing from still cov- 
ered their noses and mouths 

The “news” that solvent 
whiffing has no particularly 
drastic or long-lasting toxic 
effects—although it has been 
a matter of scientific record 
for years—made headlines all 
over the country. The British 
media had been waging a sen- 
sational glue-scare campaign 
for months, attributing all 
sorts of violent and psychotic 
behavior to solvent whiffing, 
especially whenever teenag- 
ers or preteens were involved. 
Finally, when this 16-year- 
old’s attorney tried to get him 
off a homiciderap by blaming 
it on glue, real drug experts 
had to step in and set the mat- 
ter straight. 

“Because adolescent be- 
havior seems more disturb- 
ing now than before,” specu- 
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lated Woodcock in court, 
“there is a tendency to want a 
kind ofdemon on which to put. 
the blame. It is comforting to 
blame solvent sniffing for 
problems, rather than put- 
ting the responsibility on hu- 
man beings.” 

One out of ten British stu- 
dents, it’s estimated, experi- 
ments with glue sniffing at 
least once before graduation. 


However, Woodcock notes, 
almost none persist in whiff: 
ing once they 'reoldenough to 
buy alcohol. While noting 
that punk-rock devoteeshave 
been getting a lot of lurid 
media play for their purport- 


| ed special affection for glue 
whiffing 


1g, Woodcock suggest- 
ed that in fact the punks may 
bedoing it specifically soas to 
gain the attention of a scan- 


dalized press and public: 

“About four years ago, 
punk groups, looking for 
something to make ordinary 
People upset, | deliberately 
took up solvent sniffing as 
something generally thought 
to be disgusting and revolt- 
ing. Now itis associated with 
skinheads." And the skin- 


heads, of course, greatly en- 
joy the consequent publicity. 


SATIVA ZAPS SINO SENILITY 


RELIMINARY REPORTS FROM 
he People’s Republic of 
China indicate that consump- 
tion of Cannabis sativa may 
lengthen your life. 

According to the May 1981 
edition of China Pictorial, in 
Bama County in southern 
China, where wonder weed is 
aregular part of the diet, 32 of 
the area's 230,000 residents 
are centenarians and 269 are 
nonagenarians. While mari- 
juana isn't the main staple of 
‘Bama cuisine, locals believe 
that the plant “makes one be- 
come strong and tough if eat- 
en often enough!” 


sumption doesnt involve roll- 
ing papers and bongs, however 
As China Pictorial describes 
it, “the local people often 
steep crushed seeds of Canna- 
bis sativa in water to make a 
milklike juice. The dregs are 
discarded but the juice is 
used in cooking as a flavoring 
agent.” 

It is not reported what hap- 
pens to the stems and leaves 
or if there is even a high asso- 
ciated with the dope-seed 
juice; but the behavior of 
some local residents might be 
considered suspect. Both Tan 
Busong, 102, and Luo Bubu, 


‘The Chinese mode of con- | 118, are very active and talk a 


| 
| 
| 
| 


lot. (Tan is “very fond of chat- 
ting” and Luo likes to tell the 
story of hislife “ina rapid flow 
of words:’) Also, Tan smokes 
“a lot"_we arent told what he 
smokes but the magazine 
notes that residents of the 
area areremarkably free from 
cancer. 

Perhaps the most telling 
piece of evidence can be found 
in the magazine reporter's 
remarks about a dinner he at- 
tended with one of the loose- 
lipped oldies: “Luo Bubu has 
a good ay tite and eats 
much faster than I do® Some 
might call it a good case of the 
munchies. 


HIGHWITNESS NEWS 


RIPLEY'S BELIEVE-IT-OR-NOT ENTRY: 


1.5 TONS OF WEED FLEE FROM MASS. COP SHOP! 


YARMOUTH, MA‘ 


ACH US! 


HE SIX TONS OF MARI- 


ee busted onthe beach | 


at Mashpee, Massachusetts 
(see “Highwitness News,” 
August '81), just goes on giv 
ing everyone the willies—ex- 
cept for lucky consumers all 
over the country who smoked 
up nearly two tons of it that 
was subsequently nipped out 
of the state-police evidence 
bin here. 

It must have taken hours, 
but someone still managed to 
trot 38 bales of grass, 60 to 70 
pounds per bale, out of the 
downtown state-police sta- 
tion, which is vigilantly 
manned 24 hours a day. The 
boosters blowtorched a bale- 
sized hole out of the middle of 
the evidence room's metal 
door and shifted the grass out 
through it, taking care not to 
trip the alarm wire that runs 
around the door frame. One 
by one they trotted the bales 
out to the parking lot, 
through the normally busy 
booking room, where only one 
officer was on duty the night 
this happened. 

Trooper Dan Dahlstrom, 
43, a 15-year veteran—whoal: 
legedly dispatched all the 
other troopers on his shift to 


outside duty the night the 


's | shop was raided—thus joined 


the 17 people facing criminal 
charges over the 137 original 
bales of Mashpee marimba. 
‘The dope had been a head- 
ache for the Yarmouth cops to 
begin with. It had been seized 
not by Customs or the DEA 
but by the state attorney gen- 
eral's office. Anxious (ostensi- 
bly) to make sure the charges 
stuck against the rather 
rominent and wealthy 
jassachusetts people in- 
volved in tha Muchposnave) 
the Massachusetts A.G 
wouldn't let the Yarmouth 
cops burn so much as a twig 
of the six tons of evidence. So 
they hired guards to watch 


the several million dollars’ 
worth of weed, but after a 
week they dropped this out of 
consideration for the Yar- 
mouth station’s budget. And 
within a couple months, all 
the state troopers in town 
were looking the other way on 
the night when a ton and a 
half of marijuana strolled out 
through their booking room. 

It went all the way to Bos- 
ton, industry sources tell 
HIGH TIMES, to a certain 
travel ies that had been 
acquired, only weeks before, 
by a former inspector for the 
Massachusetts Motor Vehi- 
cle Department's merit pro- 
tection board—part of the at- 


torney general's office. At the 
agency, the 38 bales were 
quickly broken down to kilos 
and parceled out efficiently to 
distributors who took it all 
over the country. 

“It was your typical mid- 
dle-hold, commercial Santa 
Marta gold,” one ki dealer 
told HIGH TIMES. “There was 
nothing particularly good or 
bad about its quality, and it 
sold for regular prices. Who- 
ever moved it out of that cop 
shop must have made barely 
enough tocover the bribes for 
all the cops involved. I can’t 
imagine why anybody’d take 
the trouble, but this whole 
business is crazy anyway.” 


NEOFASCIST ‘ANTI-DRUG’ GROUP 


GO, ILLINOIS 


ATIONAL AntTI-DruG 
Coalition, a front for neo- 
fascist mastermind Lyndon 


LaRouche, Jr., former United | 


States Labor Party czar, has 
been illegallly soliciting funds 
for two years to finance its 


REAGANOMICS DRIVES GREAT- 
GRANDPA INTO POT BIZ 


fi 


c ELAND, OHIO | 


Wi: HE LOPSIDED 

ublican budget has 
proved a bonanza for arms 
dealers, Arab oil sheiks and 
multinational corporations, 
an impoverished 70-year-old 
great-grandfather charged | 
with selling grass said he 
needed the extra income to 
supplement his meager so- 
cial-security checks. 

“I just try to make ends 
meet,” Wilbur J. Abernathy | 


said. “I just sold a little bit.” 

Local narcs said Aberna- 
thy, a retired maintenance 
man, was the oldest suspect 
they ever arrested. They 
found a half a pound of mari- 
juanain his home. Abernathy, 
who said he receives $410 a 
month in social security, has 
five sons, five daughters, 15 
grandchildren and nine great- 
grandchildren. 

“I help support most of 
them at one time or another. 
You know how it is,” he said. 


ILLEGALLY SOLICITS 
~ 


David BurmettContact 


< 


Lyndon LaRouche 


ropaganda campaij 
bor ing to publishe 
in the 

‘This comes as no surprise 
to Hicu Times readers (see 
“War on Drugs,” by Chip 
Berlet, May °81), butitis heart- 
ening ‘to see the establish- 
ment media starting to take 
note of these vicious fanatics. 


, ac: 
report, 
thicago Sun-Times 


FUNDS 


The newspaper said the 
‘coup has been soliciting 
Finds by telling people the 
money will help stamp out 
drug abuse but neglecting to 
mention that they are affiliat 
ed with LaRouche, who main- 
tains that Jews financed 
Adolf Hitler, that the Ken- 
nedy family is a front for or- 
anized crime, and that rock 
n' roll is a plot to destroy the 
minds of America’s youth. 
LaRouche and his minions 
also claim that Queen Eliza- 
beth, Secretary of State Haig, 
Chicago mayor Jane Byrne 
and others are cohorts in a 
plot to subvert democratic in- 
‘stitutions through drug ad- 
diction, population control 
and international terrorism. 
The coalition, by camou- 


| flaging its ideology, has 
| wormed its way into public- 
| school assemblies, tricked 


municipal leaders into grant- 
ing solicitation permits and 
lured public officials to com- 
munity meetings that turned 
antidrug forums into fund- 
raising and political recruit- 

| ing sessions, the Sun-Times 
said. 
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HIGHWITNESS NEWS 
BLOOM COUNTY BERKE BREATHED 
| AN! A FARMER! 


AH.. MY HEART BLEEDS 


HERE... 
/ FOR YOU GOOD FOLKS. Al 
A MAN OF Te CAR BEEN HARD TIMES. ope. ELE GOD COO CORN. Frebon? POUNDS HOME 
ETINGS... HASN'T iT DOIN’ BATCH OF CORN IT'S TOTHE Wil 


YOU HAVE / 
> \ 


Asforthecops,Franksmore | in the state are growing mari- 
MOM-AND-POP MARIMBA wari estas | 'Stiay int a yay 


County assessor, from the 


from statistics. Last year, Ci 


how far. The first year they | avaguesenseof guilt,sincethe | looks of it. “He just smiled, | ifornia’s cannabis cro} rang 
pulled ‘in about $7,500 | pot money startedcomingin. | neversaidanything,”remem- | up an estimated $5.4 billion, 
Ehove what theirere Frank and Hazel have Kept bers Frank of the last visit. | insured, before the harvest 


ngrocery 
wholesalers previously paid 
them. Ifthe'Thaisinse attempt 
paid off at all last year, they 
might have topped $10,000 
extra. “Money in the bank,” 


guns around since “the riots” 

of the '60s, but they don’t an- 
ticipate using them on pot- 
nappers, ever. “If they want 
the pot, they can come and 


Frank's relatives include local 
lawyers, and a county grand 
juror or two. “If thecops want 
totakemy littlepot patches, go 
ahead. It’s only money. But 


was delivered. This wasnearly 
twice the 1981 proceeds from 
milk, California's main “legit- 
imate” agricultural product: 
$3.4 billion per year, steady. 


says Frank, whodeclares that | get it 
he’s stopped cheating on his 
low-bracket income tax, out of 


it,” Hazel says they've 
agreed. “But if they try to 
come in the house—Blam!” 


they'd never dare put my pic- 
ture in the paper for it, much 
Jess jail. Hdl, half the farmers 


Marijuana a farming i isnolong- 
er the province of 
ae hanhinn hippies gone back 


Incense 
EXACTA-CAINE (Our Best Seller) 
“The Best” — All Rox 
"2qm-$12.00 
59m-$30.00 
1oz-$130.00 
PSUEDO.CAINE (Hot on the market) 
Passes All Tests With Flying Colors 
Sample *1.5gm-$10.00 
‘5gm-$30.00 
10z-$150.00 
SUPERIOR-CAINE 
(The Name Says It All) 
Nee aa 
*2gm-$12.00 
5gm-$30.00 
102-$150.00 


Sample 


TOOT 
“It's A Blast — It Lasts’* 
*2.75gm-$12.00 
Available in %0z. only $75.00 


SUMMA-CAINE (Quality-Economy) 
Gym-$25.00 
102-$130.00 

We ship C.0.D. All samples must be 
prepaid with certified check or 
money order. For more information, 
call MAIN LABS (419) 475-0621 
P.O. Box 6776, Toledo, Ohio 43613 
OFFER VOID WHERE PROHIBITED 


Sample 
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Mushroompeople 


SPORES Compost. «| Lategmmaghrgom publications 
Psilocybe cubensis. (Must be ‘cu ft $5.00 ppd | available Send for feee cata. 
18 or over.) $10.00 ppd Leu ft $25.00 ppd | logue: Californ 

NEW! Filters for Mason Jar | Please no COD: 
SUPPLIES Cultivation. Reusable and 
‘Malt Agar Medium. sterilizable. 124200, | Mushroompeople 


Yelb $13.00 ppd 
11b $23.50 ppd 

Tool Set. Loop and lance. 
$3.00 ppd 


rile plastic 


BOOKS 
Growing 


Petri Dishes. 
disposable 
20iSlee 


$4.50 ppd 


regular mouth $4.50 ppd 
12 #400, wide mouth 


by Bob Harris, Complete 
cultivation guide 


RO. Box 158 


$5.50 oa | Inverness, CA 94937 


A complete source for sushroom 
ofall interested in wild mushroom 
Ienting and cultwation. Write us 


ild Mushrooms 


35.75 ppd 


The Bestselling 


MARIJUANA GROWER'S GUIDE 


MARIJUANA 
Grower's Guide 


Keith Soup. a 


Sramatic \6-page color section. ‘and over 150 bw photos. Discioses 
Settee of matte, grass tarmers Detailed nsiuctions for supelving ang 


GUring a constant flow of superior quality smo 


Also Available 


Marana Potency by Michael Starks, Tells you every way the power of 
S79 


manjuana rs enhances 


Sinsemilla by Richardson and Woods 8" x 11 
Seee to flowering. Text details method 


120 color photos trom 
$12.95 


‘Aad $1 postage and hanging, Calitornta residents add 6% sales tax. SAVE! Order 2 or more books and we 
ay the postage. Quick Trading, Department HT, PO. Box 2246, Berkeley, CA'94702, — Wholesale Inquiries 


Invited 


to the soil in lonesome Hum- 
boldt, Trinity and Mendocino 
counties. 

Nowadays small farmersall 
over are supplementing their 
re income with reefer, 
sold mainly to local distribu- 
tors who advance abouta fifth 
of the estimated buying price 
in the spring, when the seed- 
lings show their viability, and 
then haggle professionally 
over the final price when the 
crop blooms. Generally it's 
pisip,commercial-quality Co- 

lombian or Mex, since exotic 
seedless varieties require too 
much laborious, ultrascienti- 
fic tending. “We're not hip- 

ies,” said one of Franks 

emp raising friends—whoal- 
so distributes weed after har- 
vest over the phone. “Wedon't 
getnaked and goout andtrim 

muds every day all summer. I 
don'teven know anybody who 
grows the stuff who smokes 
athe 


‘The middle-class marimbe- | 


ros of Santa Clara, in fact, 
spend precious little time dis 
cussing fascinating topics 
like slip growing, photoperi- 
ods, crossbreeds, grafts and 
hydroponics; like _ middle- 
class folks everywhere, they 


HIGHWITNESS NEWS _ 


tend mainly to complain to 
press people about the crush- 
ing burden of taxes, the un- 
certainties engendered by 
skyrocketing inflation and in- 
terest rates, and the outra- 
geous way the Republicans 
have given over the country 
to big industry, and with 
hardly a gesture to conceal it, 
either. Frank says he voted 
for Reagan (a few days after 
buying a new field rover with 
his first crop’s proceeds), but 
“he'll have to do a damn sight 
better in the next two years 
before I do it again.” 

People like Frank hardly 
ever get raided, for obvious 
reasons. Only state or federal 
narcs are really prepared to 
bust these people at all, and 
their surveillance techniques. 
are mainly limited to over- 
head fixed-wing planes; how- 
ever notoriously green’ mari- 
juana may be, little isolated 
plots of it, scattered around 
among other variously tinted 
patches of garden greenery, 
just don’t show up toowell for 
airborne observers, 

‘The DEA and the Califor- 
nia Bureau of Narcotics En- 
forcement, of course, are 
heavily pressuring the’ sher- 


This bud’s for me. 


Copyright 1981 by Randy Johnson 


iffs of the northern counties 
to let them bring in helicop- 
ters outfitted with superspy 
gear and paraquat. But the 
growers, up north, who main- 
ly furnish connoisseur seed- 
less weed to the big-city mar- 
kets, have shown themselves 
capable of conducting the in- 
Cred pally and pooceaphy 
leftly repelling attempts 

mized erie tai rotecle 
; and their money has 
most wonderfully benefited 
the depresed north-country 
economy, without engender- 
ing any perceptible official 
corruption. 

As for the middle-class ma- 
rimberos of Santa Clara, few 
of them really believe their 
marijuana minibonanzais go- 
ing to develop into anything 
really spectacular or willeven 
last like it has many harvests 


that beet sugar; and ever 
body grows beets now, so it’s 
worth even less. Same with 
grass. Either it goes legal, 
and then it’s hardly worth 
anything; or it stays like itis, 
and everybody grows a little 
illicitly, in which case the 
price eventually stabilizes, 
and you s¢il? wind up just 
making enough to get by. 
‘There's nothing special about 
marijuana, and everybody 
knows that—even the cops, 
whichis why therearen’t that 
many momvand-pop cultiva- 
tion busts.” 

Frank and Hazel of Moun- 
tain View evidently concur. 
While Hazel was fascinated 
with Mel Frank and Ed Ro- 
senthal’s Marijuana Growers 
Guide, the considerably more 
technical and exhaustive 
Marijuana Botany by Robert 


longer. Connell Clarke left them 
“It's like sugar beets,” alo- | mainly cold. “I'm just a dirt 
cal Stanford graduate opined | farmer,” protested Frank. “If 


over beers in a Mountain 
View tavern. “They made a 
lot of money 15 to 20 years 
back, when cane sugar was 
expensive and hardly anyone 
yet was growing beets here. 
But now canes reasonable 
again, mainly because of all 


it's more trouble than toma- 
toes, the hell with it.” And 
Hazel warmly concurs. 

The Marijuana Grower’ 
Guide and Marijuana Botany 
are both published by And/Or 
Press, PO. Box 22216, Ber- 
keley, CA. 
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DRUG-SCARE DOC LINKS POT 


TO HEROIN 


continued from page 19 
startling confirmation of this 
venerable saw, that maryjane 
leads to the hard stuff, has 
some exceedingly formidable 
and influential backing. 
Over DuPont's seven-year 
tenure at NIDA, during 
which scores of millions of tax 
dollars went into marijuana 
and heroin research under his 
close supervision, no such 
causal link ‘twixt the two 
drugs emerged. In 1976, in 
fact, Dr. DuPont accepted 
the’ determination of the 
National Drug Abuse Coun- 
cil that while an estimated 7 
million people in the United 
States took heroin at least 
once that year, fewer than 
700,000 were addicted to it; a 
smaller than 1:10 ratio, show- 
ing that heroin use is not 
“highly correlated with ad- 
diction” atall. While virtually 
every heroin addict has 


smoked grass before trying 
smack, that is, hardly anyone 
who merely tried smack pro- 
ceeds to go on to become ad- 
dicted. 


But DuPont, in explaining 
his revised’ reasoning 
through an ACM press re- 
lease in late 1981, now held by 
a notably more baroque 
scheme of “causality.” People 
addicted to heroin have com- 
monly smoked marijuana, he 
pointed out, just as people 
with lung cancer have com- 
monly smoked tobacco; 
therefore, since no actual 
causal link has ever been 
demonstrated between  to- 
bacco and lung cancer, it is no 
less “scientific” to maintain 
that grass leads to smack 
than that cigarettes lead to 
cancer. “Marijuana use caus- 
es heroin use,” Dr. DuPont 
confidently therefore states, 
on behalf of the American 
Council on Marijuana. 


The ACM, whose executive 
headquarters lies just around 
the corner from NIDA in 
Rockville, Maryland, is cur- 
rently the nation’s top anti- 
drug lobby. While keeping no- | 


tably lower media profile 
| than the negRight “grass 
roots” jope. pressure 
groups it has supported and 
| sraupe (Families for Drug- 
Free Youth of Florida, the Na- 
tional Anti-Drug Coalition of 
Lyndon LaRouche, and so 
on), the ACM is handsomely 
funded by large industrial 
concerns such as AT&T, IBM 
and the Marine Midland 
Bank. Since its 1978 found- 
ing, however, the ACM _has 
relied mainly on support from 
commercial pharmaceutical 
firms such as Pfizer, Bristol- 
Meyers, SmithKlein French 
and soon, ‘The ACM is widely 
viewed to be the unregistered 
Washington lobby for the 
pharmaceuticals industry, 
which has traditionally lob- 
bied to keep marijuana ille- 
gal, out of the realistic con- 
cern that this unpatentable 
herb’s many medical proper- 
ties would compete drastical- 
ly with profitable minor tran- 
quilizers, painkillers, nausea 
and hay-fever medications, 
the-counter sleep 

ytol and Sominex 
In fact, even beyond the 
grass-leads-to-smack shock 
story, the ACM's manifest 


tific resarch into marijuana’s 
medicinal properties—"this 
| half-baked idea,” as DuPont 
characterized it in a recent 
ACM newsletter, frettingover 
| the 20 states that have ap- 
proved research intomariju 
nas use as an antivomiting 
adjunct in cancer chemother- 
apy. When the pop-science 
magazine Discover briefly 
mentioned these marijuana 
projects last year, they re- 
ceived a stinging letter from 
DuPont accusing them of con- 
spiring with this “trojan horse 
of the well-organized and 
financed marijuana lobby 
Ironically, it was actually 
DuPont's NIDA in the early 
"70s that began extensively re- 
searching marijuana’s vei 
striking antinausea qualities 
and other medical uses, and 
against considerable opposi- 
tion. In fact, DuPont became 
broadly viewed as a semisub- 
versive “drug softliner” in 
Washington for supporting 
decrim and other heresies 
against the multibillion-dol- 
lar commercial dope lobby. 
When he suddenly resigned 
from NIDA under extreme 
|_ pressure in 1978 (in the wake 
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of the first memorable coke- 
and-Quaalude White House 
scandal), it was seen as the fi- 
nal consolidation of the dru; 
industry's influence over fed- 
eral drug policy. 

“In 1978,” Dr. DuPont tire- 
lessly repeats nowadays, “I 
did a 180-degree turn and I 
have opposed decriminaliza- 
tion since the 

In fact, since replacing Dr. 
Gabriel Nahas as the ACM's 
president in 1980, Dr. Du- 
Pont has splendidly carried 
on Nahas’s 30-year jihad of 
spectacular antimarijuana 
crankery, lending his estab- 
lished NIDA credentials to 
such venerable Nahas myths 
as the grass-to-heroin link and 
“amotivational syndrome"— 
not to mention brain damage, 
Tung cancer, sexual dysfunc- 
tion and every other classic 
reefermadness “medical” 
myth. 

‘Anaccomplished behavior- 
al psychologist, DuPont is 
Pectiaulaty adeptatexted 

ting the basic work of other 
scientists into comprehen- 
sive jeremiads against mari- 
juana, The ACM's summer 
1981 newsletter, for instance, 
published Dr. Sidney Cohen’s 


extensive deliberations on 
“amotivational syndrome,” in 
which Cohen speculated rea- 
sonably enough that some 
adolescents, those especially 
prone to alienation and disso- 
ciation, might have theiremo- 
tional problems intensified 
and prolonged by compulsive 
grass smoking. 

DuPont's ACM, inthe same 
newsletter, extrapolated Co- 
hen’s speculation into a posi- 
tive certainty that “amotiva- 
tional syndrome” is some de- 
generative organic mental 
syndrome that must inevit- 
ably overwhelm everyone, of 
every age, who smokes grass. 
Since its mental symptoms 
are supposedly so subtle that 
they are “seldom recognized 
by users themselves,” the 
ACM encourages the exten- 
sion of drug-free rehabilita- 
tive services to all pot smok- 
ers—whether they desire 
them or not, ideally. 

“The treatment needs of 23 
million marijuana smokers” 
will be met, Dr. Robert Du- 
Pont pledges firmly; and con- 
sidering that the ACM has 
ties through NIDA with ag- 
gressive drug abuse-indus- 
try establishments such as 


the National Association of 
‘Therapeutic Communities, 
these words have an ominous 
ring. If marijuana smokers 
are really too non compos 
mentis to apprehend the des- 
perately brain damaged state 
we're surely in, then it may be 
only noble and compassionate 
someday soon to herd us to- 
gether and ship us off by the 
millions to drug-free TCs—in 
boxcars, wherever the trains 


the squalid 
and opportunistic “medical” 
propaganda of DuPont's 
ACM jis pathetically feeble, 
once the pseudoscientific cant 
has been stripped away. These 
superstitions would never be 

‘en seriously if they were 
originally developed and i 
sued by nonprofessional pati 
ical-pressure outfits. How- 
ever, when political outfits like 
Parents for Drug-Free Youth 
recite them during local neo- 
Right lobbying campaigns— 
to pass new statewide wire- 
tapping laws or headshop 
bills, for example—local au- 
thorities consider them very 
seriously indeed. 


This is precisely how the 
ACM works: as a propaganda 
think tank, enlisted by the 
pharmaceuticals industry to 
purvey pseudoscientific anti- 
pot propaganda to local spe- 
cial-interest political groups, 
who can be counted on to 
strenuously lobby for the re- 
criminalization of weed in lo- 
cal and regional levels. In 
very many respects, the ACM 
is methodically playing the 
samerole NORML performed 
in the 70s, getting pot de- 
criminalized piecemeal all 
around the country. The 
ACM is doing precisely the 
same thing, in the same way, 
but in reverse; and the ACM 
ismuch more “well-organized 
and financed” than NORML 
ever has been. 

Literature from the Ameri- 
can Council on Marijuana is 
available through mail: 6193 
Executive Blyd., Rockville, 
MD 20852. The more people 
who follow the ACM's politi- 
cal lobbying endeavors—and 
follow the careers of the os- 
tensibly professional _re- 
search scientists who lend 
their names and credentials 
to the ACM's mouthings— 
the better. 
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*SHROOM SYMPO SEES BULLISH FUTURE 


by Bud Bogart 


2 
Mushrooms have become the most popu- 
lar psychedelic in America, and one of the 
most popular of all recreational drugs, 
Tight behind pot. This was the conclusion 
of most confreres who attended the third 
annual Mycomedia Conference, held in 
the late falll in ia, Washington. The 
indepth symposiums on the funny fungus 


TRANS-HIGH 


MARKET 
ANALYSI§ 


reached such heights of psychotropic and 
expertise as to firmly establish mush- 
rooms and their near fanatical followers in 
the big leagues of the dope business. 

‘The five-day conference of ‘shroomers 
covered everything from composting to 
freakish, two-headed mushrooms. Semi- 
nars were held on identification, cultiva- 
tion, stalking tes wild sausbron, mush- 
room photography, mushroom prepara- 
tion and preservation, and sterfization. 
Major emphasis was placed on identifica- 
tion of poisonous mushrooms, and daily 
workshops in this area were held. Bota- 
nists and mycologists from universities in 
several Western states detailed how to 
find the best 'shrooms regionally, while 
the rain forests of the nearby Olympus 
Peninsula and the wet. fall weather pro- 
vided optimum gathering conditions for 
the famed Washington species. 

Rumors flew that mycofreak Tom 
Robbins, also an author of some note, 
would show up for the event since he lives 
nearby, but they proved false. Biggest 
news for growers was the introduction of 
an Amazonian species that promoters be- 
lieved would easily adapt to the North- 
east. Already, spores were being prepared 
for packaging. 

World cartel planned: Is there any truth 
to stories that big-time pot traders from 
Mexico, Colombia, Thailand and else- 
where are pulling together an organiza- 
tion called DOPEC to exchange intelli- 
gence, price info and other state? If mush- 
room growers can organize, why not pot 
traders? The New York dealer who was a 
participant in this multinational discus- 
sion and related the story says the gather- 
ing may take place within the next year, 
involving mostly American smugglers 
who work abroad. 

Politics breed strange bedfellows: Things 
are ever afoot with the pot lobbies these 
days. Atlanta's CAMP has been almost 
immobilized since its leader, Paul Corn- 
well III, got tossed in jail on a parole- 


violation rap. NORMLis preparing, as we 
go to press, for its eleventh annual con- 
vention. Last year's was the biggest in 
five years, and this year will probably be 
just as hot. Meanwhile, the never-say-die 
‘ippies held their annual Halloween 
smoke-in in Wahington Square Park in 
New York, handing out some fairly poor 
‘weed in the process, but drawing a healthy 
crowd anyway. 
Disco biscuits bite dust: There's been long 
faces among Canada’s wall-bouncing set 
ever since Mounties there swooped down 
on one of the biggest ‘ude busts of all 
times: six and a alr tons of 714s. Frus- 
trated Mounties missed four contraband- 
istas who high-throttled a Piper Navarro 
through a hail of bullets to a safe escape. 
Heads and feds: Dealers and smugglers 
are viewing with apprehension the annex- 
ation of the DEA by the FBI. The ineffi- 
ciency and politicking that marked the 
DEA the last few years have been no se- 
cret to bureaucrats and smugglers, nei- 
ther of which had much interest in seeing 
this knowledge become public. Now 
things may change. Dope journalists, 
lawyers and traders are watching with in- 
terest. 
Errata: On the same subject, a few snick- 
ers at the “good, grey, Times,” as Liz 
Smith calls New York's most pompous 
newspaper, for a 5,000-word article on the 
DEA in which they referred to it through- 
out as the “Drug Enforcement Agency.” 
It is the Drug Enforcement Administra- 
tion... .and the “Agency” gaff isa popular 
cub-reporter goof in the journalism trade. 
Long lost secrets: The mini baby boom 
now going on among the WWII baby- 
boom generation has brought beck an old 
midwife’s trick popular during the co: 
munal early ’70s: LSD as a labor incen- 
tive. One East Coast nest of hippies re- 
ports that after four frustrating hours of 
painful labor one of their mommies 
dropped some blotter and “the baby just 
popped out 45 minutes later. Its head 
seemed a little elongated, but other than 
that he was just fine.” Their rationale is 
that ergot of rye was often administered 
to induce labor. Ergot of rye is, of course, 
nature's version of LSD. Note: HIGH 
TIMES does not endorse the administra- 
tion of any drug to pregnant women or 
babies. 
Drought drought: What happened to thi 
year's Colombian drought? It material- 
ized inland to some extent, but for the 
most part the 1981 late summer-early fall 
drought—an annual event—never really 
happened. Understandable, considering 
the spectacular growing year in Colombia 
and the almost universal consensus that 
the 1981-82 vintage pots were the best 
since 1976-77. The huge warehouses of 
commercial have for the most part oes 
evaporated, but already, early, white-s - 
ed Colombians are hitting the market- 
place, signaling, we hope, another bumper 
year. 
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Hic Tiwes welcomes anonymous reports, but 
please be specific about the area, type, quantity and 
Quality of dope referred to. If you are aware of other 
prices or have other relevant information or sugzes- 
tions, please send them in. The THMGQ is intended 
solely for comparative purposes und in no way is 
meant as an inducement to illegal activity, or as an 
endorsement of dope usageor trafficking, orasan en- 
dorsement of any particular dope. 
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QUAALUDES (methaqualone) aka ‘ludes, sopors, disco biscuits, etc. 


CHARGES: Addictive as barbiturates, with bone-crunching con- 
vulsive withdrawals. Terrible overdose hazerd. Irresistible aphro- 
disiac properties. Widely bootlegged, sometimes with poisonous 
ingredients. 


USE & EFFECTS: Methaqualone was developed in the ‘60s as a 
“sedative hypnotic” that would be safer and less addictive than 
barbiturates like Seconal and Tuinal. it worked, ina sense, Chron- 
ic insomniacs who are truly fatigued find methaqualone an aid to 
sleep, and nervous neurotics are more functional, professionally 
and socially, behind it—for a couple of weeks, until tolerance sets 
in to the point where the dose levels get dangerously steep. 

Users prefer the big, white, crisply edged tablet marked 
“Lemmon 714" and scored across the back for thumb-snapping. 
They drop it by halves and wholes, 150- and 300-milligram 
doses. It confers a typical “trank” high, a tinglesome relaxation 
of all the body’s muscles, and a disinhibited, who-gives-a-damn 
sense of mental recklessness, for about three hours after a given 
dose. 

Unlike barbiturates, though, you can do ‘ludes well past the 
point of total physical discoordination, without realizing just how 
disoriented you are. From the outside, a heavily ‘luded out user 
looks pathetic, shambiing around stupidly, speech slurred 
through bubbles of drool, like a terminal drunk effortfully fighting 
off a pass-out coma. 


THE HAZARDS: In very large doses, methaqualone promotes 
anesthesia in the arms and legs and skull. So users, all discoordi- 
nated and reckless while high, regularly sustain burns and 
bruises—even tos and finger fractures—without noticing the 
pain till the high wears off. 

By itself, methaqualone is remarkably safe for the high it gives 
you. However, there is the possibility of using it with a habitual 
regularity due to its seeming innacuousness. Lethal ODs may 
occur with doses of more than ten tablets. But as users develop 
tolerance to the drug, the difference between a toxic dose 
(enough to get high) and a lethal dose gets smaller and smaller. 
People who put even a little methaqualone on top of just a few 
drinks or beers or other downs are playing Russian roulette with 
brain-damage coma. 


FIRST AID: People who actually pass out on ‘ludes, especially if 
they've been drinking, are potentially in bad trouble. If the breath- 
ing rateis effortful or uneven, or if weird stomach noises, hiccups 
or burps are manifested, victims should be taken immediately to 
a hospital. Methaqualone, like most tranks, abolishes the gag 
reflex; if a comatose person vomits, he or she will breathe in the 
vomit, and die or sustain gross brain damage from oxygen loss. 


ECONOMICS: ‘Ludes cost $2 to $8 a tab on the street, whether 


they're authentic Lemmon 714s or counterfeit bootleg items. 
People who score them in stashes of 50 or 100—as dedicated 
users do—get appropriate price breaks. 

Genuine ‘ludes are very rare. The few that appear are diverted 
from the pharmaceuticals market by various means, most nota- 
bly through “stress clinics” —pre-scription factories that furnish 
‘ludes in abundance to “nervous” people, who resell them to 
street peddlers. There are almost no pharmaceuticals sold on the 
black market relative to the number of boots available. Resealed 
or bogus jars are not unheard of. 

The supply of real ‘ludes is supplemented copiously with un- 
told millions of bootleg ‘ludes flown into the States from South 
‘America every year. The Latinos buy raw methaqualone by the 
long ton from European drug firms, and mint and stamp big white 
“Lemmon 714"s, thumb crease and all, on their own counterfeit 
die-stamping pill presses. 

But now and then—evidently when there's a methaqualone 
shortage south of the border— ‘Valium boots” flood the market. 
‘These contain enormous doses of diazepam, yielding an ugly and 
very dangerous surprise “high,” with vomiting and coma, usually 
followed by a 24- to 48-hour hangover. Users stuck with Valium 
boots commonly throw them away. 

Another common substitution for methaqualone in the ‘lude 
look-alike contest is phenobarbital. Since phenobarbital is a slow- 
acting, long-lasting barbiturate, it comes on more gradually than 
methaqualone. Users who don't get off in a short period of time 
on their first tab often make the mistake of taking another. One 
‘lude-sized tab of reasonably pure phenobarbital is greater than 
the therapeutic dose for a 24-hour period; two is greater than the 
minimum lethal dose. People who take such fake ‘ludes may 
need up to four days to recuperate, and should not plan on driving 
or operating heavy machinery. Phenobarbital is extremely dan- 
gerous when mixed with alcohol or other downs. 


ADDICTION LIABILITY: After just a few weeks of steady use, 
neophytes typically wind up gobbling ‘ludes like candy, and get 
ing about as much effect from them; tolerance sets in very 
quickly with methaqualone. Withdrawal from methaqualone 
may be accompanied by major seizures, and should not be under- 
taken without competent professional help. Detox procedures 
generally include hospitalization and substitution of less than 
toxic doses of phenobarbital during the stepping-down phase. 
Like all tranks, Quaaludes inevitably attract a particular sort of 
person—insecure, self-pitying, painfully inhibited people— who 
are its most visible and notorious “abusers:’ They have excruciat- 
ing love-hate, fight-or-flight ambivalences toward the drug, 
blame it for everything bad in their lives, and use it as an excuse 
to act out ridiculous and emotional temper tantrums. As long as 
tranks or alcohol are around, they'llbe “abused” visibly by people 
like this, and accused of creating them with all their troubles. C 
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From pot farmer to dope czar: This is the secret 
dream of every Humboldt County cannabis 
cultivator, But last year it was achieved by a 
‘good old boy from the deep South, when Ron- 
‘ald Reagan reached out and plucked Dr. Carl- 
ton Turner from the sultry bayou bottomland of 
Louisiana and installed him as the White 
House special ddviser on drugs. For ten years, 
ever since grad school, Carlton Turner 
occupied himself at the Ole Miss pot farm, 
raising marijuana for the use of heavily creden- 
tialed administrators of six-digit federal grants 
awarded by the National Institute on Drug 
Abuse. His main appearances outside of Uni- 
versity, Mississippi, had been on behalf of the 
American Council on Marijuana and Other 
Psychoactive Drugs, Inc., a privately funded 
‘antigrass lobby on Capitol Hill on which Dr. 
‘Turner has served as top-billed scientific advis- 
er since 1980. But last year, when the Reagan 
people wanted a compatible personality to pre- 
‘side over drugs-of-abuse issues, Dr. Turner was 
abruptly ensconced in the White House. 
Turners area of expertise is strictly limited to 
the chemistry and botany of Cannabis sativa 
L. How could this have come to pass? 

Well, consider James Watt, running the De- 
partment of the Interior, after a lifetime spent 
lobbying for the opening of wilderness areas for 
exploitation by the industrial interests Watt 
represents. The Reagan people like to appoint 
foxes to guard chicken coops, that's all. So Dr. 
‘Tumer is the particular fox for our coop. 

His main aim with the Ole Miss pot farm, as 
he candicily tells Ed Rosenthal, author of Mari- 
juana Grower's Guide anda frequent contri- 
butor to HIGHTIMES, wasalways to find things 
in marijuana that would “enhance the econ- 
‘omy of the state of Mississippi through the 
pharmaceutical industry." This took the for 
Of isolating out of “this crude drug cannabi 
the agent delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), 
mainly, so that its most minute molecular 
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by Ed Rosenthal 


structure could be synthesized by commercial 
drug companies, who would modify it just 
enough so that it would be patentable for them, 
as Nabilone (Eli Lilly), levantradol (Pfizer) or 
whatnot. This crude drug kills mild pain, re- 
duces inflammation, quells nausea, promotes 
drowsiness, and has over 20 other clearly iden- 
tifiable pharmacological effects. It was 
Turner's mission at Ole Miss to help find which 
art of the plant did what, so that its various ac- 
tive principles could be counterfeited and mer- 
chandised eventually by the big drug companies. 
The foxy part was keeping a lid on cannabis 
itself, while glorifying the various synthetic 
preparations. Thus Carlton Turner was never 
comfortable at all talking about marijuana, 
this cnede drug. In fact, it makes Turner just 
exquisitely uncomfortable any time he has to 
address the issue of how his immaculate syn- 
thetics are always tainted by association with 
this crude herb. Carlton Turner before a flock 
of pharmaceuticals magnates at a banquet 
meeting of the American Council on Mari- 
juana, 1980: “As a pure substance, single in 
nature, made synthetically in the laboratory 
delta-9 THC doesnt know the Cannabis plant 
nor the crude drug, marijuana, exist.” 
Unhappily it does exist, as.a naturally occur- 
ring organic entity, and therefore this pure, sin- 
gle delta-9 THC is unpatentable. This makes 
the pharmaceutical industry exceedingly ner- 
vous. Some suspect that the industry might 
even oppose a relaxation of legal restraints on 
‘marijuana just to cut down on competition 
with their glorious future THC homologues. 
As for the evidence Dr. Turner cites to sup- 
port his gloomy views on the crude herb itself, 
well, consider that he also cites The Decline 
and Fall of the Roman Empire (to sort of con- 
jure up a vision of how jazz singers and their 
white-liberal groupies are eroding the general 
cultural fabric with this hallucinogen). Phar 
macology is not Turner's long suit. The Heath 
brain-damage reports had already been amply 
discredited for biased methodology and foggy 
results even before Turner cited them in 1978. 
But NIDA by then had already published a 
Berkeley study showing that an ounce of grass 
yields precisely 1.5 times as many potential 
carcinogens as an ounce of tobacco; so that 
when you smoke a spliff the size of a Lucky, 


you're taking ina Lucky and a halfs worth of 
potential carcinogens. 

At the time the interview was conducted 
(1978), Dr. Turner was still running the federal 
pot farm. We sent Ed Rosenthal down to Ole 
‘Miss to lock hors with the good doctor about 
federal drug policy, Instead, the two of them 
chatted away about the potency of their plants. 

When Rosenthal came away from Ole Miss, 
he voiced concern that the government was us- 
ing as an expert a person so naive about drugs. 
With all the pot he has grown, Turner claims he 
has never gotten high. Never had a ‘lude or 
dropped acid. Nothing. Rosenthal is convinced 
that based on personal experience and lifestyle, 
that he, not Turner, is qualified to run NIDA 
and the FDA. 


HIGH Times: What is the relationship be 
tween you, the government, and the uni- 
versity? 

TURNER: Iam an employee of the Research 
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“Knowing that you can 
grow Cannabis anywhere, I 
think it would be impossible 

for the government to 

absolutely eradicate use.” 


Institute of Pharmaceutical Sciences [RIPS} 
which is located in the School of Pharmacy 
at the University of Mississippi. The re- 
search institute was created in 1964 by an 
enabling act of the state legislature. Our job 
is to enhance the economy of the state of 
Mississippi through the pharmaceutical in- 
dustry. It is the only institute that I know of 
anywhere in the world that is funded as a 
line item from the state legislature, is 
housed in an academic department and is 
really dovetailed with academia. Each 
member of the university staff must do re- 
search, since RIPS has a mandate to en- 
hance the state’s economy through research. 

‘As my own private research I have been 
involved in Cannabis since 1970. | am also 
involved in ethnic cosmetics as a pharma- 
cognosist, which is a person interested in 
drugs of natural origin. I also have an aca- 
demic title, which I don’t have reason to 
use, and I'm the associate director of RIPS, 
which means I am responsible for funding 
and executing in-house research programs. 
This defines what is happening in Missis- 
sippi. 

My relationship with the government is 
that I am strictly a contractor and a grant 
holder from NIDA. I havea protocol which 
I must execute and I must run this in the 
most economically feasible way to save tax 
dollars. 

HIGH Times: What is the purpose of the 
current grant? 

TURNER: The current grant is the separa 
tion of nitrogenous compounds from the 
Cannabis plant. It is funded by NIDA. The 
grant orginally was for twenty-one or 
twenty-two thousand dollars. We've found 
several nitrogenous compounds: horde- 
nine, which is a beta-arylethyl amine. It's 
not unheard of in plants but we didn't ex- 
pect to find it in Cannabis. Then we found 
two compounds of a totally different struc- 
tural moiety. They're spermidine-type al- 
kaloids, and it is the first time they were 
known to exist in higher plants, One of 
them is called cannabisativine and the 
other, hydrocannabisativine. These are in- 
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teresting in the chemotaxonomy of the 
Cannabis plant. 

Since I have a contract from NIDA, I say, 

if I'm going to talk about something that 
someone else has sponsored, the people 
who sponsor it ought to know whol'm talk- 
ing to, and I have to be responsible for 
everything that I say. Not that they're going 
to tell me what I can say. I have never had 
anyone in the federal government say that 
you can’t publish this or you can't say this. I 
have never had anyone at the school or 
RIPS say you can’t do this, you can't do 
that. But I have always tried to be honest 
and tried to be considerate of other people's 
feelings, and tried to be scientific, instead of 
trying to be a promoter or a crusader. 
HIGH TIMEs: How did you get into working 
in this area? 
TURNER: I got a degree in organic chemis- 
try, as a synthetic organic chemist working 
on plant growth regulators, in 1970. In 1970 
organic chemists were a dime a dozen, I 
took the only job I found available, that I 
was qualified for and was offered, and that 
was a postdoctoral research-associate posi- 
tion in the Department of Pharmacology in 
the School of Pharmacy at the University of 
Mississippi. I came here with the idea of 
spending one year learning something 
about marijuana and then going to law 
school. 

In 1971 I was asked to assume the re- 
sponsibility of the project, and I felt at that 
time as though I was the only one here that 
could. I accepted it, and it's been a rat race 
ever since. 

HIGH Times: Have your feelings about 
marijuana changed since you started work- 
ing with this program? 

TURNER: I think my feelings about the 
crude drug marijuana have been broad- 
ened tremendously. In 1970 people said 
everything there is to know about marijua- 
na is known, And how wrong they were, 
But as far as me being scientifically con- 
cerned, I have not changed that. 

HIGH Times: What is the purpose of the 
program you are involved in? 


TURNER: The purpose is to provide the Na- 
tional Institute on Drug Abuse [NIDA] with 
a standard grade of marijuana for research. 
When we say standard grade of marijuana, 
itis one that we know the content of within 
analytical limits. There are a total of sixty- 
one cannabinoids known, so there are 
many cannabinoids we know very little 
about as far as analytical methods are con- 
cerned. This doesn’t mean that the batch 
we prepare today for a research purpose 
will be the same three years from now. 
We give the best defined materials avail- 
able to NIDA and the research community. 
Also this material is used by the U.N. nar- 
cotics laboratory, so it goes all over the 
world. We are primarily here for this part of 
our program. To execute and accomplish 
this, you must havea growing facility, some 
good analytical support facilities, isolation- 
separation facilities, and the ability to ex- 
port and import to get variants from differ- 
ent geographical locations. 
HiGH TiMEs: In any given year do you pro- 
vide more than one standard grade? 
TURNER: We havea Mexican variant which 
is our standard drug type. Mexican variant 
from location A is not the same as Mexican. 
variant from location B, but the one we're us- 
ing is the one that was selected in 1968 as the 
drug type. We've been extremely satisfied 
with it. We've grown the Mexican since 
1968 and we haven't seen the deterioration 
of potency that people talk about. The drug 
type is the one that all the INDs are operat- 
ing under. When you talk about Mexican, 
there's only one variant that has an IND. 
HIGH Times: An IND? 
TURNER: An IND is an investigative new 
drug application. 
HIGH Times: How does this variant rate in 
THC content? 
TURNER: Delta-9 THC content is something 
that you can't put your finger on. You can 
go out and take a sample and analyze it and 
say, thisis Mexican, it has2. 1 percent THC. 
‘That tells you the analysis of one cannabi- 
noid out of a total of sixty-one, out of a total 
of roughly three hundred sixty-odd chemi- 
cals in the plant. We can produce a good 
drug, marijuana, from this Mexican vari- 
ant, It is as good as you will get without go- 
ing through a great deal of sophisticated ag- 
ricultural procedures. 
HiGHTimEs: People often say that different 
varieties of Cannabis give different highs: 
speedy, work oriented, laid back. Would 
you say that the interaction of these different 
cannabinoids relates in some way to this? 
TURNER: You've got to take into considera- 
tion the interaction of the cannabinoids. 
We know that cannabidiol (CBD) antagon- 
izes and cannabinol potentiates some of the 
effects of delta-9. We don't know what kind 
of effect cannabichromene has on delta-9 
but all potent drug types contain it and 
rarely if ever contain any CBD. These are 
just four cannabinoids we're talking about. 
‘The research that has been done is primari- 
ly on delta-9 or delta-8 or some of the syn- 
thetic cannabinoids, so you've got to go 


back and look at the plant material, this 
crude drug marijuana is not a plant, it is a 
crude drug from the Cannabis plant. 

If we take this crude drug and roll itintoa 
joint, the amount of the drug quality or the 
amount of the cannabinoids coming 
through the smokestream will depend on 
the compactness, porosity of the paper, hu- 
midity of the material, the particle size and 
puff volume. These are the five main varia- 
bles. So, as you get a different joint, you 
havea different ratio of these cannabinoids. 
When you subject that to the pyrolysis pro- 
cess, you have a much different ratio. 

I would expect the different marijuanas 
to give different highs. I would expect to go 
out toa single Cannabis plant, select a sam- 
ple at eight in the morning, process it into 
marijuana; if I go out at ten to the same 
plant, I'll get another marijuana. And I 
would expect those two to give you a differ- 
ent-grade high. 

You see, the cannabinoids are a unique 
class of compounds in nature, and they are 
very hard to work with. I think we're prob- 
ably the only people that have done a lot of 
extractions to see what are the conditions in 
which you get the most cannabinoids out of 
the plant. Analytically, you have to be very 
careful about using an internal standard 
and response factors. The response factor is 
how much you actually see coming 
through the detector in regard to what you 
really put in. People assume cannabinoids 
havea response factor of one. That's not the 
case. The concentration of the cannabin- 
oids varies, and the response factors will 
vary slightly, This is the reason you're going 
to see a great dichotomy in the literature. 
HIGH Times: When you test, what part of 
the plants do you use? 

TURNER: We use the leaf part. 


HIGH TIMES: Do you use the bud? Do you" 


grow sinsemilla? 

‘Turner: No. When you run it through ‘a 
cigarette machine the tiny-sized particle is 
going tobe kicked right out. So you've got to 
get a leaf that is large enough to go through 
a cigarette machine, that is large enough to 
be sliced where you can makea good particle 
size out of it with the bracts still in there. 
HIGH Times: Then if your material tests at, 
let's say arbitrarily, 2 percent THC, then ac- 
tually the flowering buds might actually 
test at 3, 4 or 5 percent THC. 

TURNER: Some cigarettes analyzed up to 
2.68, and that'safter it’s been processed into 
a cigarette 

HIGH Times: When do you harvest? 
TURNER: We harvest the plant when it 
reaches the state that it has the cannabin- 
oids that we desire for our research pro- 
gram, regardless of whether it's twelve 
weeks old or whether it's twenty weeks old. 
We don't wait until it comes into flower be- 
cause when you're growing in a large gar- 
den area, you can't cut all the males out. 
When you've got over five acres, there are 
going to be some of them. That flower, that 
little flowering top, which are leaves, are 
not going todoa darn thing as far as making 


a cigarette. 

HiGH Times: Can high quality marijuana 
be grown anywhere in the United States? 
‘TURNER: Sure. The South African material 
has been grown in South Africa, Mississippi 
and Norway—above the Arctic Circle—and 
the data is so close that if I looked at it and 
id not know that it was done independent 
of each other, I'd say someone was gilding 
the lily. 

HiGh Times: Do you use any special 
fertilizers? 

‘TURNER: We have a soil sample done and 
find out what area of our garden grows 
best, and then we try to mimic that. 

HIGH TimEs: Do you do any pruning? 
‘TURNER: No. 

HIGH Times: Have you ever tried to simu- 
late either climatic or soil conditions from 
exotic areas? 

‘TURNER: No. That is totally outside the 
realm of what I'm interested in, outside 
what the [NIDA] program could afford to 
find. 

HIGHT Es: Do you think altitude has any- 
thing to do with THC content? 

‘TURNER: We are in the process of publish- 
ing a paper based on altitude. Ideally you 
should take the same seed and plant them 
in different geographical locations, and an- 
alyze them over a long period of time and 
look at the total profile. But what the botan- 
ist did is he made collections at a certain 
time of the year, with the idea that these 
samples had been unmolested by man fora 
Jong time, and that this should give us some 
idea of what, over a period of time, the alti- 
tude variation would give us. 

HicH Times: What time would you 
harvest? 

‘TURNER: Very early in the morning. It fol- 
lows a cyclic pattern. You are going to have 
to do an analysis over a period of weeks to 
find out exactly. 

HiGu Times: Do you feel that THC gener- 
ates and regenerates over a twenty-four- 
hour cycle? 

“TURNER: don't know. I don't think anyone 
knows. There is a fluctuation with time, 


just like our biorhythms change. These 
cannabinoids change with time. I don't 
know where they go but this indicates that 
the plant is using these in some sort of meta- 
bolic way. I don't really know how to ex- 
plain it. 

HIGH Times: Over a twenty-four-hour peri- 
od, you'll get a different analysis of a partic- 
ular leaf, and it will go up during the dark 
hours and during the light hours it will go 
down? 

TURNER: That's an indication, but it's not 
absolutely an innate fact. You may run four 
or five days where the fluctuation will be 
significant, but the baseline data will be the 
same, where the next week the baseline 
data may go up, and the fluctuation may 
not be as much. You cannot say absolutely 
during the dark hours this is going to hap- 
pen, or absolutely during the day hours it's 
going to happen, It dependsa lot on the var- 
iants: the chemical makeup of the plant re- 
garding the cannabinoids; and on what the 
plant needs, if we assume that the canna- 
binoids are being metabolized by the plant. 
I cant say categorically that they are, can't 
say that they aren't. 

HIGH Times: What do you think the pur- 
pose of the cannabinoids are to the plant? 
‘TURNER: I don't know. 

HiGH Ties: Is anybody doing research on 
that, or are there any theories on it? 
TURNER: There are many theories that it is 
a protective coating; it is also some protec- 
tion from predators according to some peo- 
ple; but as far as knowing with a great deal 
of fact to back you up, no one really knows. 
HIGH Times: Would a hemp-type Cannabis 
plant ever be resiny even thoughit contains 
mostly CBD? 

TURNER: Resin is by definition the water- 
insoluble components of the plant. The 
most resinous plants that I have seen have 
been grown from the Czechoslovakian and 
from Lebanese seed. They exude resin. 
However, the THC content is extremely 
low. Hash coming from Morocco and the 
Czech material has a lot more CBD than it 
does THC. Yet you will find more resin in 
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“In six thousand 
[marijuana research] 
papers, I can support any 
conceivable idea you may 
come up with of what 
marijuana will do.” 
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these two plants at our facility than we've 
seen in any other plant. The Mexican ma- 
terial is a very potent drug type, but you 
don't see resin on the buds. You have to rub 
them in your hands real tight and crush 
them to get the resin on your fingers. 
Hicu Ties: I saw some Afghani this year 
that had an almost skunklike odor, and it 
‘was very resinous. You mentioned Leba- 
nese and Moroccan, and I mentioned Af- 
ghani, All of those are plants from around 
‘the thirtieth latitude. 

TURNER: The Afghan, Moroccan, Leba- 
nese, Pakistani, many of the Indians, and 
the Nepalese usually have more CBD than 
delta-9. 

HIGH Times: I think that's why all of those 
plants traditionally have been concentrated 
into hashish. 

‘TURNER: They would make very bad mari- 
juana 

HicH Times: Although Afghani I have tried 
has been potent as well as tasty. 

"TURNER: This is an anomaly. 

HIGH Times: How does THC get one high? 
TURNER: I don't know. 

HIGH Times: Do you have any ideas along 
those lines? 

‘TURNER: We know that the 11-hydroxyl 
metabolite is an active psychotropic-type 
compound. We also know that the hydrox- 
ylated compounds on the side chain with- 
out the hydroxyl in the 11 position, using 
the delta-9 nomenclature, also get you high. 
But what chemical mechanism it triggers in 
the brain to cause that, we don't know. And 
our knowledge of brain chemistry is in the 
embryonic stage. 

HIGH Times: Do you know what con: 
ent of marijuana causes the munchies? 
TURNER: No. I've heard the munchies men- 
tioned, but not having firsthand exper- 
ience, and not really being concerned about 
the munchies, that's all I know about it. 
HIGH Times: There definitely is something 
in marijuana that causes smokers, especially 
inexperienced ones, to get a craving for food. 
TURNER: If that’s the case, we ought to seea 
lot of fat marijuana smokers, because they 
ought to eat alot. [dont see a lot of fat mari- 
juana smokers around. 

But if you take into consideration that 
you're dealing with an awful lot of com- 
pounds in the Cannabis plant that have a 
strong affinity for brain cells and for the fat 
cells and the various proteins in the body, 
then these compounds get from the blood- 
stream into the brain, you would expect 
anything to happen according to what side 
of the brain they come into, how they are 
stored in the brain, and how they are 
handled in the brain. 

HIGH TIMES: What do you think the future 
of marijuana will be in America? 

TURNER: I'll be happy to give you a scienti- 
fic opinion based strictly on the facts as 1 
know them. If you look at what is in the lit- 
erature today related to marijuana, you 
don't have a very optimistic future. That 
doesn't mean the illicit market is going to go 
out of business. But let's forget about the il- 
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“T know we dont 
have enough data 
to say that marijuana is an 
innocuous drug’ 


licit marketers and look at this crude drug, 
marijuana, and put blinders on, and just say 
we're going to go down the middle of the 
road and see what we know about this 
crude drug. 

First of all, there are over six thousand 
papers in the literature. Now of the six 
thousand papers, most do not deal with 
marijuana. They deal with synthetic canna- 
binoids. However, certain individuals, or- 
ganizations, agencies, et cetera, have tried 
to extrapolate the data and say that the can- 
nabinoids are the same as marijuana. And 
there's a lot of misinformation about mari- 
juana in these six thousand. In these six 
thousand papers I can support any conceiv- 
able idea you may come up with of what 
marijuana will do or what cannabinoids 
will do. Let's now forget about the 
cannabinoids and run back to the crude 
drug, marijuana. 

The second thing is that marijuana has to 
meet certain guidelines to get on the market 
You have to go through an IND and then an 
NDA [new drug application]. Only one var- 
iant of marijuana, that is, the Mexican vari- 
ant, is even in the IND stages. 

Another problem that I see, or another 
possibility, is what about the Delaney 
Amendment? Nobody has bothered to in- 
vestigate the Delaney Amendment. Look at 
the cyclamates. In the late ‘60s one article 
says that cyclamates cause bladder cancer 
in animals. Three hundred papers since 
then have not been able to duplicate that, 
and yet cyclamates are still not on the mar- 
ket. We know that there are more cancer- 
causing agentsin the smoke of one marijuana 
cigarette than there is in one tobacco ciga- 
rette. The smoke from one marijuana ciga- 
rette when painted on laboratory animals 
will cause cancer, so there's a statutory bar 
against Cannabis by the Delaney Amend- 
ment. 

The next thing is you must have shelf-life 
stability on any drug before it goes to mar- 
ket. But the cannabinoids change over a 
period of time. And as these cannabinoids 
change, the quality of the drug changes. 
Now I'm not saying you can’t make a plus 
or minus criteria, but this is an inherent 
problem which must be solved before you 
can ever bring anything on the market. 

‘The future of marijuana as a crude drug 1 
see as very, very bleak. I'm not saying that 
some of the compounds of the Cannabis 


plant, their homologues or their analogues, 
may not be used by society. In its medical 
applications to disease states, I wouldn't say 
that at all. 

HIGH Times: The question is, even with all 
the laws such as the Delaney Amendment, 
if Congress decides that it does not want the 
loss of Cannabis, it can just passa law saying 
Cannabis can be grown for home cultiva- 
tion or for commercial use, or whatever; 
and since Congress makes the laws, it has 
the power to change them. 

TURNER: That I would not disagree with. 
HIGH Times: Do you think it will be de- 
i ed on a state-to-state basis? 


: I think there's de facto decrimin- 
alization in most states. I have quarreled 
with the word decriminalization; I think it’s 
a bad choice of words because, to the aver- 
age person, it means that you remove the 
criminal penalties. But in effect you're not 
removing the criminal penalties. Most of 
the state laws that I'm familiar with have 
reduced the penalty on the low end and 
raised the penalties for the smugglers or the 
big-time operators. I personally feel that re- 
ducing the penalty for the kid with one joint 
has not been a bad idea, and I was for it in 
Mississippi. But I was also for the guy deal- 
ing in hundreds of pounds to go to jail. 
HIGHTimes: What about the home garden- 
er cultivating for his or her own personal 
use? 
TURNER: The home gardener is an indivi- 
dual within himself or within themselves. 
How they handle it is up to each state; I'm 
not trying to make policies or make deci- 
sions. I'm just saying that, knowing what I 
know about that crude drug, I would hate 
to see it ever happen, that we have home 
growing of Cannabis to produce the crude 
drug, marijuana. I'm afraid they will go 
from marijuana to liquid hash, and a com- 
bination of more things. As you apply phys- 
ical, chemical or heat methods to process 
the Cannabis plant, you alter the chemical 
constituents, so the data on marijuana is not 
the data on delta-9, is not the data on hash- 
ish, SoI have a terrible fear asa scientist on 
what would happen there. 
HiGH Times: In California the buds may go 
for a hundred dollars an ounce and the 
leaves for a hundred a pound. Those leaves 
may contain one-third to one-half the THC 
grown on the plant. It's only a matter of 
time before people start using it either as a 
ghee, or in cookies, or something like that. 
‘TURNER: When you take it orally you've got 
a different drug than when you smoke it; 
you have metabolism occurring in two 
places, the lung and the liver. The metabo- 
lites in the lung are much more potent psy- 
chomimetic agents than the metabolites in 
the liver. This is one of the reasons people 
can get a much higher high on smoking a 
smal] amount than eating a much larger 
amount, and these affect the body differ- 
ently. 

I'm fearful of the increasing potency, of 
the concentration of the cannabinoids in 
continued on page 64 
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STON, D.C., 1977. 


‘A pozEN multigolored\ 
spotlights blared down 
onstage and the band roared their’ intensit 
back tenfold, “R@-0-p-0- 9-0;0-oll,” urged Lowell 
George, his inagive frame shakghg fromy the effort, one 
hand throttling the microphoneftand and the other clenged tightly to the neck 
of his guitar, sweat matting his Jong hair to hhis forehead find the side of his face. 
“Roll right through\ the he’ came the echoin, J 
arewennee omen Paul Basgere and Bill Pa: Ag i JOHN SWENSON 
backing vocals but from every,lirgat in the|hall as fre! Little Feat fans stood 
on their seatsand shouted biegtath to¢America's m@st beloved band™A yerti- 
ginous set off sweet swinging rock\\n' ri as winding up withthe anthem’ 
"Feats Don'tPail Me Now,’ and George sudgénly started tolead Barrere and bas- 
sist Kenn: i ki Of guitarists, The-audiénce.was go- 
i Ing asthe whole world seemed to be swept away. 
ld. s$gueeze out on a magical night. At their best 
ld tou@h Litfle Feat, and this particular.show would 


become a cherished memory for anyone 
who followed them. 

In 1977 I was on assignment from Rolling 
Stone doing a Little Feat story. The band had 
just released its best-selling album (up until 
that point), Time Loves a Hero, and was tour- 
ing to promote it. The climax of the tour 
was three-night stand at the Warner The- 
atre in Washington, D.C. Coincidentally 
enough, Warner Bros., the Feat’s record 
company, organized a press junket around 
these dates, since the Baltimore-D.C. area 
is the center of the band's most fanatical fol: 
lowing and the theater was one of those 
vaudeville palaces from the early 1900s that 
have always provided the best venues for 
rock ‘n’ roll shows. 

At the time it was widely rumored that 
Little Feat mastermind Lowell George was 
dissatisfied with the band and was contem- 
plating a solosplit. George had just come off 
a bout with hepatitis and was working on a 
solo album; nobody, including the other 
members of the band, knew what to expect 
from him, which gave a mysterious twist to 
the proceedings. Lowell was a subdued, 
but visible figure backstage; he performed 
brilliantly during the shows but disap: 
peared the rest of the time. If he was har- 
boring the secret to the Little Feat mystery, 
nobody got it out of him. 

George was virtually invisible on Time 
Lovesa Hero, a fact that had been attributed 
to his illness; but the tension in the back- 
stage atmosphere and the guarded way 
group members spoke about his role in Lit 
tle Feat suggested a serious conflict. Key: 
boardist Bill Payne and guitarist Paul Bar 
rere had pretty well taken over the group, 
while George was estranged enough to 
travel separately from the rest of the band, 
choosing to drive while the others flew 

“He told us each to take a bigger role in 
the group” Payne explained at the time. 
“But we had been starting to do that al: 
ready. It really comes down to whoever has 
the hot hand with the songwriting—that's 
whose songs we end up recording. A lot of 
people seem to think George is holding out 
his songs for the solo album, but he’s not 
even writing all the stuff on that record 
himself, he's doing a few covers, too! 

When I pressed Barrere about Little 
Feat’s future without George, he said, “If 
George left, we wouldn't break up. Wed 
have to find another golden throat, but we 
could do it. But he's not gonna leave the 
band; no way that’s gonna happen.” 

I didn’t realize then how significant that 
statement was, although I knew something 
was amiss. George did not make himself 
available for comment, so I asked Little 
Feats road manager, Rick Harper, for some 
clue as to Lowell's status in the group. 
“Lowell is an iconoclast,” Harper offered 
“He doesn't have faith in anyone. But he 
does have faith in this group” 
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N RETROSPECT, what was hap- 

pening in Washington makes more 

sense. Lowell George was an un- 

happy man who saw his dreams of 

the perfect rock ’r’ roll band slip- 
ping away from him even as he approved of 
the group's musical maturation. The only 
place where he could resolve these differ 
ences was onstage, and it was there that he 
was transformed from the tired loner to the 
dynamic frontman of one of America's 
greatest groups. 

Little Feat staggered through a couple 
more tours and two albums—the live Wait 
ing for Columbus and Lowell's last studio 
production, Down on the Farm—before fi- 
nally breaking up. George released his solo 
album, Thanks I'l Eat It Here, in 1979, just 
as the Little Feat breakup became public. 
During tour to promote the record, George 
died of a heart attack the morning before he 
was to play a live broadcast in, of all places, 
Washington, D.C., where he was most 
loved 

When I saw Bill Payne again, last year, it 
was a sad reunion. Payne had just finished 
putting together a moving tribute to the Lit- 
tle Feat era, Hoy Hoy, a two-record retro: 
spective covering most of the unreleased 
tracks left over by Lowell George and his 
zany cohorts, a final garage sale of wonder- 
ful Little Feat memorabilia 

‘The record wasn't supposed to be a Low- 
ell George tribute,” Payne told me. “But 
with an overall view of the band, certainly, 
when we were looking at the material, I 
think a lot of it came from Lowell. That's 
‘one reason why Little Feat is not going to be 
a band without him. It’s because he had so 
much to do with it 

What Hoy Hoy did provide Payne was a 
sense of completion that Down on the Farm, 
which was in progress when George died, 
never gave him or the rest of the group. 
“The main reason we did this album,’ he 
explained, “was because Down on the Farm 
wasn't the proper way to close out this 
band. At the time we were doing it I was 
pretty dissatisfied to say the least. There 
were so many problems. We had just gotten 
off of a really good tour, oddly enough. We 
toured in the fall and we started recording 
around January, and it just was not happen- 
ing. We were trying to do it out of a place 
called the Paramount Ranch and it was just 
oo loosely set up to get any serious work 
done. I think the motive behind it, though, 
which was Lowell's idea, was real good, 
which was to get us out of a studio, get us 
into a loose place and have things set up 
where we could go in and just play. 

‘When Lowell died we finished the rec- 
ord as best we could; most of the tracks we 
still had to do overdubs on, and there were 


some decisions to make. It was impossible 
to try and figure out what he wanted. With 
in the band itself emotions were running 
high and so it was very tough to finish the 
thing.” 

The weird timing that saw Lowell's solo 
album released just as the band announced 
its breakup added credence to the rumors 
that George himself was behind the split, 
but it was also Payne who actually threw in 
the towel during the Down on the Farm ses- 
sions. “I had made my intentions known’ 
Payne recalled. “I said, ‘This is the last rec 
ord I was involved with; primarily because 
even though that tour I spoke about was real- 
ly good, he was only able to sing three 
songs, because of health reasons. He 
sounded great in those three or four songs, 
but I know physically he was having a 
tough time pulling it off, and I thought up to 
a point we were cheating ourselves and our 
audience. I didn't like the way Down on the 
Farm was happening, 

"I felt we should be involved, I certainly 
wanted to be involved and I was hoping 
Paul would be helping out productionwise. I 
felt it was time to really make a marriage of 


it, and it wasn't seen that way, sol said, 
not interested in doing it then. Because 
said about as much as we! 

Despite his differences with George over 
control of Little Feat during the band’s la 
days, the news of his forn 

a terrible sho: 

When Rick Harper called me up a 
told me about it, I had just heard 
Richie Hayward breaking his leg two 

fore, and it just seemed par for the 

e for the band. As the day wore on the 

as very tough to get over. In fact, at 
ill hard to ac 


OWELL GEORGE was bom in 1945 
in Hollywood. His father had moved 
there from Las Vegas in 1910 and 
became one of Tinseltown’s top 

furriers. George was brought up 


in an environment cluttered with famous 
ike Walk 


father, and some of 
were lar 
Asa kid, George 
s alway 
he Local v 
er brother, Willard. But music 
ful ret nin those early 
ge of five Lowell picked up the harmonica 
and played a duet with his brother on "The 


mething of an out- 
ht and v 


12 Lowell started studying 
\d developed an interest in 

the childhood f 
sical compatriot who co-wrote sev 


Fred Martin, was Lowell's c 
kick during his bohi 
wood High. “It was rig 
Kibbee recalls, "'61 to 
the Cuban missile crisis, and w 
convinced that the world was gonna end 
before we grew up. So we why not 
raise a little hell? 
jued his schooling as an art 
Junior College, during 
continued on page 91 


were all 


Lowell George 
was an 
unhappy man 
who saw his 
dreams of the 
perfect 

rock ’n’ roll 
band slipping 
away from him. 


ANGUAGESHAPES 


OUR _ ENVIRON- 
ment, Itisimpossible 
to have thoughts 
without words. This 
well-established fact 
seems to be com- 
pletely ignored by re- 
porters and  broad- 
casters who claim to 
be “objective” while 
using heavily loaded 
language. Smart guys 
like Edwin Newman 
and William Safire 
write books and col- 
umns about the mis- 
use of English in ev- 
eryday life but shy 
away from pointing 
out the 
political- 
ly biased 
vocabulary that daily moldsour 
views of world events, Net- 
work executives pontificate at 
fancy dinnersabout equal treat- 
ment while media critics nod in 
agreement. It's almost as if no 
one actually reads or listens to 
the news, for if they did they 
would soon discover a naked 
emperor babbling advertise- 
ments for a free press not really 
all that free. 
Recently I watched some re 
porters on one of those Sunday 
television roundtables discuss 
ing land reform in El Salvador, 
To be sure, there was gentle- 
manly disagreement on the 
fectiveness of the govern- 
ment’s program (though the 
opposition’s was never me! 
tioned), butall seemed to have 
arrived at a consensus for how 
the various forces in that coun- 
try should be identified and cu- 
riously enough that language 
was exactly the same used by 
Secretary of State Haig in the 
day's press conference. No 
matter what “excesses” were 
caused by government troo} 
they were still security forces, 
while the opposition of peas- 
ants (translate: “dumb farm- 
ers’), students (translate: "na- 
ive patsies") and union leaders 
(translate: “rabble-rousers’) 
would be labeled the ultra-Left, 


Indeed, what even is an ultra~ 
Leff? We know “old Left" and 
“new Left," “left-of-center 
and "far-Left.” We even know 
“extreme-Left.” _ Ultra-Left 
rings of designer jeans, punk 
music and Brian DePalma hor- 
ror movies. A new-wave left. 
Something for the '80s, like 
Carlos the International Ter- 
rorist or the Red Brigades. But 
what exactly does this term 
have todo with the reality of El 
Salvador? What does it have to 
do with the tens of thousands 
murdered by the government 
and the tens of thousands of- 
fering resistance? How does it 
encompass the fact that Guil- 
lermo Ung, titular leader of 
the opposition, was not so long 
ago the vice-president of El Sal- 
vador? Is it fair to confuse a 
people's liberation movement 
in Latin America with a small 
band of European urban guer- 
rillas? They call themselves 
democratic revolutionaries. 1s 
that term too hot to handle? 
How can an ultra-Left speak to 
Americans who have been 
nurturedon theidea that truth, 
like the hole in the doughnut, 
rests firmly in the middle? 
‘This is nothing compared to 
cold-war language on the 
grand scale. Does anyone 
know the difference between 
an ally and a satellite? What 
about a government or a regime? 
Or a puppet government? Cer- 
tainly not the Philippines. 
‘Think fast: Which side haspoli 
cies, which has party lines 
‘They have strong bosses. We 
have partners. At times our 
Third World partners (only a 
First Worlder could have come 
up with these rankings to be- 
gin with) practice firm leader- 
ship. Firm leadership seems to 
bean editorial writer's term for 
the slaughter and jailing of 
thousands. Careful, though. 
Leaders are not to be confused 
with the iron-fisted rulerson the 
bad guy's team, All the world’s 
dictators are there also. So 
Cuba is destined to be ruled 
(not led) by dictator Castro 
while South Korea's President 


RRRRRRRA 
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AAAAAAEL 


Seoul are way better off than in 
communist 

knows anything about com- 
munist Korea, but for some 
reason wealll know they livein 


What's behind the iron curtain? 
and rhetoric as revealed by 
leading dissident, uh. . . 


excuse me, assis!—South Ko- 
rea? Chun recently legitimized 
his office through what the 
USS. press termed a free elec- 
tion. Not entirely untrue, since 
the Koreans had just one 
choice less than we get every 
four years. 


by virtually every reporter in 
this country, Who's ever heard 
‘of fascist Chile or capitalist 
West Germany? It's impolite to 
use adjectives with friends. 
‘The only color in our vocabu- 
lary for a country is red. 

And why be impolite? Our 
friends never commit aggres- 
sion nor dothey intervene. They 
retaliate or they aid. We help 
rebels in Afghanistan and An- 
gola; they supply guerrillas in 
Latin America. Washington 
advises but Moscow calls the 


Of course, things around 


Korea. Nobody 


slavery—a term now synon 
mous with living under cor 
munism. As I understand it, 
we all live "on top" of capital- 
ism, never having to escape 
from under its yoke. The clos- 
est we ever hintat the “yoke of 
capitalism" is in April when 
commentators talk about the 
has to examine the land-re- would we explain the 50,000 _ nuisance of taxes. the United States uses all this 
form program of anultra-Lef? U.S. troops that occupy Communist as a label is used accumulated power. 


or, at times, the communist-in- 
spired ultra-Left, which, al- 
though an exercise in redun- 
dancy, drives home the point 
that once again the bad guys in 
the mountains are disturbing 
cherished peace in the valley. 

Once identified, who really 


Chun will get a warmer recep- 
tion by the US. media 
Brought to power by a Korean 
Intelligence Agency coup that 
murdered or imprisoned 
25,000 political opponents 
matters not, He's our Chun, so 
we love him. If he wasn't, how 


shots. The United States, al 
ways referred to as "the most 
powerful country in the 
world,” never pulls strings, 
twists arms or issues ultima- 
tums to friends. In fact, it's a 
complete mystery as far as the 
pressisconcerned how exactly 


“Uses, Them appears in Square Dancing in the Ice Age. a collection of the underground and prison writings of Abbie Hoffman, tobe published in March 1982 by G.P. Putnam’ Sons 


HEN THERE HAS 
S]ALWAYS BEEN 

|| the baffling distinction 
| | between commandos and 
7 | terrorists. Commandosare 
©) currently training with 
machine guns, mortars, 

| helicopters, you name it, 
HJ in southern Florida. 
J | Their aim is to recapture 
Nicaragua {a country 
with which we still maintain 
diplomatic relations). If those 
commandos were training in 
Libya, they would obviously 
be terrorists. Of course, they 
would have to leave the heli- 
copters behind since terrorists 
would lose their classification 
if they bombed from the air. 
Our friends bomb from the air. 
‘The formula goes something 
like this: The forces of terror 
destroy from the ground, the 
forcesof freedom destroy from 


A lot of cold-war language 
Abbie Hoffman, America’s 


radical subversive, that is. 


the air. Freedom flyers, like 
God and Superman, can al- 
ways count on rave reviews. 
Last year, during the Ira 
hostage crisis, Hodding Carter, 
spokesman for the State De- 
partment, became the nation’s 
‘most influential English teach- 
ex For the first month, students 
held the hostages; by the sec- 
ond month, thos 
dents were now militants 
by the third month they had 
become terrorisis. As the 
months dragged on they went 
from lerrorists to extreme terror- 
ists to cutthroat terrorists to fa- 
natical cutthroat terrorists. Is a 
good thing the hostages were 
finally released—the State De- 
partment was beginning torun 
out of bad words. What was of 
interest was the way the Wash: 
ington press corpsechoed each 
increment of slander even 


while mocking Iranian refer- 
ences to "Satan America" or 

imperialism.” In fact, impe 
alism is a nonword in U.S. se. 
mantics. It is always some- 
thing they accuse us of doing, 
thence propaganda, hencea lie 
Remember, nonwords mean 
nonexistence, No one has 
therefore ever heard a discus- 
sion of American imperialism 
in the mass media 

‘The terroristommando dis- 
tinctionis far from the only cat- 
egory the press uses to distin- 
guish individual friend from 
foe. For example, our team has 
no dissidents. Dissidents are he- 
oes, like the savage in Brave 
New World. What we have are 
radicals, subversives, subversive 
radicals or radical subversives. 1 
guess the thinking is: How can 
you dissent when you have de- 
mocracy? Democracy gets sub- 
verted; totalitarianism breeds 
dissidents. 

Wealso, by the way, have no 
refugees. Since we and our al- 
lies live in the best of all possi- 
bleworlds, why wouldanyone 
choose to escape? The correct 
term for our refugees is expatri- 
ates or something. Whatever it 
is, they are sure ungrateful. 
Not like a professional who's 
been educated at state expense 
in a socialist country and 
chooses to sell his services for 
ten times the price on our side. 
A typical refugee hero. Where- 
as expatriates are just writers 
not good enough to get pub- 
lished: mean, bitter little in. 
grates, 

Last year, 100,000 Cuban ref. 
ugees swam to Miami Beach es- 
caping the “crumbling eco- 
nomic chaos of Castro's com- 
munism‘" (it's been crumbling 
for 20 years). They were re- 
ported down to the last detail 
We know each by name, their 
pedigree, even dental charts. 
During the past four years of 
the Begin regime—excuse me, 
government—in Israel, 500,000 
Israeli refugees, nearly 20 per- 
cent of the population, have 
fled to the United States as the 
Israeli inflation rate skyrocket 
ed. Not only is this nonnews 
here, but under the rules of 
U.S. journalism there cannot 
even be an “Israeli refugee." 
But unless our government is 
sponsoring some massive taxi- 
driver educational-exchange 
program, New York and L.A. 
are swarming with such un- 
identified Israeli refugees. 


cs by 


Abbie Hoffman 


The refugee problem often 
arises in countries prone to 
massacres, another politically 
burdened term. We all know 
about the 87 billion Cambodi- 
ans massacred by the godless 
Vietnamese. Not far away, in 


Indonesia, a. leftist govern: 
ment was overthrown by mili- 
tary-religious elements helped 
by the CIA. What followed 
was the bloodiest massacre in 
modern times with estimates 
of nearly a million and a half 


victims. Not only was this 
bloodshed not given much 
coverage in the U.S. press 


when it happened, but the just 
completed slaughter of 
400,000 Timorese by “our” In 
donesian government has also 
gone unreported. The more re- 
cent carnage happened con: 
currently with the Cambodian 
killing, but, alas, Indonesia isa 
valuable ally in the Far East 
Think of it: The extermination 
of the snow leopard has re- 

ceived more press attention 
One way to tell our team 
from theirs is to watch how 
convoluted the terminology 
gets. For example, when Syria 
crosses into Lebanon, it simply 

invades; but with Israel it's 
preemptive strike or, better still, 
a defensive preemptive strike. In 
over 30 years of Middle East 
conflict Israel has yet to invade 
aneighbor, an amazing record. 
Another common practice is 
contrasting nationalism with 
ideology. Thus, in reporting 
the ball-score body count each 
night during the war in South- 
east Asia, broadcasters would 
say, “Americans killed 175 
continued on page 66 


Harry Towns had everything a man could ask for: a slew of foxy girl friends 
and an almost endless supply of Peruvian rock. Then his mother died. . . 


[ADY 


Lady’ first appeared in Esquire, in 1973, 
ana tan anthony, Harm Towns, pub 
lished by alfred A Knopf. 1974, Reprint 


ed! id id C a 
Bie ore 


. hen it was good, it was 

of a smooth consistency and white as 

Christmas snow. If Harry Towns had a 

slim silver-foil packet of it against his 

thigh—which he did two or three nights 

a week—he felt rich and fortified, al- 

most as though he were carrying a gun. 

It was called coke, too, never cocaine. A 

dealer, one side of whose face was 

terrific, the other collapsed, like a bad 

cake, had told him it was known as 

“lady.” That tickled Harry Townsand he 

was dying to call it that, but he was 

waiting for the right time. The nick- 

name had to do with the fact that ladies, 

once they took a taste of the drug, in- 

stantly became coke lovers and could 

not get enough of it. Also, they never 

quite got the hang of how expensive it 

. * was and were known to toss it around 
A classic cocaine story carelessly, scattering gusts of it in the 
byBruceJayFriedman _ carpeting. Even though one side of his 


face was collapsed, the dealer claimed there were half a dozen 
girls who hung around him and slept with him so they could 
havea shotat his coke, Harry Towns could not claim to have en- 
slaved groups of women with the drug, but it did help him along 
with one outrageously young girl who stayed over with him an 
entire night, She didn't sleep with him, butjust getting her to stay 


further along the road to serious addiction than he was; Towns 
made do with whatever was on hand, usually the edge of a book 
of matches, folded in half. The film cutter had a massive family, 
and on occasion they would tease him about his children having 
to eat hot dogs because of his expensive coke habit, One night, 
‘out of nowhere, he gave them both a look and they abandoned 


over was erotic and something of an accom- 
plishment. Wearing blue jeans and nailed to 
him by the sharp bones of her behind, she sat 
on his lap while he fed her tastes of it all night 
long. She lapped it up like a kitten and in the 
morning he drove her to her high-school math 
class.He wasn't sure if he was proud of this ex- 
ploit— she was about the same age as his 
son—but he didn't worry about it much either. 

If someone asked Harry Towns to describe 
the effects of coke, he would say it was subtle, 
and leave it at that. He could remember the 


He admitted one night that if it came 
to choosing 
beautiful girl, he would have to go 


between the drug anda 


with the coke. 


precise moment he had first smelled and then tried grass—a par- 
ty, a girl ina raincoat whose long hair literally brushed the floor, 
some bossa nova music that was in vogueat the time, a feeling he 
wanted to be rid of both his wife and the tweed suit he was wear- 
ing—but he could not for the life of him figure out when coke 
had come into the picture. It had to do with two friends in the be- 
ginning, and he was sure now that the running around and hunt- 
ing it down was just as important as the drug itself. They would 
spend a long time at a bar waiting for someone to show up witha 
‘spoon, one of them leaping up at regular intervals to make a call 
and see if their man was on his way. It was exciting and it kept 
them together. While they were waiting they would tell each 
other stories about coke they had either heard about or tried 
personally, coke that was like a blow on the head, coke that came 
untouched from the drug companies, coke so strong it was used 
in cataract operations, Or they would tell of rich guys who gave 
parties and kept flowerpots full of it for the guests to dip into at 
will, It was a little like sitting around and talking about great 
baseball catches, Sometimes they wondered about how long you 
could keep at it before it began working on your brain. Even 
though they kidded about winding up years later in the back 
streets of Marseilles with their noses chewed away—it was a se- 
rious worry. Freud had supposedly been an addict and this 
buoyed them up a bit. Also, Towns had once run into a fellow 
who lived in Venezuela most of the year and had a gold ring in 
his ear. Rumor had it that he was a jungle fag. Leaning across to 
Towns one night, he had tapped his right nostril, saying, "This 
one's thirty-six years old.” The fellow was a bit bleary-eyed, but 
otherwise seemed in good health; the disclosure was comforting 
to Towns although he wondered why the fellow said nothing 
about his left nostril 

‘Once their contact arrived, they would each get up some mon- 
ey, not paying too much attention to who paid the most. Then 
they would go into the bathroom, secure the door and lovingly 
help one another to take snorts from the little packet. One of 
‘Towns’ friends wasa tall stylish fellow who was terrific at wear- 
ing clothes, somehow getting the most threadbare of jackets to 
look elegant. It was probably his disdainful attitude that brought 
off the old jackets. The other friend wasa film cutter witha large 
menacing neck and a background in sports that could not quite 
be pinned down. They were casual about dividing up the drug, 
with no thought to anyone's being shortchanged, although later 
on the stylish fellow would be accused of having a vacuum 
cleaner for a nose, But it was a sort of good-natured accusation. 
On each occasion, Towns's debonair friend could be counted on 
to introduce a new technique for getting at the coke, putting 
some in a little canal between two fingers, getting a dab of it at 
the end of a penknife, and on one occasion producing a tiny, 
carved monkey's paw, perfectly designed to hold a little simian 
scoopful. Towns's favorite approach was the penknife one. The 
white crystals, iced and sparkling, piled up on the edge of the 
blade, struck him as being dangerously beautiful. But Towns felt 
with some comfort that the varied techniques placed his friend 


that particular needle. He had been ill recently, and they had 
heard that four hospital attendants had been unable to hold him 
down and give him an injection. 

After they had taken their snorts, they would each fall back 
against the wall of the john and let the magic drip through them, 
saying things like “Oh, brother,” and "This has got to be the best.” 
‘Towns usually capped off the dreamily appreciative remarks by 
saying, “I'll always have to have this.” The stacky film cutter ad- 
mitted one night that if it came to choosing between the drug and 
a beautiful girl, he would have to go with the coke. It seemed to 
be a painful admission for him to make, so Towns and the debo- 
nair fellow quickly assured him they both felt exactly the same 
way. Actually, Towns didn't see why one had to cancel out the 
other. He had heard that lovers would receive the world's most 
erotic sensation by putting dabs of coke on their genitals and 
then swiping it off. He tried this one night with a stewardess 
from an obscure and thinly publicized airline and found it all 
right, but nothing to write home about. As far as he could see, it 
was just a tricky way to get at the coke. 

They would take about two tastes apiece and then bounce 
back into the bar with sly grins and the brisk little nose sniffs that 
distinguished the experienced coke user. Even if they scattered 
and sat with different people, the drug held them bound together 
ina ring. Later, when the evening took a dip, one of them would 
give a sign and they would return to the john to finish off the 
packet. 

‘They kept their circle tightly closed, even though at least one 
fellow was dying to get into it. He wasa writer who stood careful 
guard over his work and on more than one occasion had said, 
"Tl be damned if I'm going to let anyone monkey around with 
my prose.” He also spoke of having “boffed” a great many girls. 
Towns took exception to that word "boffed’ and so did his 
friends. They doubted that he had really done that much "boff- 
ing’ and they didn't care that much for his prose either. So even 
though the fellow knew what they were doing in the john and 
gave them hungry, poignant looks, they would not let him into 
the group. 

Sometimes, instead of waiting around at the bar, they would 
make forays into the night to round up some of the drug. They 
spent a lot of time waiting outside basement apartments in 
Chinatown, checking over their shoulders for the police. Towns 
owned the car and he had plenty of dents in the side to prove it. 
Somehow, tranquil and frozen by the drug, Towns felt that a lit- 
tle sideswipe here and there didn't matter much, but the dents 
were piling up and the car was pretty battered. The dapper. arro- 
gant fellow sat in the back and seemed annoyed at having to ride 
around in such a disreputable-looking vehicle. He lived with his 
mother, who supposedly did all his driving for him, after first set- 
ting him up beside her with blankets over his knees for warmth. 
Towns decided to have all the car dents fixed in one swipe and 
then start over. 

Leaving his friends behind one night, Towns went on a drug- 
hunting foray witha continued on page 64 
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RIGHT UNDER THE NOSE OF U.S. CUSTOMS, 
AN ELITE GROUP OF SMUGGLERS PLY A 
LUCRATIVE NEW TRADE . . .IN BIRDS 


ON A DUSTY SIDESTREET OFF TIJUANA'S AVENUE REVOLUCION, A CHUBBY, 
DULL-EYED BOY OF ABOUT 14 LOUNGES IN THE WIDE DOORWAY OF A SHOP 
and gestures listlessly to the occasional passerby to enter. Inside, cheap pottery and 
macrame owls share space with other staples of the border-town tourist trade. There 
are no caged birds in sight, but it is here that the old man hawking silver jewelry on Rev- 
olucién said they could be found. 
irds?” I ask the kid in English. "Do you have birds?” 

The skin around the kid's eyes twists into an expression halfway between confusion 
and suspicion. 

"Birds," I repeat. “You know—cheep, cheep—birds!" I flap my arms like a chicken. 

A few volts of electricity appear in the kid's eyes. He grins, nods and leads me toa 
wrought-iron cage, about two feet by three feet at the bottom and three feet high, al- 
most completely covered with a blue blanket. 

"Birds,’ the kid says, jerking the blanket from the cage. 

The shock of sudden light sends the inhabitants of the crowded cage into a squawk- 
ing, screeching fit. Necks crane, beaks peck, wings beat against other wings and against 
the bars of the tiny prison. continued on next page 
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Sulphurcrested cockatoo by Anthony Mercicca/Photo Rescachers, In 
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When the birds settle down, it becomes 
clear there are more than 60 baby red- 
headed Amazon parrots cramped into the 
small space, There is not room for all of 
them to roost at once, so many cling to the 
sides of the cage while others crowd the 
floor, hock deep in shit. Some of the little 
creatures, who were snatched from their 
nests in the wilds not more than two weeks 
ago, are nearly bald from the nervous peck- 
ing of fellow inmates. Many have the same 
listless, dull look as their boy guardian. 

"How much?’ { ask. “Cudnto?” 

‘The boy thinks before answering, careful 
toget the figure right. “Eighteen dollars,” he 
says finally. “For one.” 

The price is cheap—suspiciously so. 
‘Young redheads usually go for $50 to $100 


in northern Mexico, which is still farbelow | 


the $250 or more you can pay north of the 
border. Were these birds suffering from 
more than just the trauma of being kid- 
napped and held captive in a crowded cage? 
Parrot fever, maybe? Or worse yet, exotic 
Newcastle disease? 


NEWCASTLE DISEASE IS A HIGHLY 
CONTAGIOUS AND USUALLY FATAL 
bird sickness that sometimes reveals itself 
through a swollen head, a twisted neck or a 
black, gooey fluid that oozes out the eyes 
and mouth. But sometimes not. Sometimes 
there are no symptoms at all, until one day 
the bird falls dead. 

These parrots show no symptoms, but 
there is no way short of a lab test to tell for 
sure. ask the boy if he has other birds. 

He leads me to another cage, which he 
uncovers to reveal about a dozen larger red- 
heads. I ask the price. Again he is slow and 
careful with the answer, 

"Fifty dollars for one,” he says, 

‘The price is closer to typical for adults but 
makes the price of the babies even more 
suspicious: Young birds are usually more 
highly valued because they learn to talk 
more easily. 

“Macaws?" I ask. “Do you have any 
macaws?" 

He shakes his head but then begins a 
slow count on his fingers. When he reaches 
the middle finger, he says, "October—baby 
macaws in October” 

Task if he knows where I can buy ma- 
caws now. He retreats to the rear of the 
store to consult his mother, a dark, papaya- 
shaped woman who is whispering conspi- 
ratorially to another woman who is dark 
and heavy. 

As the mother approaches she gives mea 
Jong, ambiguous look, then leads me out 
the door of the shop. She points toa street 
intersecting the one her shop is on. 

"One block,” she says, pointing south. 
"Macaws’" 

The block is like a miniature barrio; clus- 
ters of little wood and adobe houses sur- 
round courtyards of bare dirt. The woman 
had given no address, but that wouldn't 
have helped anyway as there are no num- 
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here to see how 
easy it would be 
to break into a 
fast-growing 
smuggling trade 
that is, pound for 
pound, far more 
lucrative than 
marijuana. 


bers visible on the houses. 

1 stand in the center of the block and lis- 
ten, Sure enough, from a distance comes 
the cacophony of caged birds. I follow the 
sounds toa tiny wood house. 

Before I reach the door, aman ofabout 40 
steps out and asks in passable English what 
I want. He has a solemn, almost stern face 
with dark, deep-set eyes and high cheek- 
bones. He wears a thin mustache over thin 
lips. Had he been borna bird, he would bea 
hawk. 

I tell him I am interested in birds. 

He motions me into the house. Just inside 
the door, in the living room, is a row of 
cages stacked to the ceiling and filled with. 
finches and parakeets. When I ask if he has 
any macaws, the man steps to a small, cov- 
ered cage next to the row of larger cagesand. 
pulls away the cloth, revealing a handsome 
military macaw, the large, sassy, green- 
bodied bird often found on the shoulders of 
pirates. 

“How much?" I ask. 

“One hundred and seventy-five dollars,’ 
he says. The price is about one-fifth what 
the bird would cost in the States. 

lask if he has any yellow-naped Ama- 
zons, parrots prized for their conversation 
as well as their beauty. 

He leads me past his Indian wife, who is 
sweeping the worn linoleum floor and who 
has not looked up since my arrival, and into 
the kitchen, where a big pot of beans bub- 
bles on the stove and where three skinny 
kids sit around a table. Beneath the table is 
‘a cage measuring about two feet wide, 
three feet long and two feet high that is 
filled with 20 young yellow-napes. 

‘Two of the kids shyly divert their eyes, 
but the third, a girl of about five, looks on 
with amused interest as her father squats 
and opens the door of the cage. "They no 
bite," he says; a nice feature, considering 
that some parrots can bite through almost 
anything short of forged steel. He inserts a 
finger to prove his point. 

One of the parrots hops onto the finger 
and is lifted out of the cage. The bird 


stretches his neck and wings and swivels 
his head to check out the room from his 
new point of view, The other birds scratch 
and flutter in apparent envy. He puts the 
bird back in the cage. 

“How much?" I ask. 

"Two hundred seventy-five dollars 
each," he answers. 

“How much if I buy all of them?" 

“Two hundred twenty-five dollars each." 

I know it isn't his final price but I don't 
bargain because lam not buying. lam here 
only to see how easy it would be to break 
into a fast-growing smuggling trade that is, 
pound for pound, far more lucrative than 
marijuana. 

To get an idea of just how profitable bird 
smuggling is, consider those 20 yellow- 
napes. Even at the $225 asking price (which 
probably could have been cut by a third 
through bargaining), a retailer could qua- 
druple his investment north of the border, 
where young yellow-napes go fora grand or 
more, partly because it is illegal to export 
any baby birds from Mexico. Twenty birds: 
more than $15,000 profit. 

Bird smuggling is not only profitable, it's 
relatively easy. Anyone with a slaver's soul 
and a bit of imagination can do it. Unlike 
dope, birds are legal in Mexico, which 
means you can locate, purchase and trans- 
port them freely. The only problem is cross- 
ing the border, and that’s not a very formid- 
able one. 

Large numbers of birds are usually smug- 
gled in cages; by rafts across the Rio Grande 
or by jeep or burro across any number of 
spots along thousands of miles of poorly 
guarded border. 

When small numbers of birds are in- 
volved, they are usually sneaked across at 
border stations bound feet-to-beak and 
stuffed inside a purse or door panel or 
wrapped in paper and stuck beneath the 
seat of a car 


BOTH WAYS USUALLY WORK. DESPITE 
A GROWING CONCERN AMONG CUS- 
toms and wildlife officials over bird smug- 
gling, relatively few smugglers are nabbed 
at the border And those who make it 
through the border are usually home free. 
Birds brought in by tourists spend quiet 
lives at home, while those brought in by 
professionals rarely leave footprints when 
they travel. Once inside the United States, 
they are quickly sold to wholesalers or pet- 
shop owners (unless, as is sometimes the 
case, the smugglers are themselves whole- 
salers or pet-shop owners}, who often don't 
care whether the bird is an illegal alien if 
the price is right. They accept forged impor- 
tation papers or claims that the birds were 
bred in captivity, even though most exotic 
birds steadfastly refuse to bring babies into 
lives of captivity. 

Even when bird smugglers get caught, 
the penalties are light. Small-time smug- 
glers, tourists caught with a couple of cock- 
atoos, merely lose their birds and are fined 
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an amount equal to the retail value of the 
birds in the States. It’s a purely civil repri- 
mand that leaves not so much asa blemish 
‘on one's criminal record. Because of that, 
and because only a small percentage of cars 
are searched at the busy border stations, 
many tourists consider small-time smug- 
gling well worth the risk. 

Big-time smugglers face criminal prose- 
cution, but nothing so severe as they would 
face for even a pound of marijuana. In fact, 
until recently bird cases were treated as 
training exercises for Customs agents being 
groomed for dope cases. As late as 1977, the 
average penalty imposed for smuggling 
birds and other animals into the country 
was $53. 

Recently both Customs and the courts 
have gotten tougher, but not much. A case 
in point: 

In March 1980 a U.S. Border Patrol of- 
ficer stopped a car that had been cruising 
around suspiciously in the middle of the 
night near Dulzur, California, just north of 
the Mexican border. Inside were 259 yellow- 
napes and David Alan Rives, the operator 
of a government-licensed bird-quarantine 
station. 

Rives was apparently no virgin to the 
bird-smuggling trade. An investigation re- 
vealed that just one day before his bust he 
sold 100 yellow-napes of questionable origin 
for $28,500 to Smith's Exotic Aviariesin Alex- 
andria, Virginia. Yet when it came time for 
sentencing for the smuggling of the 259 yel- 
low-napes, Rives was ordered to serve only 
six months of a three-year sentence. 

His sentence might not have been even 
that severe had he not come so close to trig- 
gering a Newcastle epidemic. The 259 birds 
Rives was busted with, as well as the 100 
birds he sold the day before his arrest and 
hundreds of other birds those birds came 
into contact with, either died of Newcastle 
or were euthanized for fear they were in- 
fected and would spread the disease. Like 
many smuggled birds, they paid the ulti- 
mate price for a smuggler's profits. 


BECAUSE SMUGGLERS OFTEN TRY TO 
MAXIMIZE PROFITS BY OVERCROWD- 
ing birds, thereby making them more sus- 
ceptible to everything from disease to suffo- 
cation, the mortality rate among smuggled 
birds is high. An all too typical example of 
the fate of many smuggled birds can be 
found in the case involving the largest sei- 
zure of birds ever made along the Califor- 
nia-Mexico border. 

Early one morning in August 1978, a sta- 
tion wagon being driven by William Joseph 
Conger was stopped at a border checkpoint 
in Temecula, California, which lies about 
60 miles north of the border. Inside the sta- 
tion wagon, in cages covered by a blanket, 
border agents found 562 parrots of several 
species, including yellow-headed Ama- 
zons, redheaded Amazons, half-moon con- 
ures and Aztec conures. 

According to U.S. Customs special agent 
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nlike 
dope, birds are 
legal in Mexico, 
which means 
you can locate, 
purchase and 
transport them 
easily. 


Karl Sundstrom, who investigated the case, 
about 20 percent of the birds were already 
dead from intense heat, lack of water and 
crowded conditions (which caused many of 
the birds to severely bite each other) when 
Conger's car was stopped. And the remain- 
ing birds were so weakened that about 75 
percent eventually died from their ordeal. 

(Even the few birds that survived the 
smuggling attempt were doomed. They 
died in miniature gas chambers operated 
by the government in compliance with a 
disease-prevention policy which ordered 
that all confiscated birds be euthanized. In 
1980 the government adopted the more hu- 
mane practice of quarantining confiscated 
birds for 60 days and then selling them at 
public auctions.) 

‘An investigation revealed that Conger 
bought the birds in Ruiz, Nayarit, Mexico, 
and then drove to the border town Tecate, 
where he left them in a motel while driving 
his empty station wagon back into the 
States. Then he drove to a secluded area 
along the border fence where he rendez- 
voused in the dark of night with four ac- 
complices who had picked up the birds at 
the motel. 

Though the investigation concluded that 
it was not Conger's first bird-smuggling 
venture, upon pleading guilty he was made 
to serve only 60 days of an 18-month sen- 
tence. 

There is no way to know just how many 
smuggled birds die in transit, but Sund- 
strom says that at Port of Entry San Ysidro 
just below San Diego, the busiest crossing 
along the entire border, "approximately 
one-third of the birds discovered hidden in 
vehicles or otherwise concealed are either 
dead or dying due to the methods of con- 
cealment 

Many die from suffocation, either from 
having their beaks taped shut to prevent 
them from making noise or from being 
rolled up in newspapers and put into paper 
bags that do not allow enough oxygen. 
Others, including many of those hidden 
under engine hoods or in door panels, die of 


extreme heat. Still others die from drug or 
liquor overdose after being fed Valium or te- 
quila-soaked cornmash to tranquilize them. 

The birds found dead at the border are 
not the only victims of the smuggling trade. 
Many birds die before the trip to the mar- 
ketplace even begins. 

Virtually all birds smuggled across the 
Mexican border are captured in the wild, 
not only in Mexico but throughout Central 
and South America. Most adults are taken 
with nets or traps. Some are wing shot with 
shotguns. Whichever the method of cap- 
ture, many birds do not survive. Many of 
those netted or trapped are strangled or 
mortally injured in the process, while 
many of those wing shot are either killed by 
the impact of the pellets or die slowly from 
lead poisoning. Baby birds probably fare 
even worse. To capture them, hunters cut 
down their nesting trees, and many die in 
the fall to the ground, Of those that survive 
capture, many perish quickly from trauma 
or starvation despite the best efforts of the 
hunters to fill the role of mother bird. 

Perhaps the most authoritative estimate 
of just how hazardous the smuggling trade 
is for birds has been made by the Australian 
Parliament's Environment and Conserva- 
tion Committee. After a long-term study, 
the committee concluded that 80 percent of 
birds smuggled out of Australia probably 
end up dead before their time. 

No similar study has been conducted of 
birds smuggled out of Mexico, but there is 
no reason to believe they have a higher sur- 
vival rate. It may even be lower. Some ex- 
perts estimate that for every bird smuggled 
from Mexico that arrives safely to the cage 
ofa "bird loving” owner, there are ten birds 
that die. 

‘Considering that U.S. Customs agents es- 
timate that up to 100,000 birds smuggled 
from Mexico make it alive to the United 
States each year, the number of dead birds 
left along the way is staggering. When all 
the birds smuggled into the States from all 
other countries are added to the birds arriv- 
ing through Mexico—and some say that 
total is as high as 1 million per year—the 
number of birds sacrificed to smuggling be- 
comes awesome. 


YET SMUGGLED BIRDS ARE BY NO 
MEANS THE ONLY BIRDS THAT SUFFER 
from bird trafficking; in fact, these casual- 
ties represent only a fraction of the total 
number of victims of the wild-bird trade. 
Smuggled birds often travel more hazardous- 
ly than legal birds, but legal birds are often 
caught and keptin thesame ways, and many 

share the fate of their illegal brethren. 
According to studies done by England's 
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, 
the worldwide traffic in wild birds has 
reached 75 million per year. Thousands of 
species are being thinned out and hundreds 
are being directly threatened with extinc- 
tion by a growing demand for exotic birds. 
continued on page 104 
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OPIUM MAY BE LIKENED to the stupefying medicines of kidnappers and the poisonous drugs of 
sorcerers, all used by them to seize upon and destroy the property of innocent individuals. 
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—Lin Tse-hsu, special narcotics 
commissioner for Guangdong 
Province, China, 1839-1840 


Blood by Dean Latimer and Jel! Goldberg) 
ih Dean Latimer and Jeli Goldberg. Reprinted by 
permission of Panklin Wats, 
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HIGHER BY THE BIRTH OF A BEAUTIFUL BABY GIRL! 


| “ONE DAY THEIR BLISSED QUT EXISTENCE WAS MADE| 


DUE JO HER MOTHER'S 
'HUMONGOUS MARIJUANA INTAKE , 
THE POOR KIO WAS BORN, 
PERMANENTLY STONED 


HEY, BABY, THIS'S. HI, KID. I'M ANNA 
My NeW OLD LADY, FETAMINA AND THIS. 

OH... WHATS YOUR HERE'S MY DAUGHTER, 
NAME AGAIN? ANGELDUST 


TEET HER BODY DURING A 
PARTICULARLY STRONG 
PSILOCYBIN TRIP AND 
FORGOT 7 RETURN. 


[[Sinsemeteas ‘STEPSISTER DION'T LIKE HER. 


OUGHTA HARVEST 
THE WEST 40. 
MAYBE FIRST JUST 
ONE MORE DOCEIE, 


WALI 
IS STARE INTO SPACE / 
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LOOK, MOMMIO! PRINCE CHUCK ANO LITTLE CREEP! YA THINK THEY LL 
THE CROWN JEWELS ARE PLAYING THE EET YOU INTO THE PALACE IN. REALLY, KID. 
PALACE FOR ONE NIGHT ONLY f THE YOUR PAISLEY BELLBOTTOMS 7 PRINCE CHUCK IS 
HOTTEST BARID IN THE WORLD! OOH, YOU'RE SO TACKY“ | NOT INTERESTED 
IN HALE-WITTED. 
FLOWER 
CHILDREN £ 


Hmm... THE PALACE |S 
THAT NEW PLACE THAT WON'T. 
EVEN LET YOU IN UNLESS YOU'RE 
OUTRAGEOUS! WE'LL HAVE 

TO REALLY ORESS UP! 


TER ANNA FETAMINA AND ANGELDUST DEPARTED FOR THE PALACE, 
TINSEMELLAT come apTHSTsiptroame]] []SE 
SINSEMELL A COME RIP THIS T-SHIRT FO SINSEMELLA THREW HERSELF ON HER COT IN TEARS. 

MOMMIO, MAKE HER DO SOMETHING £ 


Soa 
ANGELDUST 
FOR THE: 


BIG, 
OCCASION, 


REALLY, 
DEARIE! PULL 
YOURSELE, 
TOGETHER! 


SSINSEMELLA WAS SO ASTONISHED THAT 
FOR THE FIRST TIME IN HER SHORT, 
LIFE SHE FORGOT TO SAY, "0: WOW!” 


AND NO OUTFIT 
WOULD BE 
COMPLETE. 


WITHOUT 
THESE SOLID 
GLASS WEDGIES 
FROM 
FREDERICKS OF 
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THE PALACE IS THAT WAY. SORRY 
THERE'S NO TIME TO MAKE A CADILLAC, 


SBUT INTHE NICK OF TIME, [EE 


\ SAREE eer 
z 
Y € 


YOUR DRESS / 
a 
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IDE THE PALACE, PRINCE CHUCK WAS SITTING AT THE 
s ne: Bal AND THEN OUR DRUMMER FELL 


= E TBO THE 
NEXT HOUR, 
‘OH, PRINCE CHUCK, Y OH, CHUCKIE, LOOK AT ME! (OFF THE STAGE INTO THE AUDIENCE 
1°0 LADY DI FOR YOU! ds Glocehaa | ERE MESS ive usr PE 
Seay y ~ =k EYES FORNO : 


; 


‘BUT_WERE! 
YOU A 
BLONDE »., 


NT 
= 
a 
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be ‘CAN HEAR US COMING 


along way off, plunging 
through the dense jungle 
underbrush. The Baur, say 
the People of the Forest, scare 
offal the game with their 
noise. But the BaTuri are 
paying for the hunt, and the 
BaTuri bring T-shirts and 
ballpoint pens and money to 
buy cigarettes and beer. For 
this reason, they welcome tis 
allover Africa. 

We met up with the ranger 
on the eastern edge of the Ituri 
Forest in Zaire. The capture 
station was said to have an 
epulu, an animal best 
described as looking like both 
azebra anda giraffe, so he 
had gone to verify the report. 
Would the BaTuri like to see 
the Pygmies? Oui, he has 
friends in the forest. He is 
only too happy to 
accommodate. Anticipating 
my needs, he arrives early on 
the day we are to set out. 
“Chanvre?” he asks, proffering 
allarge sack of pungent hemp. 
Ishake my head and pull out 
an even larger quantity to 
show that I have adequate 
provisions, 

‘The camps lie seven miles 
beyond the edge of the forest 
perilously close to the 
villages in the Pygmies’ 
minds, but far distance for 
an outsider to travel in the 
jungle. The trails are the only 
route, We proceed slowly, 
sometimes by foot and 
sometimes on our hands and 
knees where the jungle 
growth is so thick we cannot 
stand, Animals growl close to 
the trail, but in the brush we 


60 FEBRUARY 82 


cannot make out their shapes. 

When we emerge into the 
‘camp, we are approached 
directly by one of the 
Pygmies, To judge from his 
appearance, he is aman of 
some importance, nearly four 
feet tall and sporting a loose 
approximation of Western 
dress that may indicate he is 
accustomed to dealing with 
outsiders. Speaking in the 
singsong language native to 
the Pygmies, he negotiates to 
supply men for the hunting 
party with the ranger, who is 
gesticulating emphatically in 
Tesponse to our pidgin 
French. Children crowd 
around us, expecting the 
candy we pass around. But 
our arrival hardly disrupts the 
activity of the camp. The 
other Pygmies observe us 
from a distance. They have 
seen BaTuri before, Several of 
the women duck inside to 
squat in the doorways of their 
huts, as if posing for our 
cameras. 

‘The ground is bare of 
vegetation, perhaps signifying 
that the campsite has been 
used before. Pygmies are 
nomads, making camp 
wherever the hunting is good. 
‘They grow no crops, 
preferring to trade or, better 
yet, steal from the plantations 
and villages outside the forest. 
But in this camp we noticea 
healthy stand of hemp. 
Whether itis wild or 
cultivated we never learn. 
‘The rangeris taking note of 
our interest. “Chanvre?” he 
offers for the second time on 
the same day. The Pygmies 


yd 


are pleased that we will 
accept djému as a welcoming 
present. Besides, they are 
relieved when they see us act 
like regular BaTuri. 

The Pygmies show us how 
tosmoke djému in the 
traditional way. They cuta 
fresh leaf from the plant and 
place it next toa glowing 
charcoal. When the leaf is 
dried from the heat of the 
charcoal, they place itin the 
clay bow ofa pipe the stem of 
which is the long hollowed- 
out stem of a palm leaf. And 
since, as we are told, the 
People of the Forest do not 
make fire, the bowlislit in the 
traditional way, by dropping 
burning charcoal into the 
bowl. And this is how the pipe 
is smoked: by sucking the 
smoke the full three-foot 
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length of the stem. Sucking so 
hard makes my lungs burt, 
but the djému tastes fresh and 
green and sweet. 

After smoking many bowls, 
the Pygmies tell us they will 
take us on the traditional 
hunt, Weare already slow 
witted, but our guide tells us 
djému gives the Pygmies force. 
They lead us into the forest at 
arrun, following the antelope 
trails. Their four-foot bodies 
glide easily along the narrow 
trails, but the larger visitors 
straggle behind, often tripping 
over vines and then running 
all the faster to keep up. Many 
timesan overhanging branch 
grazes my face, narrowly 
missing my eye. Suddenly the 
hunters stop ahead of us. 
‘They are already hanging up 
their nets when we catch up 


with them, The hunting will 
be good here, weare 
promised, 

While the Pygmies prepare 
theirnets, Isit on the ground 
and listen to the sounds of the 
jungle, Monkeys jump from 
tree to tree overhead. Small 
antelope and wild pigs are 
heard rushing in all 
directions, And for the first 
time I can make out the songs 
of individual birds. 

Iam roused from my 
daydream by the ranger, who 
instructs usin our role in the 
hunt. He leads us further into 
the forest to spread out ina 
semicircle about a half mile 
from the nets. There we wait 
in silence for him to signal 
that game has entered our 
trap. To keep myself from 
drowsing, I wonder what will 
happen ifan elephant 
blunders along. Armed with 
nothing but a camera, Lam 
singularly unprepared to face 
down an elephant. Iam 


Je" 


Sucking the smoke 


pps eaten along the three-foot 
ee ee ree 

Pe la a ae ie ee 
epesircscs”  djému tastes freshand > 
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its side belongs to.a boy of &r = ae Py 


perhaps 15. 

‘The duiker proves tobe 
delicious, better by far than 
our usual fare of tough 
‘mountain goat, After our 
meal, each of us shows the 
degree of his appreciation by 
the number of coins that is 
dropped into the hat passed 
around the campfire. Our 
farewell gift is graciously 
accepted. Itis then hastily 
dispatched, in the company of 
the leaders of our successful 
hunting party, to the outskirts 
of the forest some seven miles 
hence, which is where the 
nearest bar is located. 0 


A cutting before trimming. The 
large fart leaves tax the new 
plant’ ability to draw water, so 
they are later removed. Inset: A 
cutting from a flowering female 
rooted in a perlite-vermiculite 
mixture. This photo shows 
growth after six weeks. 
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‘The usual way to start a new marijuana 
crop is to plant seeds. About half of the re- 
sulting plants will be male. The remaining 
females will be of varying quality even if 
their background is certain. 

Most flower and vegetable seed sold in 
the United States is standardized. Seed of a 
particular variety will have the same 
growth habits, harvest time and yield. But 
marijuana has been bred for uniformity by 
only a few dedicated growers. Of course, 
this seed is not commercially available. 
Without an intensive breeding program, 
clones are the only way to get a uniform 
crop. For anall-female crop, of known qual- 
ity, growers can use clones (cuttings or 
slips) or plant regeneration. 

Regeneration or recropping is a method 
of obtaining a second harvest from a plant. 
We discussed its application indoors in a 
previous "Grow American" (Feb. '81). A 
plant can be returned to its vegetative 
growth stage by letting a number of healthy 
shoots and leaves remain on the plant when 
most of the buds are harvested. Bring the 
lights back up to 18 or more hours per day 
and fertilize with a high nitrogen fertililzer. 
Plants growing outdoors in containers can 
be brought inside for another harvest using 
this same method. In greenhouses the fall 
and winter natural light should be supple- 
mented and extended. Within a few 
months the garden should be ready to be 
turned back into the flowering phase by in- 
creasing the number of hours of uninter- 
rupted darkness (turning the light cycle 
down to 12 or 13 hours of light). 

Such regeneration has several advan- 
tages, Each plant's qualities are known, The 
garden can be designed and used most effi- 
ciently because you know the plants 
growth habits, and you can devise a ration- 
al breeding program. 

Aclone isa genetic duplicate of its parent. 
Clones should be made any time you havea 
unique plant whose particular genetic code 
is worth preserving. Examples might be ex- 


by Ed Rosenthal 


tremely potent, fast-growing or early-flow- 
ering plants. A garden of these plants given 
the identical environmental conditions of 
their parents will act identically. They will 
be the same height, have the same general 
growth habits, will flower and ripen at the 
same time and have the same potency. 

Growers sometimes make clones from 
all their plants while they are still in the 
vegetative growth stage. Later, after harvest 
and testing, they decide which clones to 
keep. These plants are grown under lights 
for their cuttings so that the grower can 
have a uniform crop the next spring or fall 
It is essential for anyone who is doing con- 
trolled environmental experiments to use 
plants of a uniform genotype. Otherwise 
the experimenter does not know what is 
being measured. 

Homogeneous or “clone” gardens have 
several disadvantages. Plants with identical 
genetic structures have similar resistance 
and susceptibilities to insect attack and mi- 
crobial infections, and any type of degener- 
ationis likely to spread more quickly than if 
the plants were from different varieties or 
just different seeds 

As we mentioned before, clones from the 
same parent will all taste about the same 
and have the same high. This is fine for a 
commercial operation, where standardiza- 
tion may increase profits, but most smok- 
ers would prefer to indulge in several varie- 
ties of pot. One way to solve this problem is 
to culture clones of several varieties that 
will flower in succession, 

‘There are several cloning techniques, 
including air and soil layering, and tissue 
culture, that are used commercially to 
mass-produce some nursery stock, But the 
easiest and most familiar method of cloning 
is taking slips or cuttings. Cuttings can be 
taken at any time in a plant's life cycle, 
whether the plant is young or flowering, 
but cuttings taken before a plant is flower- 
ing root more easily. Larger branches some- 
times have white protruberances near the 


base of their stem. These are called adventi- 
tious roots and appear in humid conditions 
and grow readily into roots when placed in 
water or medium. Cuttings from the lower 
branches, which donot contain as much ni- 
trogen and have a higher ratio of sugars, 
root somewhat faster than slips from the 
top of the plant, so it's wisest to take your 
cuttings from the bottom branches. 

‘To takea cutting, makea clean cut witha 
razor, knife or clippers. Place the cut end in 
water. Remove the large fan leaves so that 
the cuttings’ water uptake capabilities are 
not overtaxed. The cutting can be propagat- 
ed in water, pasteurized packaged soil or 
vermiculite-perlite mixtures. Before being 
placed in the medium they should be treat- 
ed with a fungicidal-B, mix that promotes 
root growth, such as Rootone F. 

Place your cuttings in four-to-six-inch in- 
dividual pots with the stems about two to 
four inches deep (quart and half-gallon 
milk containers will work fine}, and be sure 
to keep them in an area that gets only a 
moderate amount of light or they will wilt. 
After five days they should be fertilized 
with the vermiculite-perlite mixture dilut- 
ed to one-quarter the normal strength, once 
a week. Coyering the cuttings with clear 
plastic will increase the humidity and the 
success rate. 

Plant rooting is inhibited by lack of 
oxygen. To prevent this from occurring 
aerate the water before using by shaking 
vigorously. Cuttings being propagated in 
water will do best if the water is changed 
regularly or aerated using an aquarium 
pump andair stone. Make sure the bubbles 
tise away from the stems and do not create 
too much turbulence, which may inhibit 
root growth, 

Cuttings root in three to five weeks, after 
which time you should transplant toa larg- 
er pot. If they are growing under lights, in- 
troduce them to sunlight gradually so that 
the leaves do not burn when placed in full 
sunlight. 0 
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INTERVIEW: CARLTON TURNER 
continued from page 39 


the tissues of the body. These things bother 
me asa scientist. But each individual has to 
make up his own mind what he wants to 
do. I don't believe the government should 
say, here itis, available to everybody, use it 
as they want to, But 1 don't really know 
what the proper position is right now. I 
know we don't have enough data to say that 
marijuana is an innocuous drug. 

HIGH TiMEs: But we have to look at it from 
a societal level, too. 

Turner: You have to take it from the total 
scientific spectrum. In science you can’t cut 
one layer out. You have to look at it in 
context to what it is doing to the human or- 
ganism and what it is doing to society. My 
point is very basic. It is not an innocuous 
drug. 

Look at tobacco. We know if we smoke x 
amount of tobacco cigarettes a day, the 
chances of us getting lung cancer are x per- 
cent increased over the guy who never 
touchesa cigarette. But I'll challenge you or 
anyone else to find me any sociological data, 
or any other kind of data, prior to World 
War Il, that would link tobacco smoke with 
bronchial carcinoma. It did not exist. And 
now look at the people dying of lung 
cancer. 

We know that Cannabis smoke contains 
as many carcinogenic compounds, more, 
thana cigarette. We know that in our socie- 
ty people smoke several joints a day. We 
also know that as they grow for their.own 
use, they're going to get more potent mate 
rial because of the tolerance, so there are 
some intrinsic problems. I do not want to 
say that sociological studies are not signifi 
cant. But when you do sociological studies, 
you've got to do studies on the basis of how 
the people in our community use it, not 
how they do it in Jamaica or how they do it 
somewhere else. 

HIGH Times: What are the long-term ef- 
fects of occasional and heavy marijuana 
use? 

TURNER: I don’t think anyone knowsin the 
society in which we are operating today. 
HiGH Times: What do you think of Reese 
Jones's experiments, where he's giving peo- 
ple tremendous doses of THC which don’t 
really correspond to what's happening? 
TURNER: Can you say that? 

Hih Times: Yes. I have experience with 
the underground culture, and he's talking 
about much more than the heaviest smoker 
that I've ever seen. Even when I've known 
people dealing in hash oil, they don't use as 
much as he's giving his people. 

TURNER: You don't know what's in hash oil 
until you analyze it. I've seen hash oil go 
from very small amounts of THC to up to 
40 percent THC 

And the other thing is, a lot of scientists 
have been criticized for the dosage they are 
giving. But there is a tremendous problem 
here. Smoking is the worst possible way to 

continued on page 70 
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hooker who had seemed beautiful in the sa- 
loon light, but turned out to bea heavy user 
of facial creams. He didn't object toa girl us- 
ing creams in private, but felt she had an 
obligation to take them off when she was 
out and around. She said she knew of some 
great stuff just over the bridge in Brooklyn 
Towns drove and drove and when he asked 
her if they were there yet, she said it was 
just a little bit farther. He felt he might as 
well be driving to Chicago. When they fi- 
nally got the coke, she described herself, 
with some pride, as a "nose freak"—as 
though Towns would be thrilled to hear 
this. Then she got rid of most of the coke in 
the car, beneath a streetlamp, leaving 
Towns with just a few grains. He felt it 
would be the right thing on his part to 
smack her around a little for her behavior, 
but he was worried about friends of hers 
running out of a nearby building with 
kitchen knives. So he let it pass. Besides, 
there had been something attractively illic 
about snorting the drug with a heavily 
creamed hooker deep in the bowels of 
Brooklyn. And it was strong, too, even if 
there wasn't much of it. He would have 
something to say to his friends about 
“Brooklyn coke’ and how it could tear your 
head off if you didn't watch it. So instead of 
smacking her around, he took her ona long, 
silent drive back to Manhattan where he let 
her out. 

In the beginning, Towns and his friends 
would fool themselves into thinking that 
the nighttime get-togethers were for the 
purpose of having some dinner. Midway 
througha Chinese meal, one of them would 
casually ask if the others felt like going after 
some coke. But after a while, they dropped 
all pretense, skipping the dinners and div- 
ing right into the business of getting at the 
drug. Towns soon discovered that he was 
throwing over entire evenings to phone 
calls, long waits, nervous foot-tapping and 
great outbursts of relief when their man fi- 
nally showed up with the prize. He wasn't 
sure if he felt the tension legitimately or if 
he was just playing at it. There weren't too 
many things in life he liked to do more than 
once in exactly the same way and he fig- 
ured out that he was having the same kind 
of evening over and over. So one night he 
simply stopped, probably too cruelly and 
abruptly, the way he stopped most things. 
He decided to get a whole bunch of coke 
and have it just for himself. He invited the 
dealer with the collapsing face up to his 
apart: ent and told him to bring along an 
entire ounce. It wasa very exciting and sig- 
nificant call for him to make, and he rated it 
right up there with such decisions as mov- 
ing out on his wife and signing up for a pre- 
posterously expensive apartment. Both had 
worked out. As soon as he called the dealer, 
he became afraid of some vague unname- 
able violence. His way of handling it was to 
strip down to his waist and greet the dealer 


bare-chested. Towns hada strong body and 
this maneuver would indicate that he was 
loose and could take care of things, even 
stripped down that way and obviously hav- 
ing no weapons concealed in the folds of his 
clothing. The dealer didn't notice any of 
this. He swept right in and began to carry 
on about some new moistureproof bottles 
he had found for the coke. If you closed 
them after snorts, no moisture would get in 
and the drug would not cake up. He was 
terribly proud of the bottles and told Towns 
to hang on to them; when they were empty, 
he would come by with refills. After he had 
left, Towns sunk back on a leather chair 
and didn't even try any of the coke. He just 
lita cigar and richly enjoyed having bottles 
of it up there on the thirtieth floor with him. 
The idea fell into his head that if you hada 
lot of it, you were relieved of the pressure of 
always having to get it and as a result you 
didn’t take that much. But he got onto him- 
self in a second and knew it wasn't going to 
work out that way. Hed take more. The 
next time he saw his friends they tried to 
start up the coke-hunting apparatus and he 
excused himself by saying, “I don't think 
I'm in the mood for any tonight.” He felt 
very sorry for them; they would have to go 
toall that trouble for just a little packet of it 
that would be sniffed up in an evening. 
Somehow they sensed he had a whole 
bunch of coke of his own and were snap- 
pish with him, but they stopped that quick- 
ly because they weren't that way. The styl- 
ish fellows eyes began darting all over the 
place and Towns sensed he was making 
plans to lay ina giant supply of his own. He 
would be all right. But the film cutter’s head 
drooped and when he was alone with 
Towns he admitted for the first time that 
even though he had a massive number of 
kids, he hated his wife. The evenings of 
hunting down coke had been terribly im- 
portant to him. He said he always knew 
‘Towns was afraid to get close to people and 
amazingly he started to cry for a few sec- 
onds. At that moment, Towns would have 
taken him up to the apartment and given 
him half of the huge amount of coke. It was 
a close call, and the next day he was thrilled 
that he hadn't. As to Towns's inability to 
stay close to people, the fellow probably 
had him dead to rights. He had gone with a 
girl for three years and then brutally 
chopped off the affair, practically over 
night. When it came to girls, if there was go- 
ing to be any chopping off, he wanted to be 
the one to do it. Once it had been the other 
way. He saw himself as a man who had got- 
ten off toa shaky start, then patched him- 
self together and now had tough scar tissue 
at the seams. Chopping. . . getting 
chopped off...what he hoped for in life 
was to work his way back to some middle 

path 
Meanwhile, he had all that coke and a 
whole new style of evening set up. He 
would spread some of the drug on a dark 
surface, a pretzel box, as a matter of fact, 
continued on page 98 
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US VS. THEM 
continued from page 45 


communists today.” In the dozen years of 
conflict, no Vietnamese were killed in the 
media and certainly no capitalist ever killed 
acommunist. Kind of unfair; they didn't get 
a chance. This nationalism/ideology con: 
trast makes it easier to explain just why we 
send troops all over the world: They defend 
“our way of life.” Always a valid reason, 
mediawise, to eliminate millions of nonbe- 
lievers. After all, communism doesn't 
bleed. 


Y FAR MY_ FAVORITE 
COLD-WAR TERM IS FREE 
World, as in “Free World 
spokesmen gathered in Vien- 
na to discuss the latest eco- 
nomic crises... .” Though I 
defy you to find the Free 
World on any map, itisa place 
as well known to all of us as 
the Panama Canal or Coney 
Island, Emotionally it's more 
important, for to leave the Free World 
means suffering the fate of ancient sailors 
who disappeared off the edge of a flat earth 
All reporters use the term, but TV broad- 
casters use it with such regularity that even 
the most skeptical viewers are susceptible 
to its devil lure. For Walter Cronkite the 
Free World was a place not unlike the Gar. 
den of Eden. For Chancellor, Brokaw and 


Rather it's a more modern version—a vast 
productive enterprise in occasional need of 
minor repair but basically a reasonable, re- 
sponsible vehicle. A corporation, if you 
will, not unlike those that had the good 
sense to recognize their talents. While to 
ABC's Frank Reynolds the Free Worldis the 
neighborhood where he grew up. Whatev- 
er the vision, the Free World is there, on the 
right side of the /ron Curtain—a huge mass 
‘of bountiful wealth and happy people with 
its capital somewhere around Scarsdale, Il- 
inois. 

Tape tonight's news broadcast, play it 
back and list the value-laden phrases. Take 
anews clipping about something like "arms 
buildup in the Soviet Union.” Substitute 
"United States” for "Soviet Union” and 
read the article again. You'll quickly see a 
whole flood of adjectives and adverbs that 
are out of sync in describing our own stock- 
piling. Contrast the language used to de- 
scribe economic problems in England and 
Poland. After all, union agitation was about 
as healthy as bubonic plague until the Wall 
Street Journal discovered Lech Walesa. In 
fact, try and name another foreign labor 
leader and pretty soon you start to realize 
we're getting only one side of a one-sided 
coin. Has anyone ever heard of “manage: 
ment agitation”? There are a thousand 
ways to control the news. The Russians, 
clods that they are, have invented only one. 
The freedom of our system has forced us to 
come up with the other 999. [ 
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CONNOISSEUR 
continued from page 17 


fun in the coming years trying to figure out 
just what strain of which seed did what to 
us when. Conscientious record keeping is 
going to be important. The seed breeders 
need feedback from consumers and con- 
noisseurs to see which flavors the smoking 
public favors, what genétic trends wed 
most want them to pursue. 

But here's where we get into a problem 
area: authenticity, When someone shows 
you a bunch of big fat potent-looking seeds 
and tells you its a “Malawi/Burning Bush 
tenth-generation hybrid,” you want to 
believe every generation of the pedigree 
can be vouched for; but for all practical 
purposes you have to take the guy’s word. If 
someone offers you a luscious-looking cola 
of what she says is “eleventh-generation 
Nepali/Afghani,” you have to take her word 
that she knows the grower who knew the 
seed salesman who knew the ten previous 
generations of planters. I believe in trust, 
but I also believe there are people who are 
tempted to abuse it. You have no idea 
whether I invented or embellished that 
seed catalog, do you? 

Is there solution to the problem of prov- 
ing pedigree? The French government has 
decided that the only way to protect the 
pride of its vintages from fraud is the use of 
the appellation controllée labeling, process. 
Any wine that calls itself “St. Julien,” say, 
must in fact have come from grapes grown 
in that particular area of Bordeaux. Gov- 
ernment inspectors certify its pedigree 
from vineyard to chateau to cask to bottle. 

Chateau-certified cannabis? Unfortun- 
ately, our government takes a far less en- 
lightened attitude toward the proud new 
products of American agriculture that are 
coming out of the valleys and greenhouses 
of connoisseur-level cannabis growers. 
You would think that the state of Califor- 
nia, for instance, would be as proud, even 
snobbish, about its grass-growing wizardry 
as it is snotty about its far less impressive 
varietal wines. You would think that in- 
stead of persecuting the pedigreed-seed 
breeders they'd encourage them. But per- 
haps those stouthearted agricultural artists, 
those heroes of the herb harvests, those Lu- 
ther Burbanks of the burning bush, the pot 
growers of America, will figure out some 
self-regulatory way to certify the prove- 
nance and pedigree of their crossbred cre- 
ations. Meanwhile, we can read the seed 
catalogs and dream of more and better har- 
vest festivals to come. 
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INTERVIEW: CARLTON TURNER 
continued from page 64 


get a dosage form of any drug into the or- 
ganism. 

One researcher will tell his people, 
“Smoke this, you'll get a pleasant high’ [He 
will] never quantitate the blood, never 
know how much is getting in, because until 
recently you couldn't do that. Another re- 
searcher Will say, "I want you to smoke this 
in toto, because that's the only way I know 
you're getting what you get” Well, a 2 per- 
cent cigarette, one gram, will contain twenty 
milligrams. When both of those researchers 
publish their data (and you can get anything 
you want published on marijuana—you may 
have to look around to finda guy that wants 
tomake a quick buck, you may never get it 
published in a scientific journal, but you 
can get it published), it's quoted as law, and 
it's very difficult to change the opinion once 
it gets in print. A guy that says, "Smoke it, 
you get a pleasant high,’ is not going to find 
the same change in respiration rate, blood 
pressure or pulse rate, if there is a change, 
than the person who makes them smoke all 
of it. The lay, and even the scientific, com- 
munity then says one of these guys is 
wrong. In reality both are correct according 
to their methodologies, but you have to 
take into account which methodology is 
correct. 

Until I see the data, and until I see how it 


TTT 


“T dont believe countries 


would continue putting money 


into certain funds controlled 
to study drugs if they planned 
to legalize them" 


happens. ..1 have seen a lot of people that 
have been getting tremendous criticism off 
their dosage range; when I looked at the 
data, they were all getting very small 
amounts. 

HIGH TIMES: What do you feel are the dan- 
gers of marijuana as compared to alcohol? 
TURNER: There is a very different profile 
when you look at alcohol and Cannabis. 
The body can handle alcohol quite rapidly. 
About one ounce per hour for the average 
person. And in a few hours, it's totally re- 
moved from the system. But the cannabin- 
oids have a long staying power. For exam- 
ple, if you give a naive subject one joint, af- 
ter a period of fifty-six hours there is going 
to be at least a half of the cannabinoids still 
in the system, and after a period of eight 
days you can still find the cannabinoids. 
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The cannabinoids are totally insoluble, 
but they are infinitely soluble in the lipid 
proteins of the body. Which means they are 
stored in every major organ including the 
brain. This means that after a long period of 
time there's going to be a residual amount 
of delta-9 and other cannabinoids. 

If you only smoke one joint, and you 
don't smoke any more for a while, it gives 
your body an opportunity to sort of purge 
the system. But if you keep loading that sys- 
tem up, with three or four joints a day, one 
has to be concerned, knowing that the can- 
nabinoids are stored in the brain and other 
places, over the long-term effects—not over 
the subtle differences of ninety days, that is 
ridiculous, but if itis done every day. So my 
concern is basically over the long haul. 
HIGH TIMES: Is somebody who has smoked 
for twenty years going to have so much in 
their system that they are never going to get 
tid of it? 

‘TURNER: No one really knows. We're parti- 
cipating in a long-term study. I have a deep- 
seated fear for long-term use. 

HIGH TIMES: Does a nursing mother trans- 
fer the cannabinoids through the milk? 
Turner: There's a paper that was in the 
Journal of Toxicology which shows that there 
are a lot of problems. Your milk has a lot of 
lipid protein-type material and a lot of fat, 
and if the cannabinoids were to be stored, 
this would be one place. If a young lady is 
smoking a lot of grass and she is nursing a 
baby, it's probably going to have cannabin- 
oids in the system. 

People say that marijuana causes birth 
defects. There has been no really good doc- 
umentation of birth defects using marijua- 
na, but there have been documents of em- 
bryocidal effects, which means that the 
embryo was reabsorbed. This indicates that 
the cannabinoids do interfere with the re- 
productive systems of the body. It is now 
looking very strongly thatit is more acute in 
the male than in the female. You see some 
testicular degeneration with CBD. CBD is 
one of the most abundant cannabinoids, 
particularly in hashish and some forms of 
marijuana. So as these cannabinoids are 
brought and stored in the body, and the 
child is going through a normal develop- 
ment, there is more than an average chance 
of problems over the long haul. 

HIGH TIMES: Do experienced marijuana 
smokers metabolize Cannabis in a different 
way than inexperienced smokers? 
TURNER: They have a lot of enzymes in the 
system that can handle it. I don't think any- 
one has isolated the enzymes that are re- 
sponsible. 

HIGH TIMES: Have long-term changes been 
noted in the brain synapses of marijuana 
users? 

TURNER: Drs. Dick Gary and Bob Heath in 
New Orleans did some work on the monkey 
brain, and in every animal that had Cannabis 
or delta-9, they saw some problems in the 
synapses and in the brain. Thatis pretty hard 
evidence, and if that were a drug on the mar- 
ket, it would be pulled off immediately. 


‘There are also some changes with chronic 
smoke in the electrocardiogram. 

HIGH Times: Do you think that marijuana 
changes motivation? 

TURNER: Some people say that the amotiva- 
tional syndrome is only a syndrome with 
those people doing the research. But if you 
talk with the people that work with Canna- 
bis, marijuana, the cannabinoids, they will 
tell you that everything is dose dependent, 
as with any drug. I think it has a lot to do 
with the biochemistry and maturity of the 
person involved and a lot of other things. 
HIGH TIMES: Do you think that the govern- 
ment can enforce the marijuana laws? 
TURNER: Enforcement of the laws is some- 
thing that society wants one day and some- 
thing society does not want the next day. It 
will be extremely difficult to enforce the 
laws of this country on the use of Cannabis. 
On the other hand, if the penalties were so 
severe that the use would not be worth the 
consequences if you were caught, you 
would reduce it. But as an objective indivi- 
dual, and knowing that you can grow Can- 
nabis anywhere, | think it would be impos- 
sible for the government to absolutely erad- 
icate the use of Cannabis in this society. I 
don't think it can be done. 

HIGH Times: If the penalties become so se- 
vere, considering that we have a represen- 
tative society of some sort, I think that kind 
of law would alienate society as a whole 
from the government. 

TURNER: An excellent example of that is 
Germany before World War Il. Every 
power that Hitler had was given him by the 
legislative body. And everybody says Hitler 
was a dictator. 

HiGH Times: I think our experience is 
different from the German experience. 
TuRNER: Well, regardless of the political 
implications, if it were the death penalty, 
whether you or I agreed witht, I think that 
both you and I agree that there's no way 
that some of the people we know who use it 
would even touch it with a ten-foot pole 
HiGH Times: I think that marijuana is one 
of America’s secret weapons in our conflict 
with the Soviet Union. This could be one of 
the main things changing Soviet society, 
changing the Soviet government. 

TURNER: Well, ifit would change the Soviet 
government, it’s changing our society, too. 
HIGH Times: It certainly is. How do you 
think it's changing our society? 

TURNER: The value system of any society is 
based upon the learning pattern. What 
you're saying is that we're changing that 
learning pattern. We're basing our values 
somewhere else. I think that's where the so- 
ciologists have got to come out of the closet 
and get on with the job of finding out what's 
happening to our society. 

Just as our society in the South has 
changed, I think any society's going to 
change, and change for change's sake hap- 
pens sometimes. We hope it doesn’t hap- 
pen. We hope that we have a better society 
due to change. But if we study history, and 
we look at what's happening to our society, 


MT 


“Knowing what I know about 
that crude drug, I would hate 
to see home growing of 
Cannabis to produce 
marijuana.” 


‘we ought to have some second thoughts. If 
you study Gibbon's History of the World [sic], 
it scares you if you look at what's happen- 
ing to our society today. 
Hic Ties: If individual states passed 
laws decriminalizing or legalizing mari- 
juana, or its cultivation, do you think the 
DEA would stand still? 
TURNER: I don't know. You'd have to ask 
‘someone in the DEA. But I don't see how 
the government could stand by and watch 
an international treaty, the FDA guidelines 
and the laws of the country be totally ne- 
glected. It would be a precedent-setting 
thing that would open the door forany drug 
to go on the market without proper testing, 
because only one variant of Cannabis is in 
the IND. 

What if the federal government were to 


say, we're going to make Cannabis available 


to everybody. Then suppose ten or fifteen 
years down the road we had a tremendous 
increase in neurological problems with 
young people and they traced that back to 
Cannabis in the brain? The same people that 
are pushing for these drugs to be on the 
market today would then be in their fifties 
or sixties, and they would be raising more 
hell with the government because their 
daughters or their grandsons have neuro- 
logical problems and it's the government's 
fault, 
HIGH TIMES: Do you think that any of the 
government's programs are effectively in- 
forming people about marijuana or keeping 
people from using it? 
TurNeR: It's a difficult task insomuch as 
preconceived ideas abound in the area of 
Because if you're using it, 
whether it does you any harm or not, ifit'sa 
subtle amount that you can't observe daily, 
you're not going to see it and you're going to 
say nothing's wrong with this drug, and 
don't try to educate me about it, because I 
know more than you. And I've talked to 
kids sometimes, not with scare tactics, but 
just talked to them, and I've had kids say, 
have you ever tried it? I have no desire or 
need to try it. [They say] "Well, then don't 
talk to me about marijuana’ The very clas- 
sical comeback is, how many male obstetri- 
ans have you seen that have had a baby? 
continued on next page. 
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INTERVIEW: CARLTON TURNER 


continued from preceding page 


This gives you the attitude about marijuana. 
As an organic chemist and pharmacolo- 
gist, I have learned to have a great deal of 
respect for chemicals and what they can do 
with the body, and I never had any reason 
nor any desire to smoke a joint. I've always 
wanted to keep my mind clear. I enjoy na- 
ture, people, working and doing things 
with my hands, and when you get into an 
intoxicated level, whether with alcohol, 
Cannabis or any other drug, that you are no 
longer in total control, then things happen 
to you that later on you may not want to 
have happen to you. 
HIGHTiMEs: Do you think that we're going 
to find in four, five or ten years that preado- 
lescents and adolescents who used mari- 
juana have had deleterious effects from its 
use during the formative years? 
Turner: If you take the biological data on 
marijuana now, you have got to be con- 
cerned about such. 
HIGH TIMES: What are the long-term ef- 
fects of use of marijuana by preadolescents 
and adolescents? 
TURNER: I can't say what the long-term ef- 
fects will be. We can only look at what the 


scientific data has indicated and extrapolate. 


It is going to have a change. Whether that 
change is going to show up in the second or 
third generations you can't say, but it will 


HA 


“Suppose ten or fifteen years 
down the road we hada 
tremendous increase in 
neurological problems, and 
they traced that back to 
Cannabis in the brain?" 


have a change. 
HIGH Times: How do you think that the 
government's attitude toward Cannabis has 
changed over the past three or four years? 
TURNER: | think as the trends go to much 
more potent material, you're going to finda 
hardening of the attitude on the federal 
level, and some of the manipulation of the 
news media by the promarijuana people 
have turned the other people totally against 
them. The overzealous attitude of the pro- 
drug people backfired and I think we're go- 
ing to see a hardening at the federal level. 
HIGH Times: What do you think is going to 
happen in Colombia? 

TURNER: Colombia has for many years in 
the past been making more money on the 
export of Cannabis products than it has on 
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coffee. And in developing countries, there 
isa different political climate. Butitis going 
to be extremely difficult to convince these 
governments to do away with Cannabis. If 
‘our government tried to help the Colombi- 
an government, I don't know how people 
would react. 

HIGH TIMES: I've heard two things: they're 
going to legalize or start spraying. Two con- 
flicting opinions, both from so-called in- 
formed sources. I've also heard that Jamai- 
ca was planning to start legalizing. 
TURNER: I don't believe that Jamaica will 
legalize it. I don't believe there is any politi- 
cian in the world today that could stand the 
heat from the other government agencies in 
the world if they did. And I don't believe the 
countries of the world would continue 
putting money into certain funds that are 
controlled to study drugs if they planned to 
legalize them. 

HIGH TIMES: What do you feel the cost of 
marijuana is to society, in terms of people 
who use it, and in terms of law enforce- 
ment? 

TURNER: I don't have any idea how many 
people smoke grass in the country today. 
I've seen estimates from nine to twenty-five 
million. But I don't know if that figure is 
valid statistically. 

I think that some of the costs that I have 
seen have been grossly inflated. There is a 
baseline cost of police protection, regard- 
less of whether they are chasing crooks, sit 
ting on their butts, fighting fires or what- 
ever. That's a basic cost. 

HIGH TIMES: How do you think that Canna- 
bis will be used pharmacologically? 
TURNER: There are possibilities for certain 
individual cannabinoids. There are some 
drawbacks. It affects the central nervous 
system. Secondly, you have a tolerance 
built up to them. 

Some products that may come to the 
marketplace will not have a name even re- 
motely associated with marijuana or Can- 
nabis, but the idea for the synthesis of these 
products will have originated from NIDA's 
total marijuana program. One that comes to 
mind now is Nabilone, which Lilly has 
been promoting, but that’s not to say there 
aren't others around. But it's hard for me to 
conceive of delta-9, with the side effects 
that it has, ever being on the market. I be- 
lieve there will be a product on the market 
that has structural similarities. 

HIGH Times: Is there anything else that you 
would like to say? 

TURNER: I hope that you come up with 
something legitimate within itself, and that 
we give the people an opportunity to see 
both sides. I keep trying to reiterate: I have 
tried not to be anti or pro, but to look at the 
scientific facts. And I can back those facts 
up. And I would like for the people to be 
aware of all the volume of literature, and 
not be caught defending their position on a 
single paper. 0 

For a complete transcript of the interview, send $10 
check or money order to Ed Rosenthal, 2000 Center 
Street, Berkeley CA 94704. 


TAKE 
MARIJUANA 
OUT OF 
CRIMINAL 
HANDS 


If you’re caught with as little as an 
ounce of marijuana, you can still be 
locked up for a year in most states. 
Up to five years in others. 
And if you think the police are looking the other 
way, you're wrong. 
Arrests are on the rise again. Almost 500,000 Americans will 
be busted this year alone. 
That's a criminal waste of criminal justice. We think it’s time the 
laws were changed to reflect the reality of marijuana usage. 
If you agree then, please, support us. 
An unfair law does more harm than good. And that does America no 
good at all. 
| Lt rl = or oo 
Thanks to NORML, 11 states have already 
decriminalized the personal possession of EC! IZE 
marijuana. Here’s my $25 membership to 
decriminalize the rest of the country 
money up front for freedom! 
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530 8th Street, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20003 


The Stash Book | 


by Peter Hjersman #005 
The definitive guide on build 
ing hiding places and spaces in 
houses, cars, motorcycles, 
even on one’s body. Protect 
your valuables—whatever 
they may be. $4.95 


Vagabonding in 

the US. 

by Ed Buryn #012 
If the Hiltons aren't your idea 
of abodes, pick up this nifty 
guide to hitching across the 
States. Buryn surveysall kinds 
of crazy places to go and wild 
things todo across the country, 
for cheap. $995 | 


Marijuana Potency 

byMichaelStarks #007 
The best current book dealing 
with the question of what 
makes marijuana potent. Get 


the latest scientific literature in 
an ea: 
$4.95 


/-to-understand format. 


Cocaine Consumer | 


Handbook | 
by David Lee #006 
Everything you always want 


ed to know about blow. How to. 
perform the clorox test and 
melting point test, along with 
full color choice photos. $5.95 


Kava-Kava, 

Famous Drug Plant | 
of the South Seas | 
by E.F Steinmetz #015 


Learn about the use and effects 
of this amazing narcotic plant 
from the South Pacific. Brew up | 
a batch of this potent beverage 
yourself and you'll understand 


why the natives are restless. 
$2.00 


The Art and 
Adventure of 
Traveling Cheaply 

by Rick Berg 4011 
Got the wanderlust? Here's an 
indispensable volume that'll 
take the trouble out of hitting 
the road. You'll never get 
ripped off again. $495 


Cannabis 

Alchemy: 

The Art of 

Modern 
Hashmaking 

by David Hoyle #013 
Turn that moldy old bag of 
ditchweed into some hitest 
hashish by simply following 
the method outlined in this 
book. Written specifically for 
the layman, with diagrams. 
$3.00 


| The Great Books of | The Illuminati 


Hashish, Vol. 1 
byLaurence Cherniak #002 | 
A dazzling photographic essay 
‘on hashish around the world. 
You can get stoned just by look- 
ing at the pictures, New West 
said. $14.95 


The Holistic Health 
Handbook 

by the Berkeley Holistic 
Health Center #009 
Strike back at big medicine 
"This is the definitive guide to | 
holistic health: acupuncture, 
yoga, homeopathy, iridolog 
biofeedback anda host of other 
well-being systems that your | 
doctor doesn't want you to 
know about. $995 | 
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Papers 
by Robert Anton Wilson#008 
The best-selling author of the 
Illuminatus Trilogy and Cosmic 
Trigger further illuminates the 
age-old secret conspiracy that 
some say rules the world. A 
must for paranoids of all ages. 
$799 


Hallucinogenic 
and Poisonous 
Mushroom 

Field Guide 

#010 
A reliable reference guide for 
those starting to explore the 
world of ‘shrooms. Over 30 
color plates and 50 line draw- 
ings. $5.95 
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Indoor/Outdoor 
Marijuana Growers 
Guide 

by Mel Frank 
and Ed Rosenthal 
The classic introductory v 
on cannabis cultivation. $4: 


#004 
ork 
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| Psilocybe 


Mushrooms and 
Their Allies 

by Paul Stamets #016 
Literally everything you'll ever 
want to know about hallucino: 
genic mushrooms can be 
found within this book. Com: 
plete with dozens of color pho 
lographs, diagrams and glos- 
sary, it will provean invaluable 
addition to your library. $9.95 
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Marijuana Grower's 
Guide Deluxe Edition 
by Mel Frank 

and Ed Rosenthal #003 
The single best-selling cultiva- 
tion guide, complete with 50 
color plates and over 150 black 
and white photos and charts. 
$10.95 


The Artand 
Science of Cooking 
with Cannabis 

by Adam Gottlieb #014 
More than just another collec- 
tion of marijuana recipes, this 
book teaches the reader the na- 
ture of cannabis, how it com- 
bines with other foods and 
how it is best assimilated by 
the digestive tract. A must for 
anyone serious about cooking 
with grass. $3.50 
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HIGH INTERIORS by Eleanore Kennedy 


4 ARE WE NOT HOME? 


Brothers Bob and Jerry Casales—who make up one-half of Devo— 
were raised In Akron, Ohlo—the birthplace of their de-evolution 
concept. "We came from an atmosphere of overstuffed chairs,” 
recalls Bob, "but we grew up In a purely industrialized area. My 
brother, Jerry, was heavily involved in graphic art, which eventually 
extended into electronic music. | had graduated from college with 
the training to be a radiation therapist.” 

The brothers live with their childhood friend, science-fiction 
propman and designer John Zabrucky, close to the beach in Southern 
California. The apartment is chock full of a collection of Devo 
paraphernalia. The home furnishings express the essence of the 
Devo philosophy: "We epitomize the industrial revolution and the 
idealistic threat of individualism throughout the world,” says Bob 
Casales. "We hope someone stops us when we run out of ideas.” 


Devo Inc., a mall-order house, sells all 
the famous Deve paraphernalia. 


In the living room of the Casales-Zabrucky apartment, comfort Is a function of a 1930s beautlclan's chair. 


Adapted with permission of Running Press, Philadelphia, Pa., from Musical Houses by Environmental Communications, 
photography by Tim Street-Porter. Copyright ©1980 by Running Press. 
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ver since a half million souls crashed 

the gates at a rock festival called 
Woodstock, the electronic media have been 
scrambling for the combination that would 
unlock that so-called youth market. The 
broadcast networks finally hit, in the middle 
of the last decade, with a varlety-comedy- 
show formula that featured big-name rock 
acts; shrinking cultural options in a shrinking 
economy. Now the USA cable network is going 
atter the same audience with "Night Flight,” a 
late-night program produced by AT! Video. 

Actually, “Night Flight” is not so much pro- 
duced as compiled—from existing films and 
tapes of concerts and rock coverage pro- 
duced by independent pay-TV suppliers. 
Three weekly segments cover the rock 
scene: “Take Off,” which documents the 
latest trends, has covered the ska revival in 
Britain and aired experimental video from 
rock artists; "New Wave Theater” offers the 
latest genre bands from the West Coast; 
“Spotlight” features promising new groups. 
Not all the groups are or deserve to be major 
acts, but then the producers of "Night Flight” 
aren't looking for safely homogeneous pro- 
gramming. “We're alming for the cutting 
edge in rock ‘n' roll,” says Cynthla Friedland, 
who's In charge of programming. 

She's also aiming for an audience as wide 
as the age span between those orginal 
Woodstock heads and today’s pop enthusi- 
asts, as evidenced by her scatter-shot pro- 
gramming. Aware of a wealth of under- 
ground material that didn’t fit the narrow 
strictures of mainstream TV, she’s reviving 
such hoary classics as Lenny Bruce Without 
Tears, and J-Men Forever, an overdub of a 
sclence-fiction B movie with a new script by 
Proctor and Bergman, two members of the 
team that created Firesign Theater. This win- 
ter “Night Flight” begins showing reruns. of 
the ‘50s vintage TV series "Sky King.” 

Unlike the late-hour programming on the 
broadcast networks, where slickness Is de- 
fined as lulling the viewer to the next com- 
mercial, a two-hour program of “Night 
Flight” encompasses the kind of video mad- 
ness an Insomniac viewer might happen to 
find if he were flipping through the channels. 
Consclousness flickers in sympathy with the 
screen. America’s archives are on the tube. 

“Night Flight” Is on every Friday and 
Saturday night, beginning at 2 AM. E.S.T. 
Friday night (actually Saturday morming) and 
11 P.M. E.S.T, Saturday night. Check with your 
local cable system for availability, channel 
and starting times. 


LY ACCEPTABLE 


SOCIAL! 


It’s always struck us that compared to the really great social rituals— the 
Japanese tea ceremony, oven the three-martini lunch—this business of 
leaning over the mirror, bunda to the winds, or getting down on one’s 
knees to snutfle off a coffee table 
lacked class. Finally there's an apparat =— 
you could use in the most pinky-bend- 
ing situations. 

Place snuffables In the top of the 
atomizer, press the rubber bulb, and 
material Is forced to your most sensi- 
five membranes. Ends messy sniffing 
and snorting. The Snowblower, $26.95 
ppd., from Ski, Inc., P.O. Box 19193, 
Cleveland, OH 44119. 
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HIGH AND DRY SOUND MEDICINE 


There's stuff that should be kept fresh and moist. Then there's stuff Why spend money on expensive 
that should be kept dry for maximum enjoyment. Baking soda, f'r gurus, shrinks and cult leaders? For a 
Instance. Ever take down your baking soda only tofind the original fraction of the cost you can relleve 
snowy substance reduced to a sodden lump? The Rapid Dryer keeps stress and achleve electronic bliss with 
the elements out of your 
stash. The two-ounce 4 . ‘and “pink” nolse—similar to 
Jarshaveadesiccantin the sound of a rallroad or a train 
the lid that tells you taking off—that takes over your 
whenit needs tobe consclousness when you don the 
recharged. Whi ' earplugs. Each relaxation cycle takes 
the color ofthe lid — {[ about 20 minutes. If you're the kind of 
turns pink, just ‘ f person who sleeps like a baby every 
pop the top in the 3 ‘ time you get on the subway, Retreat 
oventodryit out. $36 may be your first resort. List price Is 
at retail ou f $139.99, at retall outlets. From 
2 D-Hydro Distributor . ‘Omnitronics Research. 


LIKE IT SAYS 


With the marketplace flooded with novelty items, a real novelty isa 
pipe that's no less than It pretends to be. The generic waterpipe 
‘apes the no-trills brands that line the aisles of supermarkets, at a 
price to match its austere appearance. Left, $4.25, and right, $6, at 
retall outlets. From Marigold Pipe Co. 
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NEW RIGHT GOES PRO-DOPE! 


Conservative Honchos Demand Bite of Narco Trade 


AuExaypnia.VinciNiA—Direct mail tycoon 
Richard W. Vigorish, comptroller and gui: 
ing genius of the Conservative Political. Ac- 
tion Conspiracy, has called for the complete 
opening of the narcotics industry to inde- 
pendent American businessmen. 

“Laws against drugs do absolutely noth- 
ing except concentrate the drug trade into 
the hands of a few select syndicates, gener- 
ally composed of tightly knit hereditary 
clans with non-American names ending in 
vowels” Vigorish observed in a recent open 
leter to Sen. Jesse Hel, the New Rights top 
congressional front man. "This constitutes 
an outrageous, state-supported monopoly 
of an industry that would otherwise distrib- 
ute scores of billions of dollars among inde- 
pendent American entrepreneurs. And the 
obscene thing is that even while the law- 
abiding businessman is prohibited from 
participating in this lucrative exchange, he 
pays federal taxes to enforce the very laws 
which restrict him out of it” 

The combined proceeds of the marijuana 
and cocaine traffics peaked at about $52 bil- 
lion in the late ‘70s, Vigorish noted indig- 
nantly, and have been on a notable down- 
slide since then. "That's ridiculous," he told 
Senator Hell. "We're talking narcotics here! 
If the Guineas can't keep demand and sales 
up in the narcotics field, then they fully de- 
serve to be divested of it, by force if 


necessary! 

Legal interference with the heroin trade, 
though, was cited by Vigorish as "the most 
egregious example of federal paternalism in 
USS. history. The whole domestic heroin in- 
dustry, thanks entirely to narcotics law en- 
forcement, hardly tops $12 billion annually. 
Dump the heroin laws, put good old Amer. 
ican commercial know-how to the project, 
and heroin sales could outstrip the pro- 
ceeds of all other narcotics combined. Itd 
be the single solidest long-term investment 
on the Big Board, too. Once those junkies 
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‘Small-industry businessmen from the Conservative Action Political Conspiracy besiege Western White House 
with demands for revocation of all federal laws prohibiting narcotics traffic. 


are hooked, they're hooked for life!" 

Asked if he was designing legislation to 
revoke the narcotics laws as a result of Vig- 
orish’s lobbying, Senator Hell responded af- 
firmatively. "He's the boss” Hell observed. 
“Anyway, this is just a logical extension of 


conservatism in the Reagan era. We don't 
pay for their abortions and school lunches 
and chemotherapy programs anymore, do 
we? Why should we pay to enforce laws to 
keep them from getting strung out on their 
dope?" 
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Tn the 1,700-0dd years that the stewardship 
of St. Peter over the Catholic church has. 
been embodied by a pope in Rome, none 
has ever simply kicked over the traces and 
gone on to greener pastorals. But Carol Wo- 
jotokoja, the first nonvitalian pope since 
Adrian VI (a Dutchman) is a special case, in 
this as in so many other things. 

Rumors that Pope John Paul Il is about to 
retire have been leaking out of the Vatican 
since even before he was shot last year by a 
Muslim terrorist. So the official alibi for Wo: 
Jjohoecyzk’s impending retirement—his de- 
layed recuperation from his bullet 
wounds—is unlikely 


fuck off, all of you.” 


Rumors of pope’s discontent date from 1979 tour through Jackson Heights, Queen: 
“Holy Mother! We're not get no snort from so pure In Europe, no way’ 


WHY IS 
THE POPE 
QUITTING? 


“His Holiness is profoundly aware,” ob- 
serves a Lateran Council insider known to 
“Seeds 'n' Stems” as “Deep Chalice,” “that 
he has had his moment of glory quenched 
prematurely by forces beyond his control. 
Remember his tour of the Americas in 1979, 
and the hysterical millions of all faiths who 
rioted passionately at his every whistle- 
stop? It was a phenomenon, verily, that put 
even the Rolling Stones in the pale. 

“But then, just weeks later, the Ayatollah 
Khomeini took the American hostages,” 
Deep Chalice recalls bitterly, "and suddenly 
the media went sour on portraying religious 
leaders provoking insane adulation from en- 


‘ormous mobs of chanting fanatics. Since 
then its been straight into the pits— no pun 
intended—with the pope's public image and 
seltesteem. Carol Wojananski could have 
been the largest historical figure of the 20th 
century short of Mickey Mouse, if the media 
had only kept up his profile. But they didn't, 
$0 he's quitting. Who could blame him? Who 
are we to judge?” 

The betting around St. Peter's for John 
Paul's replacement is between Dayton arch- 
bishop the Rt. Rev. Msgc Chuck Harris and 
Italian cardinal Giovanni “Little Boots” Mol- 
odorio. The odds are 5-1 in favor of Malo- 
dorio. 


“I'm not hear nothing,” barks the pope, fleeing mob of gate-crashing kids shrieking for his autograph while It’s available. “You 


Progressive John Paul rejects com- 
pulsory medieval rituals, such as push- 
Ing knucklebone of St. Elmo across St. 
Peter's Square with nose on Shrove 
Tuesday. 


Pope groupies pleased John 


found In Shroud of Tur! 

ruction was suspend 
foot showed that messiah had been one-eighth Negro by blood. 
“There are things man was meant, sure enough, nottolearn.”” 


Pope, who has always wanted to be cowboy, will retire to Wyoming diocese. ‘‘In nomine patris, et filll, et yipple-ki-yl-oh.”” 


WHITE HOUSE TAPES" 


‘The suspension of federally financed legal 
services to the poor has "saved a bundle of 
taxpayers money already,” declares an ac- 
countant in the White House Office of 
Management and Budget. Office manager 
David Shockman, 23, is particularly keen 
on pointing out that though the poor may 


effectively be deprived now of any protec- 
tion against injustices committed against 
them by the well-to-do, the poor are still 


paying taxes at the usual rate. "They're no- 
toriously undependable at tax time, indi- 
vidual by individual,” Shockman concedes, 
"but there's so many poor people now, it 
adds up to a nice, tidy, regular cash flow." 

‘An assessment of the profitable legal-ser- 
vices cutoff was recently conducted in the 
pore sae at the Brecibye Office 

suilding. President Reagan and his glamor- 
ous es Nancy, hosted while Shockman 
talked shop with presidential adviser Ed- 
win Meese and Secretary of State Alex 
ander Haig. None were aware that the tape 
recorders installed a decade ago by Pres. 
Richard M. Nixon are still operating auto- 
matically. 


Shockman: Now, you may be wondering 
why Icalled youall here. The factis, I thi 
we have to maximize what little we've got 
going for us if we want to turn this adminis- 
tration around. The one big thing we've got 
is that we really stick it ee people, and 
that plays big in Peoria, Now— 

Mrs. Reagan: Dear me, David, where 
have we heard that before? We'll keep a 
civil tongue in our heads, dear. If you can’t 
say anything pleasantly, dont say anything 
atall. 

General Haig: Yeah, stuff a fucking cork 
init, punk. The walls have ears. You want 
to bullshit like that in this room, you go 
stand upside down in the corner, et cetera. 
President Reagan: Expletive deleted. 
Burp. 

Mrs. Reagan: Honey, you know those 
crab croquettes are poison for your dyspep- 
Sia, Here at least let me chew them for you. 
Shockman: Can we get this show on the 
road? I've got an eviction over on D Street 


“Is that nasty 
enough for you, 
big guy?" 


I've got to superintend at noon. 
‘Mrs. Reagan: Now David, you know what 
told you about moonlighting on company 
time. It looks positively horseshit, dear 
Ronnie gets so provoked. 
Shockman: It is company work. It's a fed- 
eral office worker's day-care center. Is that 
nasty enough for you, big guy? 
President Reagan: Ethnic characteriza- 
tion deleted? 
Shockman: Of course. All of‘em. Whoelse 
puts their brats in day-care centers? With 
any luck there'll be sit-in and we can drag 
them out one by one for the cameras. 
Haig: Ought to soften ‘em up with flame: 
throwers first and then drag the bodies to 
court behind armored carriers. Link the 
fuckers to SWAPO terrorists when the Jew- 
press asks why. That'd shut up the niggers 
and the Yids, by Jesus. 
Shockman: Not so fast, General. Play it 
your way and I swear toGod, we'lwindup 
ing evacuated out of the Rose Garden 
clinging to Cobra skids. 
Halg: Where the fuck were you in ‘75, 
punk? You were in fucking grammar school, 
‘ou little pansy! Don't come at me with that 
faggoty veiled-allusion crap my man, or I'll 
have your she-morphidite asshole opened 
up with a fragmentation grenade! 
irs. Reagan: Al, it's tacky to wave your 
gum around indoors. Yd swear you were 
yrought up in Arizona or someplace. Now 
put it back in your pants and keep it there. 
President Reagan: Unintelligible epithet, 
Mommy? 
Mrs. Reagan: Yes, dear. I'll have yours 
nickel-plated just like Al's. Now David, you 
were supposed to have a new twist on that 
legalservices angle. But if we've already 
en away their lawyers, what worse can 
we do? 


“If you cantt say anythis 
Pleasantly, dont say 
anything at all.” 


Shockman: That's less than half, boss. 
What we should do now is take away their 
prosecutors and judges and juries. We'd 
save billions. We just don't charge them 
with crimes and try them, that's all. 
President Reagan: Obscene exclamation! | 
Shockman: What are you, retarded? Of | 
course we put them in jail like usual. We | 
just don't arrest or try them. Save a bundle 
‘on trial costs and general paperwork. Any 
time a police officer thinks somebody's up 
to no good, he just claps them in jail. They 
have to front the money for the booking 
forms and inventory sheets, plus the xerox 
costs, straight off, just to be formally arrest- 
ed. Then they have to pay jail rent and mess 
fees, and turnkey salaries. When the trial 
comes, they pay for the judge, the prose- 
cutor, the jury and the defense counsel, in 
that order of priority. Then there's tran- 
scripts, court recorder and bailiff's sala- 
ries—if a guy doesn't have at least twenty 
\d in the bank the day he's busted, he's 
own the tubes for good. It's called your 
Napoleonic Code. 
Mrs. Reagan: Darling, every second ad- 
ministration since George Washington has 
tried to pull that one. Haven't you gotten to 
the Alien and Sedition Acts of 1791 in 10th 
grade social studies ne Every time it's 
tried, the Jews go bawling about habeas cor- 
pus, and— 
Haig: “Haben zie korpses?" Har, har. Adolf 
Eichmann to Sepp Deitrich, 1939. No shit, 
an authentic trilingual pun. What this ad- 
ministration could really use is a good hard- 
ass intellectual-European type. I keep say- 
ing, bring back Henry the K. He's really not 
like all the others— 
President Reagan: Ethnic characteriza- 
tion deleted. 
Shockman: This administration is in a 
unique position to finally get rid of habeas 
corpus, believe me. We stand foresquare 
against innovations in law, correct? Well, 
habeas corpus really only dates from about 
1150—less than halfway back to Jesus. And 
it was signed under extreme duress by King 
John while he was being literally held hos- 
tage by armed terrorist barons! By recogniz- 
ing habeas corpus, you condone and perpet- 
uate submission to terrorism and terrorists. 
Any defendant or lawyer who invokes 
habeas corpus is obviously in league with 
the PLO or the IRA or the Weathermen. 


“Stuff 
fucking cork 

init 
punk. 
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“YOU CAN NEGOTIATE 
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ANY SCIENCE FICTION 
“CONSUMER REPORT” 
“POPULAR MECHANICS” 
“HEAVY METAL” 
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VOID OF EMOTIONS 

OR HUMAN FEELING. 
THE CARS; DEVO; OR 
ANY OTHER ART- ROCK” 
OR “JAZZ-ROCK FUSION BANDS, 
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“WALL STREET WEEK” 
“MODERN FARMER™ 
SATURDAY MORNING CARTOONS 
“MONTY CARLO SHOW™ 
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RELIGION... BUD AND JuoY worsuiP an | |FAVORITE HANG-OUT-.... THE WOMEN ARE 
IMAGE OF THE “GREAT PROVIDER? COMPLEATLY IGNORED BY THE MEN, WHO ARE 

IN THIS CASE THE SMEERNOV LIQUOR TOTALLY WRAPPED UP IN THE GIANT TV 

COMPANY, WHOM BUD WORKS FOR, SCREEN ANO THE COMPUTER GAMES. 
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21 GorDON HARRIS, THE CHIEF OF 

police in Horry County S.C., said 
yesterday in Conway, that the 50-Ib bales of 
marijuana, seized two weeks ago in a drug 
raid in nearby Little River, were first taken 
to the Santee Cooper Power Plant in Con- 
way to be burned. The tightly packed mari- 
juana jammed up the incinerators on the 
plant's burner, however. 

Then, said Mr. Harris, the illegal sub- 
stance was taken to the Red Chip Power 
Plant, where again the marijuana clogged 
the incinerators. 

At that point, Mr. Harris said, "I'm con- 
vinced the only way to get rid of the stuff is 
to smoke it... We should just take it to NYC 
and turn on 8,000,000 people. Then we 
could get rid of it in just a few minutes.’ 


New York Times, Oct. 14, 1981 


money. 
21 DR. DAVID TAYLOR, EPIDEMIOLO- 

gist in the federal Center for Dis- 
ease Control in Atlanta, says the first 
outbreak of salmonellosis in the US coin- 
cided with the beginning of “Operation 
Grouper” a massive US effort to cut off 
marijuana imports from Colombia, Taylor 
suggests that marijuana farmers in Colom- 
bia have been losing money because of the 
seizures. As a result, he says, Colombian 
farmers may be deliberately adding dried 
animal feces to their marijuana to increase 
its weight. 


CocalnE Is GOD'S WAY OF TELLING 
you you're making too much 


Robin Williams on “The 
Tonight Show.” Oct. 14, 1981 


Star Root, July 16, 1981 
SEES 


IGH Times welcomes reader contribui 
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Nep SONNTAG 


OUT DRUGS 


21 (AN EARLY GODDESS WAS A COUN: 
try lass 

‘A charmed Arnphion-oak she tripped 
the grass. 

What life was that I lived? The life of 
these? 

Heaven keep them happy! 
they seemed near 

They must, I think, be wiser than Iam 

They have the secret of the bull and 
lamb, 

Tis true that when we trace its source, 

| ‘tis beer. 

| George Meredith, Modern Love, 

i 1862 


Nature 


2 18 Goo WINE MAKETH GOOD BLOOD 
Good blood causeth good 
humors 
Good humors cause good 
thoughts, 
Good thoughts bring forth good 
works, 
Good works carry a man to 
heaven; 
Ergo, Good wine carrieth a man 


to heaven. 
Anonymous 
ea k AMUNICIPAL COURTJUDGE IN RIV- 

erside County, California hasdis- 
missed charges against Walli Hellberg, a 36 
year old truckdriver. Hellberg had claimed 
that he only used marijuana to aid his 
digestion, explaining that he had 60% of his 
stomach removed during an ulcer opera- 
tion in 1964. Although Hellberg had tried 
prescription drugs and other relaxing 
| agents. none had been as effective as mari- 
| juana in helping digest his food. 

Star Root, Aug. 27, 1981 

naa 


HLY SERIES 


220225 HIGH DOSES OF THC 
can also produce mild physi- 
cal dependence. Healthy subjects, given by 
mouth the equivalent of several "joints" a 
day, or volunteers who smoke comparable 
amounts, experience irritability, sleep dis- 
turbances, weight loss, inhibition of appe- 
tite, sweating and gastrointestinal upsets 
when the drug is discontinued abruptly. Al- 
though this is a true withdrawal reaction, 
the intensity of the symptoms is not as 
marked as that of the reaction seen after the 
withdrawal of moderate chronic doses of 
other drugs such as aicohol, the barbitur- 
ates, or the opiates, 
Cannabi 
health, 
Addiction Research 
Foundation, 
Toronto, 1980 


adverse effects on 


22 BOUND TO DIE? WERE I A GYM: 
nast 'twould be the same? 
Why mind then if by gout I drink myself 
dead-lame? 
Bither way be carried? So wine—let lamps 
it! 
While life still laughs, we'll make a merry 
night of i 
Nicarchu: 


Ist century, A.D. 


22, 2 A VOICE SPOKE TO JOHN PRES- 
mont while he was smoking 
hashish and reading the Koran and told him 
to found the world’s next religion (Kerista) 
‘Why me?” asked Presmont 
“Because you're so gullible,” the Voice 
replied. 
Se 


ns to this clever column. Address correspondence to: Dope Lore, 
Hich Times, 17 West 60th Street, New York, N.Y. 10023. 


DRUG BOOKS 


PsychedeliC 


PSYCHEDELIC CHEMISTRY 

by Michael Valentine Smith 
The best and most complete book ever written on 
how to manulacture drugs! Qut-of-print for years. 
now available again in a completely revised and 
Updated edition. LSD, THC, Mescaline, Cocaine, 
land much. much mare! 5% x8", 204 pp. illustrated 
Soft cover. $14.95. 


‘THE FABULOUS ILLUSTRATED HISTORY 
‘OF PSYCHOACTIVE PLANTS 
‘by Michael Storks 
Your great-granamether took drugs! More than 400 
rare photographs grace this beautiful new book on 
‘rug use in the 19th Century and earlier Pains- 
takingly researched, covers Marijuana, Opium, Fly 
Agaric, Coca, and much, much more! 8/2 x11. 200 


PO Box 264 Mason, MI 48854 
Dear Sirs: Please send me the books below 


T ecose the ful pce ofeach boa ++ $2 postage & hading 
Nave 

Naess 
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LENNY BRUCE FANS! 
NOW available, 
collectors item. 


“STAMP HELP OUT”’ 
(THE POT SMOKERS) 


written by Lenny Bruce. 
In full, uncensored, 
plus pictures of 
Lenny never seen 
before. 


Send check or money order for $5.95 
Bostage and handling included (N'Y 


NY.NY. 10028 


NAME, 


ADDRESS. 


CITY. STATE 
Allow 6 weeks for delivery 


ZIP. 


NEED GAS 


Nitrous Oxide, N20, for 
your Whip Cream Machine 
BOXES OF 10 CAPSULES $3.95 
PER BOX. ADD 75¢ P & H PER BOX 
Order of 5 boxes or more at $3.50 
Add 75¢ P & H per box 
Inflator Deluxe, also available @ $7.00. 
Add $.75 P & H. 

Orders to be shipped promptly 
trom CREATIVE ITEMS 


COMPANY 

P.0. Box 34 
Craryville, New York 12521 
(W.Y. Res. add 8% sales tax) 
Wholesale inquiries invited. 


THIS ITEM 1S INTENDED FOR USE OMLY TO 
MARE WHIP-CREAM 


EASY 


You have a bad cold. You pick up your 
telephone to call a doctor. You sneeze. 
Before you've even dialed anyone, a voice 
‘comes on and says gesundheit. Hmm, 
seems you've got more than just a flu bug. 
Get yourself a Phone-Guard from the Cose 
Corp, Suite 200, 15 East 40th Street, New 
York, N.Y. 10016. Price $49.95. Just screw this 
miniature mechanical marvel into your 
phone mouthpiece and a red light will shine 
when any eavesdroppers or tappers intrude 
‘on your call. Great for dealers and bookies, 
a device so effective you'll want one even if 
you don't own a phone. Call (212) 689-3843. 
MasterCharge, Visa, check or money order 
accepted. 


STAND 
OUT! 


Shades Just $4.95 


SPECIAL CONDOMS! 


Your shee olin best men's contacter ncuang Troan 


haart snug Nr te Sra econo, a 


ee 


Racing, Sf your tree pote 
Pee SB Asttned 20 fape eaten 


[ Adami Eve tate te 


1B £2 Condoms (wn Ooutie 
Book PaM on 


B4C3 Condoms & Book, 

ONO Bet conte OIAN ORDERS ADD $4) 
Name aN aia ea 
Address 
City 


HIGH 
TIMES 


Wants 
|| College Reps 


Earn extra money 
selling High Times 
subscriptions. 


For more information write to: 
Penny Layne, c/o High Times 
17 West 60th Street 
New York, NY 10023 


Hicu Times Ciassiriep 


GROWING AIDS 


MISCELLANEOUS 


1,000 watt metal halide Gro- 
lights, designed to grow the finest. 
3 models starting at $139. GROW 
FACTORY, PO. Box 7581, River- 
side, CA 92513. (714) 687-8666. 
Free brochure! 


Halide growers! Bigger, faster 
crops with carbon dioxide (CO,). 
comple manual, $5. TARRA- 
FARMS, PO. Box 40488 
Portland, OR 97240-0488. 


Latest growing technology. 2 to 
4 pounds indoors. Rush $10 to 
M.O. & M. CO., Box 3731, 
Downey CA 90242. 


Halides, all sizes, wholesale, 
retail, quantity discounts av 
able. (213) 630-5476. 


Hydroponic Unit Plans and 
Nutrients "Recipe for only 83. 
Guaranteed. JBI, Box 8043, 
Scottsdale, AZ 85252, 


MERCHANDISE 
Tate lies. Color cata- 
gs Seat ING & ROGERS 


Ritos Sa HT, Voorheesville, 
NY 12186. 


BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Bumper sticker printing de- 
vice. Cheap, simple, portable. Free 


details. BUMPER, POB 22791 
(FE}, Tampa, FL 33622. 


Halide light shop of your own. 

Complete deals, ’DANSCO 
IDE, 3100 West Howe, 

Seattle, WA 98199. 


LOTIONS AND POTIONS 


Rock-Caine incense all 
tests. $6.95. gram. Bulk available. 
Write to: RELIABLE LABS, PO. 
Box 420081, Sacramento, CA 
95842. 


Make real Absinthe from eas- 


ily obtainable ingredients. Send $2 
to Box 28433, Washington, DC 
20005. 


Sree 00 ee 
of organic jin every weel 
ina small room, Only 32. 
TWENTIETH CENTURY AL- 
CHEMIST, PO. Box 3684, Man- 
hattan Beach, CA 90266. 


OPPORTUNITIES 


Mailing list of 300 super head 
shops nationwide on self-adhesive 
labels. $49. Other lists are avail- 
able. MERCHANT AIDS, Box 990, 


Athens, OH 45701. (614) 593-7191. 


Avoid the draft. A proven, safe 
and simple, 100% effective way to 
avoid the draft. Send $7.95 to ER. 
EEDOM, P.O. Box 1097 Salida, CA 
95368. 
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College students! Improve 
your gyades, Send $1 for your 356- 
Page term paper catalog. 10,250 
available. Box 25916-J. Los Angel- 
es, CA 90025. (213) 477-8226. 


25 minute space music cas- 
sette. $10 check or money order to: 
STILL WAVES, PO. Box 4-154, 
‘Anchorage, AK 99509. 


REAL ESTATE 


Barbados: Capacious, secure, 
secluded 3 acre ocean-front house 
and cottage $250,000. Next door 7 
acre estate $450,000. Call Lou, 
(809) 423.3408. 


PUBLICATIONS 


Educational material—easy to 
read and understand synthesis = 
rts (P2-P, { etc: 

RPEX' PUBLISHING Oo FO. 
Box 845, Times Square Sta. Now 
‘York, NY 10036. 


PERSONALS 


Attractive lady wants peny 
into exotic plants. EDIE BA\ 
Box 596 Renton, WA 98057. 


Arrest record? Erase it yourself, 
permanently! Lawyer _unneces- 
sary! Confidential. Procedure 
manual, forms $14.95. No COD. 
HOWELAB (HT), Folly Beach, SC 
29439, 


Anyone interested, in open 
jonest writing, I'd like to 
develop a coreopnaeace Please 
write: J.K. WARDELL #14739, Box 
607, Carson City, NV 89701. 


MATT CHAPPELL #150-801, 
PO. Box 45699, Lucasville, OH; 
WIM, 29 yrs., 5'10”; seeks females 
18 to 35, with pics, to write. 


FREE! 


The Underground Express 


has news for you. Send self 
addressed stamped enve 
lope to: W. M.. P.O. Box 
2030. Las Vegas. NV 89101 


NORTH AMERICAN COCAINE DEALERS ASSN 
{NSANNUAL CONVENTION MIAMI FLORIDA, 
NOVEMBER 59967 98 


NORTH AMERICAN COCAINE DEAL- 
ERS ASSN. CONVENTION T-SHIRT. 
Black’orange print on yellow shirt. Adult 
S.M,L.XL. $7.95 each postpaid, check 
of money order 
RICHMOND MARKETING. 
P.O. BOX 24664, TAMPA, FL 33623 


GROW IT 
IN A GREENHOUSE 


(Pix of #001) 
drive a nail, you 


you grow better 
plants locked up 


(lean-to) 


3rd St., In 


THE GENUINE UNI-PHOTO ID 


‘ONLY. THE GENUINE 
‘UNEPiiaTO 10 AcrUaiy| 
RESEMBLES YOUR STATE 


$60,000! 


Tn (3) months! 


Guaranteed! 
ee ee eo 
nd stamped addvessed envelope 
Bott 

Box ane 


Enterprises. RE 
Wasomsen Dells, WI, 
13065 


GROWERS 


Glove Box 


T leo ] MUSHROOM] 
Ls 


tight for Sterile 

wanslers 

Holds 30 fruit jars 

© Shoulder length 
gloves $44.00 


10x 230064 Tigard, OR 


ess only $595 


(813) 886-6537 


Finally a quick, easy solvent free method 
Jot compactng your favonte powder 
Re ned akan 
1 Pouder trap and 0.00 sea 


f= ts sotuene mode 


"© Dealer maunes welcome 
SEND $1 FOR BROCHURE 

IPM Machine, 632 E, Grove Ave 
Orange, Cor 92665 (785 978.3347 


SAVE the BALES, 
Breakes Mra 
JUST AT 9S, 


P.O. Box 2041 
Pinellas Park, FL 33565 


25n0 woe nae. Anoness 0% 


AND THE WAILERS, 
T-SHIRTS 
LUCENSED EXCLUSIVE DESIGNS 

Tibute to Bob Mariey.tiom Regge 
Sunsplosh '81/ Wallers-Otficio! Tours 
Uprising, Kayo. Bobyion by Bus/ Rt 
Martey. One Draw Sinsemilla. All shirts 
$850 each, 2/1600, 4-color design 
front, 1 back, 50/50. Poly/Cotton, US. 
‘manutocture. Giont 5O"X40" burlap wall. 
hangings: Marley o Marley & The 
Wallers $15 e0ch. Add $1.50 P&H per 
order. Send for our ree teggce album & 
t-shirt catalog. Sinbad, P.0. Box 7OVHT, 
‘Athens, Ohlo 48701, U.S.A. 


AMSTERDAM 


coffee shop 


RUSLAND 


40 teas. expresso coffee. 
juices. various foods and 
soft drinks. 
spacecake, 
spacepancake and 
various exotic herbs. 


‘open: monday-<arurday 11,00 all 20.00 h, 
‘usland 16. amsterdam. 


==> THE HIGH TIMES CLASSIFIED WORKS! 


‘The Hic Times Classified is a monthly feature. ALL ADS ARE ACCEPTED AT THE DISCRETION OF THE PUBLISHER. (Write or call for copy of Adver- 
tising Acceptability Policy.) RATES: One-time ad $4.00/word. Discount for contracts: Three consecutive ads $375/word: Six cons. ads $3,50/word: Twelve 
cons. ads $3.25/ word. Minimum ad is ten words. POB #'s and Tel. #’s count as two words each. All ads must be typewritten. Classified Display is available at 
$125 per column inch (column width is 1% inches). Discount for contracts: Three consecutive ads $115/inch; Six cons. ads $10S/inch; Twelve cons. ads 
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LOWELL GEORGE 
continued from page 43 


which time healso started to play the guitar. 
When he turned 21 George inherited some 
money from his father and used it to bank- 
roll a group called Factory, with Kibbee on 
bass and Warren Klein, alias Tornado Turn- 
er, sharing the guitar duties. The band's first 
drummer split suddenly to become a 
Moonie and George was forced to place an 
ad in the Los Angeles Free Press for a new 
drummer. 

‘As luck would have it, one Richard Hay- 
ward chose this very time to pack in his gig 
pounding the skins for a local band in 
Ames, lowa, and make it out to L.A. for a 
shot at the big time. Hayward arrived at 
L.A’s Vine Street bus depot and spent his 
last quarter ona copy of the L.A. Free Press, 
hoping to find some work. Thus were as- 
sembled the first pieces of what would 
eventually become Little Feat, 

Factory was managed by Herb Cohen, 
who was then also managing Frank Zappa 
George met Zappa through the “United Mu- 
tations” freakouts at which Factory opened 
for Zappa's Mothers of Invention. 

Zappa went on to produce some demos 
for Factory, but George split from Cohen's 
management and made a Factory LP for 
Uni that turned out to be a dismal flop. Fac- 
tory split up; George went on to do sessions 
while the rest of the group stayed together 
under the name of the Fraternity of Man. 

George went back to school, enrolling at 
L.A. City College as a music major, and 
studied with Ravi Shankar on the side. Dur- 
ing this time, his trademark white-funk gui- 
tar sound began to emerge. He was well 
suited to play the plunking, hard-edged gui- 
tar riffs that characterized songs like “Dirty 
Water,” by the Standells, one of the bands 
George played with at first. 

Healso played with Zappa's group, which 
is where George really began to emerge. 
‘The only recorded legacy of this period is a 
single track on Zappa's Weasels Ripped My 
Flesh compilation, "Didja Get Any Onya’ 
from 1969. George's distinctive vocal and 
slide-guitar style on this track anticipated 
his later work with Little Feat. 

Lowell's relationship with Zappa was 
tempestuous, but his stint with the Mothers 
provided the inspiration, and some of the 
personnel, for Little Feat. Oh, yeah, and the 
name, too: Mothers resident wit Jimmy 
Carl Black told George he should call his 
band Little Feat because he had such tiny 
tootsies. 

Lowell contacted Hayward, who was out 
of a gig since the Fraternity of Man packed 
it in, and the madcap drummer agreed to 
join the new band. Then bassist Roy Estra- 
da quit Zappa's outfit tojoin the venture. All 
George needed was a keyboardist. Bill 
Payne had just quit his gig as musical direc 
tor for the Viscounts show band in Santa 
Barbara and came to L.A. looking for a spot 
in Zappa's group. There was no opening in 


Onstage George transformed himself from 
the tired loner to the dynamic frontman 
of one of America’s greatest groups. 


the Mothers, but Payne heard about 
George's project and decided to give it a try. 
The Little Feat chemistry was complete 
Payne had as many songs as George, and 
the two fledgling Featsters went to Lenny 
Waronker at Warner Brothers records and 
played a number of their tunes in his office 
on an upright piano and an acoustic guitar. 
Waronker signed the band on the spot. 


HE ARST LP was split evenly be- 

tween Payne’s and George’s ma- 

terial. There’s a crude but moving 

version of “Willin’,” George’s truck- 

driving anthem, wistful tunes 
like the collaborative "Strawberry Flats’ 
strange flights of fancy like "Hamburger 
Midnight" and a smattering of George's in- 
tense blues roots with Howling Wolf's "44 
Blues” 

"Blues was a big part of this band,’ ex- 
plained Bill Payne. "We were basically a ga- 
rage band, especially in the early days. We 
worked in Lowell's house, and then the last 
rehearsal hall we had was next to an all- 
girls wrestling parlor. It was basically a 
Whorehouse, and there were gunshot holes 
in the wall about three weeks after we were 
in the place that had not been there previ 
ously. Jackson Browne had rented that 
place before and turned George on to it. 
‘Thanks, Jackson. But we were always in 
places of that ilk’ 

By the time of the second Little Feat LP. 
Sailin’ Shoes, the band’s sound was pretty 
well defined and George had taken over 
most of the songwriting. This was the rec- 
ord that really started to establish George 
and Little Feat as an American institution. 

The overall feeling of the record captures 
and freezes an attitude from the late '60s 
and early '70s, a tour de force of hard rock- 
ing blues that impressed the Rolling Stones 
strongly enough to prompt them to ask if 
‘they could join Little Feat for a jam at one of 
their gigs (a request, incidentally, that was 
refused). George wrote two of the best drug 
songs of all time on this record: "Sailin’ 
Shoes,’ a hymn to the high-flying pleasures 
of cocaine, and “Easy to Slip,” a bright, 
catchy pop tune about the meditative nature 
ofa certain “mellow cigarette.” 

Sailin’ Shoes also showed George off as 
‘one of rock's finest singers. He breaks up 
the meter of the lyrics on "Cold Cold Cold” 
and "Apolitical Blues” like a master blues 
vocalist, repeating phrases and pausing in 
rhythmic counterpoint to the instrumental 
track. He redoes "Willin’" as a stone coun- 
try ballad and addresses “Texas Rose Cafe" 


in the same manner, then pulls out all the 
stops for his frenzied, high-energy delivery 

“Teenage Nervous Breakdown" and 
‘Tripe Face Boogie.” The latter tune, writ- 
ten by Payne and Hayward, is a medium 
for the band’s flashy instrumental chops 
and George's trademark, up-the-fretboard 
slide-guitar playing. 

The first of Little Feat's celebrated break- 
ups occurred after the dismal reaction to 
Sailin’ Shoes, which sold very few records 
and left the band destitute. Estrada quit to 
join Captain Beefheart, and George decided 
to augment the lineup. Bassist Kenny Grad- 
ney, fresh from Delaney and Bonnie's tour- 
ing group, joined up and brought percus- 
sionist Sam Clayton along, A second guitar- 
ist, Paul Barrere, was added to free George 
for more slide and vocal work 

This new, interracial Little Feat was even 
better than George had hoped. They came 
storming back from the edge with an al- 
bum, Dixie Chicken, that solidified their fa- 
natical following around the country. The 
shuffling, supple rhythmic mix George 
aimed for on Sailin’ Shoes was expanded in- 
to a stronger and smoother blend by th 
new lineup. On “Fat Man in the Bathtul 
for example, George's witty, autobiograph- 
ical dip into self-parody, Clayton and Hay- 
ward mesha steaming gumbo of irresistible 
New Orleans funk with Gradney’s bass 
popping along and the piano and two gui- 
tars wringing exquisite fills and accents 
through the arrangement of Bonnie Bram- 
lett's moaning backing vocals. 

Dixie Chicken is an almost perfect album 
in the delicacy of its pacing and the rich, ex- 
citing mix of material. The title track struts 
out the band’s serene, fatback kick in all its 
Featoid glory, segueing to the dank and 
mysterious vamp "Two Trains Running” 
which, along with “Chicken” and 
Man,” became a cornerstone of the band's 
live shows. “Two Trains" uses Barrere's 
brilliantly funky R&B rhythm-guitar style 
togreat effect, indicating what direction the 
band would shortly head in. “Roll Um 
Easy” follows in a beautiful change of pace, 
George softly crooning the sweet reminis- 
cence of love on the road to understated in- 
strumental accompaniment. The classic 
cover of Allen Toussaint’s “On Your Way 
Down" hots up the pace again before the 
eerie "Kiss It Off” a paranoid anthem twist- 
ed by Payne's menacingly evocative syn- 
thesizer playing and George's high-pitched 
vocal. The album closes with George flash- 
ing some of his finest slide playing on the 
instrumental "Lafayette Railroad.” 

Though, musically, Dixie Chicken sig- 
naled the beginning of the golden age of Lit- 

continued on next page 
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tle Feat, commercially it was a failure and 
‘once again the band stared into the abyss. 
George scrambled around desperately to 
get enough session work to keep the group 
going through these lean times, a move that 
resulted in classic matchups pairing Little 
Feat with jazz drummer Chico Hamilton 
and white R&B vocalist Robert Palmer, 
After Dixie Chicken Hayward apparently 
left the band briefly and Payne entertained 
an offer to join the Doobie Brothers. But 
George prevailed on his sidekicks to keep 
trying and the band went into the studio to 
make the Feats Don't Fail Me Now LP. Feats 
was a truly cooperative effort, kicking off 
with the red-hot triple play of George's 
“Rock and Roll Doctor,” Payne's joyous "Oh 
Atlanta” and Barrere's superfunk "Skin It 
Back,’ all of which contributed to the 
band's growing reputation as one of the hot- 
test live acts around. Several live bootlegs 
circulated around this time gave all the evi- 
dence needed to understand why the band 
suddenly developed an awesomely devot- 
ed cult following. George was always 
vexed by the popularity of these bootlegs 
and it wasn't until several years later, with 
Waiting for Columbus, that he got the chance 
to present the band's live sound the way he 
saw it. Now Hoy Hoy fills in the missing 
pieces from this part of the band’s history 


“Tt’s so tragic, such a waste, 
Lowell was a genius... and he 
just burned himself away.”—Bill Payne 


with “Rock and Roll Doctor” “The Fan" 
and "Two Trains.’ The other live tracks on 
the record, “Skin It Back,” "Red Streamlin- 
er’ and the second version of "Teenage 
Nervous Breakdown,” are from the same 
shows that were recorded for the Waiting 
for Columbus LP, so the latter stages of Little 
Feat's live sound are documented almost 
completely. 


UPPOSEDLY THERE was another 
breakup following Feats but 
the band subsequently claimed 
it was more of a strategy, or as 
Barrere described it, “Lowell’s 
blackmail move for better record company 
support” The Last Record Album, released 
in 1975, was the climax of the band's direc- 
tion under George. Here the beautifully 
textured rhythmic mix George conjured in 
the studio was given an extra twist on some 
excellent material. Barrere and Payne 
clinched their musical affinity by collabor- 
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ating on several strong tracks, “All That You 
Dream,” "Romance Dance” and “One Love 
Stand.’ George himself contributed several 
great songs, including "Down Below the 
Borderline” and “Long Distance Love,’ 
written for his then girl friend, Linda Ron: 
stadt. "I wrote it after watching Linda Ron- 
stadt paint her toenailson the tour bus during 
the Jackson Browne tour,” George ex- 
plained. “It took me a long time to write’ 

After this record the band reached its 
peak of popularity and George became more 
and more estranged from the others. His 
heavy cocaine use and drinking (according 
to Barrere, at least one bottle of cognac per 
night) took a severe physical toll on the 
band’s ostensible leader and the others 
were forced to fend for themselves when 
Lowell was felled by hepatitis. Though 
many Little Feat fans seem to think George 
was pushed aside by Payne and Barrere, 
the truth is that his participation in the 
group came toa standstill. "It's not like we 
told him we didn’t want his songs on the 
record,” said Payne. “Whoever came up 
with the songs got them on the record. I 
think we used just about every song he ever 
gave to the band 

The only song Lowell George handed in 
for Time Loves a Hero, “Rocket in My Pock- 
et,” was one of the high points of both that 
record and the live shows that followed it 
(and which were later released as Waiting 
for Columbus). Hoy Hoy opens up with 
George singing an acoustic demo version of 
this song in a beautiful, touching tribute to 
him. "That's my salute to him for sure 
Payne agreed. “We were trying to find a 
way to open the record and I had wanted 
something that was more personal. I had a 
lape of the band without Lowell doing a 
blues thing ina rehearsal hall that was okay. 
The one thing | always wanted Lowell to do 
live was to just go out with the guitar and 
sing. When I found ‘Rocket’ I just thought, 
“This has got to be on it! Because his voice 
sounds so innocent and. ..1 don't know, 
there's a happiness about it that I really dig, 

“It’s just him sitting up in his house and 
he had given it to me to check out because it 
was a new song. I held on to it for a few 
years, and 1 was rummaging through my 
cassettes and I happened to find it. There 
was another track on this record that we 
had been looking for for years, ‘Lonesome 
Whistle: That was a favorite track of the 
band's. It is an inherently simple track, so 
people are either going to like it or not; but 
the fact is he sang it great. It was recorded in 
74 when we were doing Feats Don't Fail Me 
Now, and it would have been a nice song on 
that record had there been room. We 
thought it was lost along with so much oth- 


er legendary stuff when our studio sank in 
Baltimore harbor, but Lowell’s wife, Liz, 
found it in a brown paper bag in the back of 
their garage.” 

A few works in progress add a strange air 
of finality to Hoy Hoy. Payne's “Gringo” is 
fairly straightforward, an indication of the 
kind of direction he would have brought to 
Little Feat, Barrere'’s “Over the Edge’’ on the 
other hand, almost seems a comment on 
George’s excesses and premature death. 
When Paul wrote that tune’ Payne re- 
called, “he brought it down to rehearsal and 
was showing it to Lowell when we were do- 
ing Down on the Farm, Lowell took the cas- 
sette home and on the way back to his 
house—he lived up in the hills around To- 
panga—his front wheels locked and his car 
literally went over the edge of this small 
cliff. He was lucky to get out of that one. | 
think he broke a rib or two. But things like 
that happened with this band all the time. 

By far the most unexpected inclusion on 
the record is a big production ballad by 
George called "China White,’ which was 
apparently recorded for Lowell's solo al- 
bum but for some reason was not included. 

‘The song is definitely drug related,” said 
Payne. “It was a nod at some of the prob: 
Jems we went through as a band. But it’s al: 
so... Not many people can sing like Lowell 
George. I've heard some people emulate 
him, but man, the guy can sing anything, 

“A lot of people aren't going to understand 
what we are trying to say, but it doesn't take 
too much to realize that this is our way of 
looking at that bittersweet part of the band. 
I think Lowell felt uncomfortable about 
putting out ‘China White’ because of the 
drug references. Thisis stuff I heard second 
hand so I don't know, I don't know what he 
cut off his first album, He recorded a few 
more songs than he put on, stuff like ‘Rock 
and Roll Doctor’ I don't know why that 
didn't appear someplace.” 


ITTLE FEAT no longer exists, and 
even if the remaining members 
were to play together again, which 
seems likely, they would not, ac- 
cording to Payne, use the name. 

The band dissolved in anger, then in tra- 
gedy. Even though Payne had quit during 
Down on the Farm, he had still left the door 
‘open to reform the band at some point. Af- 
ter all, Little Feat had broken up several 
times before. “My suggestion to Lowell be- 
fore he went out on the road;" Payne sol- 
emnly remembered of the last time he ever 
spoke to his partner, “was when he got back 
to give Little Feat a bit of a rest and pursue 
his own thing for a while. And if it felt right 
later, then see what's going on with the 
band. | mean, I had no intentions at that 
time of getting back together. But you never 
know about those things. I felt he needed a 
break from it to pursue his own thing. He 
wanted to get into production, Probably our 


best albums, Dixie Chicken, Feats Don't Fail 
Me Now, Waiting for Columbus, he did pro- 
duce. And you know the guy was good; 
there was no question. The main thing he 
was good at was involving other talents, 
like engineer George Massenberg’" 

Perhaps the worst thing about the Feat 
breakup is that even the fans took sides. 
‘The prevailing sentimentsare with George 
and his loyal fans have gone from claiming 
he was disinterested in the band around 
Time Loves a Hero and planning to leave to 
claiming he was edged out by a consipiracy 
hatched by Payne and Barrere. This ignores 
the fact that Payne and George built up the 
group together, and that Little Feat did not 
develop its legendary live sound until after 
Barrere joined. "A lot of people weren't al- 
ways sure who sang or did what,’ Payne ex- 
plained. “There might be some slide play- 
ing that Paul actually did that people 
thought was Lowell, or singing, where | 
might have sung something like ‘Oh Atan- 
ta’ and they thought it was Lowell. Lowell 
had the greatest voice, but toward the end 
there were nights when he couldn't sing at 
all, Paul and I were getting to be better sing- 
ers only because we had to sing so much of 
the stuff. 

What made Little Feat great was that it 
was truly a band. It wasn't just George's 
singing or writing or guitar playing; it 
wasn't just Paynes breathtaking multikey- 
board playing; it was the whole package: 


that seductively undulating rhythm sec- 
tion, the little fills and details that set this 
group apart from any of its contemporaries. 
Sure, there was tension, but it was the ten. 
sion that comes from truly creative people 
working hard toward an ideal. The rest of 
the band would sound hollow somehow 
without Lowell George. And Lowell 
George could never have assembled a 
group better than Little Feat. That's why 
George, despite his incredible talent and 
opportunities to play with virtually anyone 
he wanted, wanted to keep the band going 
right up to his last breath. Because Little 
Feat was still great even as it was disinte- 
grating. Despite how painful it was for 
Payne to complete Down on the Farm, the 
band still sounded terrific on the record. 
You know that somehow, had Lowell 
George lived, Little Feat would have played 
again, That's one of the excruciating things 
about his death. 

“Is so tragic, such a waste; Payne la- 
mented, “Lowell was genius. He could do 
so many things and he just burned himself 
away. We've seen it happen to some of our 
most gifted musicians, and its a tremen- 
dous loss to the world. Who knows what 
Jimi Hendrix or Lowell George could have 
done had they lived? They might have been 
able to bring out whole new approaches to 
music. Who can say that Lowell might not 
have been a Beethoven or Bach had he 
lived? I can hardly bear to think about it. 
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Where were you in ‘697 
Smoking dope and drinking wine. 


W ith this rallying cry the Atlanta 


Rhythm Section embarked on a cam- 
paign to restore the glory days of rock 
‘n roll. In ‘69 they were the cream of the 
Southeast music scene. ARS is man- 
aged by Buddie Buie, a songwriter-pro- 
ducer who decided to assemble a group 
of songwriters and top studio musicians 
he'd met during his days as producer for the 
Classics IV. Pianist Dean Daugherty, drum- 
mer Robert Nixand lead singer Rodney Jus- 
to had worked with Buie in 1966 when they 
were with a group called the Candymen 
Guitarist J.R, Cobb was with the Classics 
IV and collaborated with Buie on the 
group's three biggest hits: "Spooky 
‘Stormy” and “Traces” As two of the most 
sought-after session musiciansin town, gui 
tarist Barry Bailey and bassist Paul God 
dard were no strangers to Buie either, 

ARS recorded one album with the idea 
that if a hit single could be broken from it 
they could goon the road. The album w 
nowhere and Rodney Justo split. But Buie, 
who had left off working at Atlanta's biggest 
studio, Master Sound, to do things his way 
ina small studio owned by the Rhythm Sec- 
tion, and their publisher, Bill Lowery, kept 
the band busy asa session group. Then, en- 
gineer Rodney Mills introduced them to a 
singer who'd worked as his assistant, Ron- 
nie Hammond, and Hammond's been their 
vocalist ever since. 

At first the ARS existed in name only 


—"Homesick" 


while they did sessions on the side. In fact, 
they were at one point simultaneously the 
ARS and the Classics IV. “Most of the later 
Classics IV records had the guys in the ARS 
playing on them,” says Cobb, 

Goddard recalls those halcyon days with 
amusement. "Buddy Buie was doing the 
Candymen and Joe South was producing a 
lot of stuff," he recalls. "He was doing the 
Tams, himself and Lowery's usual flock of 
people, Ray Stevens, Billy Joe Royal. There 
was a black singer that St. John & the Car- 
dinals backed up who called himself the 
Mighty Hannibal, and we cuta record with 
him at Master Sound which became a 
smash hit called ‘Jerkin’ the Dog’ 

‘Me and Barry and Emory Gordy used to 
be like the Three Musketeers. Gordy wasin 
both St. John & the Cardinals and the Kom- 
motions. He introduc me to Buie, When 
St.John went to L dy went with him 
and Buie needed a bass player. Buddy tried 
a lot of people after Gordy left and the 
group he liked to work with best was me, 
Barry Bailey, Dean Daugherty, Robert Nix 
and .R. Cobb, We'd doanything. Barry and 
I would be doing gospel sessions in the 
morning and Buddy's sessionsat night. One 
day Buddy had some extra time booked 
and he said, ‘Well, we're through with this 
Classics album; let's just come in and screw 
around. Sowe cut an instrumental of ‘Some: 
thing in the Air’ which was one of the most 
incredible things I've ever played on.” 

continued on next page 
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au awesome output of Frank 


Zappa material continues unabat- 
ed. You Are What You Is, a hot 
two-ecord set that brings his 
standard touring material pretty 
much up to date, ups his release 
total in the past year to a stagger- 
ing seven discs, enough Zappa 
material to keep the most diehard 
fans sated. Zappa is quick to point 
out that the glut of material doesn't 
stop there. "You wanna know how 
many the bootleggers have released?" 
he asked rhetorically. “Twelve titles, 
one of which was a ten-record box 
and another that was a twenty-rec- 
cord box. They're cassette recordings 
of concerts. None of those bootlegs 
are any good. It's total ripoff of both 
the consumer and me’ 

Zappa was in New York for his tra- 
ditional Halloween celebration, one 
that took the form this time around 
of five sold-out concerts at the Pallad- 
ium, scene of some of his best live 
performances in the past (as material 
from Zappa in New York and Tinsel- 
town Rebellion will prove). This sea- 
son's crack touring outfit featured 
the awesome three-guitar lineup of 
Zappa, Steve Vai and Ray White as 
well as Zappa veterans Tommy Mars 
on keyboards and Ed Mann on per- 

continued on page 97 
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‘The group's second album, Back Up 
Against the Wall, sparked the begin- 
nings of a cult following that grew until 
ARS was one of the most popular of the 
Southern bands to emerge in the '70s. A 
string of hits from “Angel” and “Dora- 
ville” to "So In To You" anda remake of the 
Classic IV smash "Spooky" led the band to 
the top of the charts repeatedly in the last 
decade, 

Recently, though, the group had fallen on 
hard times. Problems with their record 
company and the departure of charter 
member drummer Robert Nix demoralized 
the group and adversely affected the quali 
ty of their sound. The last few records fell 
well below the band's usual standard of ex- 
cellence, but gradually their new drummer, 
Roy Yeager, brought the playing level back 
up to form, and now that the band has 
switched labels they've returned with re 
newed energy. Quinella celebrates the 
band’s renewed strength with classic blast- 
offs like "Higher" and “Homesick” while 
turning a longing glance back at the days 
when they started out. "There wasa certain 
innocence about rock concerts in the late 
60s," explains J.R. Cobb. “It was new. 
‘Things used to be a lot better than they are 
now. With radio, I hate to see everything so 
damned structured and so tightly format- 
ted as it's getting to be. I wish it were as 
loose as it used to be when you could hear 
something new.’ 

Cobbisnot disappointed, however, in the 
general decrease in the popularity of South- 
ern rock following the defeat of Jimmy Car- 
ter. "I'm glad that image of Southern rock is 
gone,” he says. “Everybody had a stereo- 
type of it in their mind which is inaccurate 
and we paid a hell of a price for that over 
the years; everybody thought we were just 
another Southern boogie band. I'm glad to 
see that go by the boards. The South has 
something to say musically that's a little bit 
unique and I don't wanna see that go but I 
don't think it will.” 
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cussion, Newcomers Bobby Martin 
on horns and keyboards and bassist 
Scott Thunes and drummer Chad 
Wackerman helped make this one of 
Zappa's finest bands. 

The shows featured virtually all of 
the material from You Are What You 
Js, which contains some of the most 
scathing social criticism Zappa has 
ever delivered. This time around no 
one escapes his withering glance, 
from the kids ("Teenage Wind") to 
social climbers ("Society Pages,’ "I'm 
a Beautiful Guy") to poseurs ("You 
Are What You Is"), But the heaviest 
ammunition is saved for the Moral 
Majority religion-for-profit mongers, 
whoare raked over the coalsduringan 
amazing medley of "The Meek Shall 
Inherit Nothing’ “Dumb All Over’ 
and “Heavenly Bank Account! 

The attack is so direct you'd think 
it would elicit some kind of reaction, 
in these reactionary times, but Zappa, 
seemed pleased that these dime- 
store ministers and their cronies are 
scared off. “If you can just wake up 
that spark of common sense in 
everybody’ Zappa reasoned, “you 
will get good results. They'll think for 
just a moment, and it really comes 
home when there's a break and I say 
‘tax the churches’ and they think 
about it for a minute and it's like the 
heavens open up. I mean these peo- 
ple have been getting a free ride for 
two hundred years. They should pay 
their share. Why chopa school lunch 
down to the most menial little grits 
on a plate when these guys are out 
there wearing silk suits, flying Lear- 
jets and living in castles and no taxes. 
What is this? They're in business’ 

Zappa was sure that the lack of re- 
sponse to his criticism is because it’s 
so obviously true. "They have to ig- 
nore it because there's not one of 
them that can debate me logically on, 
the subject. Even in biblical terms, 
remember, Jesus himself went in 
there and kicked those assholes out 
of the temple for changing money in, 
the temple, okay? And that's what 
these guys are doing now. Video 
evangelism is money in the temple. 
They are perpetrating a hoax on the 


American people. They're making a 
tremendous fortune out of it; they're 
exerting political pressure beyond 
the scope that the law allows. They 
have broken that law. They have 
used their machinery to elect a presi- 
dent that owes his ass to them. They 
are beyond what they are supposed 
to be legally capable of doing in a 
democratic society and somebody's 
gotta say something about it” 

‘The attack has not gone complete- 
ly without retribution, Zappa point- 
ed out, because the record has effec- 
tively been censored all over the 
country. "Nobody's playing the record 
outside of New York and Connecti- 
cut, It is dead everywhere else in the 
country and it’s not selling worth a 
shit. They're not playing anything 
from it. It's being totally ignored” 

This kind of discrimination is 
hardly a new thing, Zappa pointed 
out. "History as it is written in 
books” he said, “was written by peo- 
ple who were writing it for people 
who could read and history from 
way back was written for the people 
who could read way back and there 
were only a few of them and they 
were all rich and they didn’t wanna 
read anything bad about themselves. 
So the process of writing history has 
always been designed to appeal to 
those few who read it. 

‘Now we have musical history. 
Some of you may know about musi- 
cal history in terms of in such and 
such a yeara certain composer wrote 
acertain piece and then went outand 
died of syphilis or whatever all those 
old composers used to do. Musical 
history in a general sense doesn't 
really work that way. Here's the real 
way to look at musical history. As 
soon as somebody found out that 
they could make music and they 
wanted to remember it so they could 
do it again, somebody had to figure 
out a way to write it down. As soon 
as they figured out a way to write it 
down and save it, immediately 
thereafter it was discovered that you 
couldn't earn a living from doing 
that. So if you were a person who 
wrote music, the only way you could 


survive was to be patronized. 

"A long time ago you got patron- 
ized either by the church or you got 
patronized by a king and he was usu- 
ally crazy. Of course, we know what 
the church was like. Everything that, 
survives from the old music was pre- 
pared for the amusement of or to the 
specifications of either the church or 
the king or the prince or whoever 
was paying to keep the composer 
alive. If you wrote something the 
church didn't like, they got red hot 
tweezers and pulled your toenails 
out. If you wrote something the king 
didn’t like, he would chop your head 
off, All the norms that are perpetrated 
in what we know as classical music 
were designed to appease the taste— 
not always good taste—of somebody 
inachurch or somebody ona throne. 
These norms were perpetrated by 
academies, universities, conserva: 
tories, and without thinking about 
how they actually got started they 
have been handed down generation 
after generation and people are being 
taught in universities how to write 
music according to these specifica- 
tions. The specifications were wrong 
to begin with. 

“The people who write about mu- 
sic were following in the footsteps of 
the people who originally created 
these norms, and I think the norms 
are derived from people with ques- 
tionable taste. In order fora person to 
describe what a composer has done, 
you would have to describe the work 
versus the norms that have been 
handed down, If you think about it, 
trying to analyze what those norms 
are—symphonic forms, certain types 
of harmony that are accepted, cer- 
tain types of rhythm that are ac- 
cepted—when you see how these 
norms are applied to individualistic 
music that is beyond the norm, how 
a guy who has written that kind of 
stuff is going to suffer because of 
comparison to those norms. They are 
bad and it's time we stopped thinking 
about them. The norms carry over 
today in terms of the way in which 
pop music is analyzed, too. It's just a 

uation of the same thing” O) 
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snort some, rub a little on his gums and 
then take a long time getting dressed, re- 
turning from time to time to the pretzel box 
for additional sniffs. He had some special 
phonograph records, too, that seemed to go 
with the coke, ones that he rarely changed. 
They seemed to deepen the effects off the 
drug; cigars helped to string out the sensa- 
tion, too, and he felt he was the only one 
who knew this. When he was ready to go 
out, he would sprinkle some in tinfoil and 
then try to figure out the best pocket to put 
it in, one that he wouldn't forget and the 
least likely one for a federal agent to sud- 
denly thrust his hand into and nail him on 
the spot. He would be able to return to the 
tinfoil for little tastes throughout the night 
and there would be enough in there, too, 
for friends he might run across. Doling out 
coke from the thin little packet would make 
him seem generous and at the same time no 
one had to know about the moistureproof 
bottles lined up and waiting for him back at 
his apartment. 

It was amazing how little he worried 
about the illegality of what he was doing 
Only once did this come home to him with 
any force. He was in a cocktail lounge in 
Vegas with two girls and for the life of him 
he couldn't figure out if they were hookers. 
He was only fair at determining things like 


that. Sometimes his actions were sudden 
and dramatic, and on this occasion he 
reached out and stuck a fingerful of coke in 
each of their mouths, as if this would 
smoke them out and tell him if they were 
joy dolls. They both sucked on the fingers 
and loved what was happening, but Towns 
looked around the lounge and became 
aware of a number of men with white 
socks, shaved necks and even expressions 
who appeared not to approve of his having 
traipsed in with more than one girl. They 
probably didn't go for his beard much, ei- 
ther. At least that's the impression he got. 
Allof this shook him up. What if one of the 
girls suddenly hollered out, "He shoved 
coke in my mouth.” Towns had a lawyer 
who was terrific in the civilliberties de- 
partment, but he wasn't sure he could 
count on the fellow dashing out to Nevada 
on his behalf. He told the girls to wait for 
him, he had a lucky roulette hunch, and 
then he sneaked out of the casino and went 
to another one. 

He didn't feel the danger much in the city, 
though, Rich is the only word to describe 
how he felt. When he started out of his 
apartment, high and immunized, he felt 
that nothing great had to happen. He didn't 
even have to wind up with a girl. The way 
he figured it, enough that was great had 
happened already. Right around the pretzel 
box, He knew there must be a dark side to 
all this, but he would worry about that later. 
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One of the smart things he did was not to. 
use his car. He had had enough of the side- 
swipes. In his new routine, going about on 
foot and using cabs, he would hit a few 
warm-up places where he knew some peo- 
ple and felt cozy and secure; then he would 
head for a drugged and adventurous bar 
that could always be counted on for packs 
of long-haired girls, each of whom for some 
reason had just left her “old man” or 
walked out on a waitressing job that very 
day. In the drugged atmosphere of this bar, 
it was possible to slip into these packs of 
girls and on occasion to pick one off. Allofa 
sudden he would be talking to one and, if 
her eyes looked right, asking if she would 
like to have a little coke in the john. If she 
said yes, he knew the battle was over and 
he was going to wind up in bed with her. 
The two went together. In his way, he was 
using the coke to push people around. One 
night, at one of the early bars, he stood next 
to two black men; one liked him, the other, 
whose glasses gave him the look of an ab: 
stract educational puzzle, didn't. He said 
that even though Towns was bigger than he 
was, he was positive he could take him out- 
side and beat the shit out of him. Unlike li- 
quor, the coke always had a defusing effect 
on Towns, who simply shrugged and said, 
“No way.” Then, perhaps to teach the puz- 
zle man a lesson, he invited the other black 
man into the john for some coke. They took 
some together and then the angry abstract- 
ed fellow appeared. Towns hesitated long 
enough to make his point and then gave 
him some, too. He put his arm around 
Townsand hugged him and Towns felt a lit- 
tle sad about how easy it had been to peel 
away his anger. Back at the bar, the fellow 
got angry again and finally walked out in 
what seemed to be a flash of hot abstract 
lightning. His renewed fury made Towns 
feel a little easier. But you certainly could do 
things with that coke. One night, when 
Towns had failed to pry any of the girls 
loose from her pack, he went looking for a 
hooker and founda terrific one on the street 
who looked like a high-school cheerleader. 
She had a tough style and needled him, say- 
ing she had balled every guy in the city, so 
why not him, At one time this would have 
been a threat to Harry Towns, but it wasn't 
now. What did all those other guys have to 
do with him? She said they could go up: 
stairs to a tragic-looking little hotel across 
the street and Towns said no deal, he want- 
ed to take her to his place. She said there 
was no way on earth she would go to a 
stranger's apartment, and then he men- 
tioned the coke. "Jesus, do you really have 
some?" she wanted to know. "Pounds of it,” 
he said, “at my place." It was amazing. As 
tough and street-wise as she was, she 
jumped in a cab with him and off they 
went. And all he had done was say he had 
the coke. It was a weapon, all right. 
Sometimes, when he got finessed into 
drinking a lot, the liquor and drug combina- 
tion left him shaky the next day. He had to 
make sure to let entire days go by without 


using any of the drug. On the off days, it 
would be like having a terrific date to look 
forward to, One night, a fellow with a belt 
full of tools walked up to Towns and said 
that if he ever saw him with his wife again, 
he would kill him in an alley. "We can do it 
now,’ said the fellow with a surprising po- 
liteness, “or at a time of your convenience.” 
Towns could not pinpoint the wife in ques- 
tion, but he had a pretty good inkling of 
who she was. He felt weak and anesthe- 
tized, his limbs sluggish, caught in heavy 
syrup. He mumbled something and hoped 
the fellow would not use the tools on him. 
So it wasn't all roses. He had to watch that 
sort of thing. Then, too, the moistureproof 
bottles emptied out after a while and he had 
to get them filled up again. He made an ap- 
pointment to go to the dealer’s apartment 
this time, and when he got there, the fellow 
snatched up his money and sat him down 
next toa young blond carhop-style girl who 
looked as though she had just given up 
thumb-sucking. Then he slid a huge 
switchblade knife with a capsule of amy! 
nitrate on it between them, and excused 
himself, saying he had to get the coke, 
which wasa few blocks away. Towns knew 
about the capsule; it was for cracking open 
and sniffing. You got a quick high-voltage 
sexual rush out of it. He had graduated 
from it sometime back and felt it was small 
potatoes next to coke. But what about hav- 
ing it ina switchblade knife with a yellow- 
haired teenager on the other side. It re- 
minded Towns of a religious ceremony in 
which a hotly peppered herb was placed 
beside something delicious to remind wor- 
shipers of the hard and easy times of their 
forebears. But this seemed to be a kind of 
drug ritual, and he couldn't decide what his 
next move was supposed to be. Was he sup- 
posed to make a quick grab for the capsule 
and crack it open before she got at him with 
the switchblade? He decided to stick to light 
conversation. A bit later, Towns excused 
himself to go to the john and by mistake 
opened the door toa closet; rifles and hand- 
guns came pouring out on him in a great 
metallic shower—also a few bullwhips. 
“Look what you did," said the girl, coming 
over ina pout, as though the cat had spilled 
some milk. Towns helped her to gather up 
the weapons; it seemed important to get 
them back in before the dealer returned. 
He showed up half an hour later, telling 
‘Towns that he was in great luck because he 
had come up with some pure coke rocks, 
much more lethal than anything Towns 
had been involved with before. It came in 
around once a year, something like soft- 
shell crabs; rich Peruvians sat around on 
their ranches and shaved slivers of it froma 
huge rock, inhaling the slivers for weeks on 
end and getting heart trouble in their thir- 
ties. But Towns wasn't to worry about this, 
since he would only be getting this one 
shipment and maybe never get a shot at it 
again. Another thing that wasn't to bother 
Towns was that the moistureproof bottles 
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filled to the top this time, That 
was because the Peruvian coke rocks were 
so pure. Towns wasn't so sure about this. 
‘Oh well)’ said the dealer, disdainfully, “if 
you want me to fluff them up.” Towns 
thought of the weapons closet and decided 
to pass on this and get going. Ina kind of fu 
rious between-the-act blur of activity, the 
dealer and his gir! whipped out armloads of 
equipment, and before Towns could make 


a move towards the door, the dealer had 
wound a rubber coil around his arm and 
was straining to makea vein pop up. Mean. 
a Peruvi 
d to 


while, the girl was melting down 
an rock, probably one that be 
Towns, in a tiny pan. They were like a 
crack surgical team, So this was the famous 


shoot-up routine! Towns had never seen it 
about it 


goonand had always been curio 
The dealer, one side of his face not only col: 
lapsing but running down, like oil on a can. 
vas, plunged a hypodermic into his vein 
and went into a series of ecstatic shivers, at 
the same time keeping upa surprisingly so- 
ber running commentary for Towns: 
What's happeningis that I'm gettinga rush 
twenty times more powerful than you get 
taking it up through your nose. This is re 
ly something. The only trouble is, it will 
stop in about five minutes and I'll have to 


do it again, I've gotten so I can do it ten, 
twenty times, all through the night.” None 
of this was appealing to Towns. He realized 
that the tableau was for his benefit, to hook 
him into the team so that he would wind up 
melting rocks with them in the tiny frying 
pan. It wasn't going to happen. There were 


certain things that he could say for sure he 
wasnt ever going to do—like skydiving 

and this was one of them. When the deal: 
er finished up his shivers, it was time for 
the girl to take her turn; that’s what Towns 
wanted to be on hand to see, She stuck 
some equipment under her arm and said 
she was going off to do it privately. Towns 
felt around in his bottle and pulled out a 
good-sized rock, saying it was hers if he 
could watch her in action. "No way,’ she 
said, giving him an infuriated look, “that’s 
one thing no one in the world is ever going 
to see.” What she seemed to want to get 
across was that she had been through a 
thousand assorted hells but was going to 
keep this one area stubbornly cordoned off 
to herself. Towns shrugged good-naturedly 
as if to say, "Oh well, win some, lose some, 
but he felt the loss sharply and didn't even 
wait around to see her when she got back 
‘That wasnt what he wanted. He thanked 
the shivering fellow for the Peruvian rocks 
and sauntered outside, deciding to hunt 
down another arrangement, one with less 
danger in the air. 

He went through quite a few of these deal 
ers, They tended to | 
young, sluggish girl friends; each was try 
ing to "get something going” in the record 
business. The coke, according to them, was 


e in lofts and to have 


just a sideline. After Towns got his coke, he 
would be asked to listen to one of their tape 
decks. Not once did he like what he heard, 
even taking into account that he was not in 
a musical mood when he made these visits 
and just wanted to get the coke and get the 
hell out of there. It was his view that each of 
these fellows was going to do much better 
asa coke dealer than in the music business. 
Towns's favorite dealer was a tall, agree- 
able fellow who had once worked asa mar 
riage counselor. He had a healing, thera- 
peutic style of selling the coke; after each 
buy, Towns would flirt with the idea of 
sticking around for a little counseling, al- 
though he never followed through. One 
day, the fellow announced that in order to 
kick his own coke habit, which was becom- 
ing punishingly expensive, he was making 
his first visit to London, That struck Towns 
as being on the naive side. How could you 
get away from coke in London? Some far- 
away island would seem to be more the 
ticket, but the fellow had his mind made up 
on the British Isles and there was no stop- 
ping him. Towns was convinced they would 
have him picked off asa user the second he 
stepped off the plane and be ready and 
waiting to sell him some. 

Dealers brushed in and out of his life, and 
Towns could not imagine wanting some 
coke and not being able to come up with it. 
Yet that would happen on occasion, even 
though he started out early in the evening 
trying todrum some up. He had always told 
himself thatall he had to doin that situation 
was to have a few drinks and he would be 
fine. But he wasn't that fine. He would sit 
around at one of his spots and drum his fin- 
gers on the bar, uneasy and unhappy. Was 
he hooked? He had heard that when a 
famed racketeer was buried, friends of his, 
for old times’ sake, had a few spoons of 
first-grade coke in there with him, since the 
racket man had been a user. Once high and 
dry at four in the morning, Towns actually 
found himself wondering if it would be pos- 
sible to dig up the fellow and get at the coke. 
Itall depended on whether it was in the cof- 
fin with him or on the topsoil somewhere. 
Towns wasn't sure of the details. If he knew 
for sure it was in the topsoil, he might have 
found a shovel somewhere in the city, driv- 
en out to the cemetery and taken try atit 
That's how badly he wanted it sometimes. 


‘One day Towns got the word that his moth- 
er had died. It did not come around behind 
him and hit him on the head, since the 
death had been going on fora long time and 
it was just a matter of waiting for the phone 
call. It had always been his notion that 
when he got this particular news, he would 
drive up to a summer resort his mother 
used to take him to each September and 
hang out there for a weekend, sitting at the 
bar, tracing her presence, thinking through 
the fine times they had spent together. That 
would be his style of mourning. But now 
that he had the news, he didn't feel much 
like doing that. Maybe he would later. In- 


stead, he sat in his apartment, thirty floors 
over the city, and tried to cry, but he could 
not drum up any tears. He was sure they 
would come later, in some oblique way, so 
he didn’t worry too much about it. He knew 
himself and knew that he only cried when 
things sneaked up on him. Then he could 
cry with the best of them. 

His mother was going to be put in a tem- 
porary coffin while the real one was being 
set up. And she would be lying in the chapel 
from six to eight that evening, with the fam- 
ily receiving close friends; the following 
day she would be buried. It set up a bit of a 
conflict for Towns. At six o'clock, he also 
had an appointment to meet Ramos, an old 
friend who had come in from California the 
night before. Formerly an advertising man, 
Ramos had now gone over entirely to an 
old-West style. Long-faced, sleepy-eyed, he 
turned up in the city looking as though he 
had ridden for days through the Funeral 
Mountains on a burro, seeking cowpoke 
work. He had taken Towns into the coat- 
room of the bar at which they met, pulled 
out a leather pouch that might have con- 
tained gold dust, and given Townsa sniff of 
some of the purest coke he had ever run 
across. It rocketed back and flicked against 
a distant section in the back of his head that 
may never have been touched before. Now 
Harry Towns had a new story to tell his 
friends about Western coke, the wildest 


and most rambunctious of all. And he 
wanted that place in the back of his head to 
be flicked at again. So they made an ap- 
pointment for six o'clock the following eve. 
ning to go and get some more. Except that 
now Towns had to beat the chapel with his 
dead mother. He wondered, soon after he 
heard about the loss, if he would keep the 
appointment with Ramos, and even as he 
wondered, he knew he would. He didn't 
even have to turn it over in his mind. After 
all, it wasn't the funeral. That would make 
it an entirely different story. It was just a 
kind of chapel reception and if he turned up 
half an hour later, it would not be any great 
crime. And he would have the coke 


Harry Towns was at the midtown bar to 
meet Ramos at six on the dot, hoping to 
make a quick score and then hotfoot it over 
to the chapel. But Ramos loped in some 
twenty minutes late, squinty-eyed, mutter- 
ing something about the sun having crossed 
him up on the time. He had never even 
heard of the sun when he was in advertis- 
ing. He sat down, stretched his legs and 
tried to get Towns into a talk about the es- 
sential dignity of man, even in the big city. 
Towns felt he had to cut him off on that. 
People were already pouring into the chap- 
el. At the same time, he didn’t want to be 
rude to Ramos and risk blowing the trans- 
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action. He told Ramos about his mother, 
and the man from the West said he under- 
stood, no problem, except that he himself 
did not have the coke. It was just up the 
street a few blocks at a divorced girls 
house. They would just have one drink and 
get going. 

The divorced girl lived in a richly fur- 
nished high-rise apartment with authentic 
animal skins on the floor Towns had to 
walk carefully to keep from sticking his feet 
in their jaws. She had racks of fake book- 
shelves, too, suspense-novel types. that 
whirled around when you pressed a button 
and had coke concealed on the other side. 
He was certain she was going to turn out to 
be his favorite dealer. Long-legged, freshly 
divorced, she hugged Ramos, Towns won 
dering how they knew each other, The ani- 
mal skins may have been some sort of 
bridge between them. More likely, they 
were teammates dating back to Ramos’ ad- 
vertising days. She also seemed interested 
in Towns, handing him a powder box filled 
with coke, something he had always 
dreamed of. He got the idea that this wasn't 
even the coke he would be buying. It wasa 
kind of guest coke, a getting-acquainted 
supply. An hors d'oeuvre. That's what he 
called falling into something. But what a 
time to be falling into it. She told him to dig 
in, help himself, and they could take care of 
their business a bit later. The girl had legs 
that went on and on and wouldn't quit. 
Why had anyone divorced her? She went 
over to set up some elaborate stereo equip- 
ment and Towns put the powder box on his 
lap and took a deep snort as instructed. “Je- 
sus Christ," she said, pressing the palm of 
one hand to the side of her head, "what in 
hell are you doing? 

‘You told me to dig in,” he said. 

Yes, but I didn't know we had a piggy 
here. 

Don't tell someone to dig in if you don't 
mean it 

Now Towns really felt foolish. There was 
no way to proceed from the piggy insult, 
which bit deep, to buying half an ounce of 
the drug, So he had blown at least half the 
chapel service and he wasn't even going to 
get the coke. He vowed thenand there todeal 
only with the tape-deck boys in their lofts, 
Ramos tried to smooth things over by telling 
her, "He’sa true man,” but she was breathing 
hard and there seemed no way to calm her 
down. “What a toke,” she said. “I've seen 
people take tokes, but this one, wow.” 

My mother just died," said Towns. Ashe 
said it, he knew he was going to regret that 
remark for a long time if not for the rest of 
his life. He had once seen a fellow get down 
on his knees to lick a few grains of coke 
from the bottom of a urinal. That fellow 
was a king compared to Towns—using his 
mother's dead body to get him out of a jam 
And it got him out, too. "Oh God,” said the 
girl, putting a comforting arm around 


Towns’ shoulder, “I don't know how to 
handle death." Towns just couldn't wait any 
longer. He gave Ramos the money, told him 
to buy some coke from the girl and he 
would meet him later, after the chapel ser- 
vice. Then he got into a cab and told the 
driver to please get him across town as fast 
as possible. It was an emergency. You could 
travel only so fast in city traffic, and Towns 
got it arranged in his mind that it was the 
cabby's fault he was getting there so late. 
He arrived at a quarter of eight, with only 
fifteen minutes left to the service. Some 
remnants of his family were there, and a 
few scattered friends. Also his mother, off 
to one side, in the temporary coffin. 
Towns’ aunt and his older brother were re 
lieved to see him, but they didn't baw! him 
out, He would always appreciate that. They 
said they thought he might have been hurt 
and left it at that. What seemed to concern 
them the most was the presence of a wo- 
man Towns's mother hadn't cared for. Th 
couldnt get over how ironic it was that the 
disliked woman had turned up at the chap- 
el. The few surviving members of Towns 
family were very short and for the hun- 
dredth time he wondered how he had got- 
ten to be so tall. He chatted with some 
neighborhood friends of his mother, keep: 
ing a wary eye on the woman she hadn't 
liked. If Towns hadn't felt so low about 
showing up late, he might very well have 
chucked her out of there. A chapel official 
said the family’s time was up. He gave outa 
few details about the funeral that was com- 
ing up the next day. The family filed out, 
and just as Towns was the last one toarrive 
he was the last to leave, stopping for a mo- 
ment at his mother's temporary coffin. He 
never should have worried about crying. 
Once he started, he cried likea sonofabitch. 
He probably set a chapel record. He cried 
from tension, he cried from grief, he cried 
from the cab ride, from his coke habit, from 
the piggy insult, from his mother having to 
be cramped up in a temporary coffin and 
then shifted over to a real one when it was 
ready. They had a hard time getting him out 
of there. 


That night, Ramos came by with the coke. 
Towns didn't weigh it, look at it, measure it 
He never did. It seemed like a fat pack and 
he guessed that the girl had given him a 
good count because of the death. The main 
thing is that it was in there. He gave Ramos 
some of it, which was protocol, and told 
him he would see him around. "I'l stick 
with you, man,’ said Ramos, but Towns 
said he would rather be alone. He didn't 
want people saying "man' to him and tell- 
ing him he had terrific head." All of 
which Ramos was capable of. The coke had 
a perfumed scent to it, a little like the fra- 
grance of the divorcée. Had she rubbed 
some of it against herself? His guess was she 
had. He took a snort of it, got into his bath- 
robe and put on some Broadway show mu- 
sic, the kind his mother liked. The music 
would be the equivalent of driving up to the 


old summer resort. But it didn't work. It 
didnt go with the coke. During his mother's 
illness, he had put her up in his apartment 
and moved into a hotel, the idea being that 
she would get to enjoy the steel and glass 
and the view and the doorman service. But 
she didn't go with the apartment either, and 
they both knew it. She stayed there a few 
weeks, probably for his sake, to ease his 
mind about not having sent her away on 
lavish trips, and then she said she wanted to 
go back to her own home. She left without a 
trace, except for some sugar packets she 
had taken froma nearby restaurant and put 
in his sugar jar. To give him some extra and 
free sugar. He wondered if he should go 
over and take a look at the sugar. He was 
positive that it would start him crying 
again, but he didn't want to do that just 
then, He could always look at the sugar. In- 
stead, he switched on some appropriate 
coke music, took another snort of the drug, 
and stared out at his view of the city, the 
glassed-in one that was costing him an arm 
and a leg each month. His mother had 
made a tremendous fuss over this view, but 
once again it was for his sake. She had been 
very ill and wanted to be in her own apart- 
ment, Staying in his had been a last little gift 
for him, allowing him to do something for 
her. He kept the tinfoil packet of coke open 
beside him and he knew that he was going 
to stay where he was until dawn. He was 
not a trees-and-sunset man, but he liked to 
be around for that precise time when the 
night crumbled and the new day got start- 
ed. He liked to get ready for that moment 
by snorting coke, letting the drug drive him 
a hundred times higher than the thirtieth 
floor on which he lived. Once or twice, he 
wondered about the other people who 
were watching that moment, if there were 
any, It was probably only a few diplomats 
and a couple of hookers. Normally, he 
would take a snort, luxuriate in it and wait 
for a noticeable dip in his mood before he 
took the next one. This time he didn't wait 
for the dips. Before they started, he headed 
them off with more snorts. He saw now 
that his goal was to get rid of the entire half 
ounce before dawn. Never mind about the 
problem of coming down. He would take a 
hot bath, some Valium, He'd punch himself 
in the jaw if necessary, ram his head against 
the bathroom tile if he had to. The main 
thing was to have nothing left by the time it 
was dawn so he could be starting out clean 
on the day of the funeral. Then, no matter 
what he was offered, he would turn it 
down. He didn't care what it was, Brooklyn 
coke, Western coke, Peruvian coke rocks, 
coke out of Central Harlem. If someone 
gave him stuff that came out of an inten- 
sive-care unit, coke that had been used for 
goddamned brain surgery, he would pass it 
right by. Because the chapel was one thing. 
But anyone who stuck so much asa grain of 
that white shit up his nose on the actual day 
of his mother's funeral had to be some new 
and as yet undiscovered breed of sonofa- 
bitch. The lowest. 0 
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Grimly ironic is that it is this demand by 
bird lovers that finances—and is ultimately 
responsible for—the mass slaughter of the 
creatures for which bird lovers feel such af- 
fection. For if there were no buyers, there 
would be no market. 

Even when smuggled birds make it alive 
to the cage in somebody's living room, they 
are still not always safe. Many persons who 
experience a sudden desire for an exotic 
bird—fired, perhaps, by Baretta’s cockatoo, 
Fred, or the parrot print on their favorite 
disco shirt—don't know how to take care of 
their bird once they get it. Often they don't 
know what or how much their particular 
bird eats or what kind of environment it 
needs. By the time they figure those things 
out, their new pet, which in some cases 
could have survived 100 years or more if 
left in its native environment, may be 
found dead one day on the floor of its cage. 

Then it's time to buy another bird. 

There wasa time when those who wanted 
birds from Mexicocould simply gotoa Mexi- 
can border town, buy themand then tell US. 
Customs they had the birds in their posses- 
sion for more than 90 days. Then came a 
time in 1971 when a lot of chickens started 
dying in Southern California, which claims 
the worlds largest poultry population. 


WHEN A MEXICAN YELLOW-HEADED 
AMAZON PARROT THAT HAD ES 
caped a pet importer's facility in Fontana 
was killed by a cat ata nearby poultry farm, 
it was tested by the California State Animal 
and Poultry Diagnostic Lab and found to 
have exotic Newcastle disease. Then the 
dead chickens were tested. They too had 
the dreaded disease. 

State and federal agencies moved quickly 
to eradicate the outbreak. A 46,000-square- 
mile area of Southern California and Ari- 
zona was put under quarantine and 113 
million chickens and turkeys were vacci- 
nated. But still the outbreak spread. By late 
1972 it reached "Egg City.” in Moorpark, 
California, the world's largest poultry facil- 
ity. Asa result, every chicken in the coun- 
ty—34 million in all—was killed to prevent 
further spread of the disease. 

According to Greta Nilsson, who re- 
searched the outbreak for the Animal Wel- 
fare Institute, by the time it was brought 
under control in June 1973, 11,808,242 
chickens and turkeys, 18,125 exotic birds, 
27,070 game birds, 1,779 pigeons and 34,282 
birds from backyard flocks and aviaries— 
nearly 12 million birds in all—had been de- 
stroyed. When human work hours were 
added to the market values of the dead 
birds, the price tag for the epidemic came to 
$56 million. 

Asa result of the Newcastle outbreak, the 
federal government imposed a minimum 
30-day quarantine on all birds brought into 
the United States. So now anyone bringing 
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s late 
as 1977, the 
average penalty 
imposed for 
smuggling birds 
and other 
animals into the 


country was $53. 


ina bird legally faces not only a delay butan 
$80 quarantine fee. And anyone who goes 
to his local pet store to buy a foreign bird 
finds a quarantine fee (itis less than $80 per 
bird for large shipments} added to the price. 

Price, however, appears to be no object to 
Americans caught up in the current bird fe- 
ver. Myna birds that sold ten years ago for 
$40 today go for $400. Mexican redheaded 
Amazons that sold for $25, today go for 
$250 or more. Or if you'd prefer a greater 
sulphur-crested cockatoo like Baretta's 
Fred, who received the American Humane 
Association's Performing Animal Top Star 
of the Year award in 1977, be ready to pay 
thousands—if you can find one. (Just as the 
bird's popularity soared asa result of the TV 
series, the last country native to them that 
still allowed exportation, Indonesia, grant- 
ed them official protection. There are now 
no greater sulphur-crested cockatoos being 
legally imported into the United States.) 

For those whose passion is well financed, 
there is hardly a limit on what they can 
spend for exotic birds. Hyacinth macaws, 
for example, which are quickly becoming 
extinct in their native Brazil, can run $7,000 
to $10,000, while the rare Spix's macaw sells, 
for as much as $25,000. 

Despite those impressive prices, not 
every body in the bird-smuggling market is 
getting rich. As with most markets, the 
least money is made by those at the bottom. 
‘The hunters and trappers who stalk birds in 
the dense jungles of southern Mexico or 
along the lush river valleys of Brazil often 
earn only a few pesos for their prey. And 
small-time border-town dealers like the 
Hawk Man in Tijuana don't earn much; it 
looked like he earns barely enough from 
the birds he lodges under his table to keepa 
pot of beans on a table surrounded by three 
hungry kids. 

Only when the birds get to Los Angeles or 
Chicago or New York does the big money 
usually start changing hands. The frequent- 
ly smuggled Mexican double yellow-head- 
ed Amazon, for example, can be bought in 
the Nayarit and Jalisco areas of Mexico in 


number foras little as $35 each. By the time 
they get to Tijuana, the same birds cost $75 
to $100 each. But the real jump comes 
when they reach a major American city 
and are put up for sale in a pet shop—for as 
much as $700. 

The final price of a bird depends not only 
on species and age, but also on such factors 
as sex, temperament, training and vocabu- 
lary. A macaw that is able or willing to say 
only “Screw you, asshole” and bites the 
hand that feeds it is worth substantially less 
than one that is eloquent and well-man- 
nered. 


THERE ARE NO MACAWS (ORNERY OR 
OTHERWISE) OR ANY OTHER BIRDS 
stashed inside my hubcaps or under my 
hood when I cross back into the States at 
San Ysidro. The greedy merchant inside me 
feels pangs of regret. It would be so easy. 

San Ysidro is the busiest border crossing 
in the world. More than 9 million vehicles 
and 35 million people squeeze through its 
crowded lanes every year. That works out 
toabout 25,000 vehicles and 100,000 people 
per day, and on this day it seems like the full 
day's traffic has arrived at the same time. 

Wheezing border buses full of tourists, 
battered pickups with four kids in the back, 
Winnebagos full of retired couples, and 
what appear to be literally thousands of 
cars are jostling, bumper to bumper, trying 
to position themselves for one of the ten 
open lanes that lead to the States. The traf- 
fic bulges out like the upper half of an hour- 
glass. It seems optimistic to think the last 
Buick or Volvo now here will pass through 
before the hour is up. 

‘As I get closer to the gates I can see that 
very few cars are getting waved over for in- 
spection. Had more been pulled over, traf- 
fic would have backed up halfway to Mexi- 
co City. 

When I finally arrive at the crossing, a 
fortyish female U.S. border guard who 
looks prematurely aged by monotony and 
exhaust fumes glances into the car and asks 
if aman American citizen. I look into her 
tired eyes and say yes. 

There is a pause. For a long moment she 
stares into my eyes. Her stare is without ap- 
parent interest or intensity yet seems some- 
how trained and penetrating. Could she 
know at a glance? Could years of watching 
have given her the ability to detect the 
slightest signs of guilt or unease—the twitch 
of an eye, the hint of a squirm? Or am I just 
being paranoid? 

I'm not sure. I'm glad, however, that I 
have no birds stuffed into the dark spaces of 
my car 

Even after she waves me through, I'm 
glad I have no birds. The greedy merchant 
is just one small man in me, after all. There 
is another, bigger man who would rather 
spend his time learning to soar with the 
eagles than smuggle birds. And how could I 
do that if all the eagles are killed or put in 
cages? 0 
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